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“I have multiplied visions, and used similitudes.”’— Hosea xii. 10.

Ween the Lord would win his people Israel from their iniquities, he did not
leave a stone unturned, but gave them precept upon precept, line upon line, here
a little and there a little, He taught them sometimes with a rod in his hand, when
he smote them with sore famine and pestilence, and invasion; at other times
he sought to win them with bounties, for he multiplied their corn and their wine
and their oil, and he laid no famine upon them. But all the teachings of his
providence were unavailing, and whilst his hand was stretched out, still they
continued to rebel against the Most High. He hewed them by the prophets. He
sent them first one, and then another: the golden-mouthed Isaiah was followed
by the plaintive Jeremy; while at his heels in quick succession, there followed
many far-seeing, thunder-speaking seers. But though prophet followed prophet
in quick succession, each of them uttering the burning words of the Most High,
yet they would have none of his rebukes, but they hardened their hearts, and
went on still in their iniquities. Among the rest of God’s agencies for striking
their attention and their conscience, was the use of similitudes. The prophets
were accustomed not only to preach, but to be themselves as signs and wonders
to the people. For instance, Isaiah named his child, Maher-shalal-hash-baz, that
thev might know that the judgment of the Lord was hastening upon them; and this
child was ordained to be a sign, “ for before the child shall have knowledge to cry,
my father and my mother, the riches of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria shall
be taken away before the king of Assyria.,”” On another occasion, the l.ord said
unto Isaiah, “ Go and loose the sackcloth from off thy loins, and put off thy shoe
from thy foot. And he did so, walking naked and barefoot. And the Lord said,
“ Like as my servant Isaiah hath walked naked and barefoot three years for a sign
and wonder upon Egypt and upon Ethiopia; so shall the king of Assyria lead
away the Egyptians prisoners, and the Ethiopians captives young and old, naked
and barefoot, to the shame of Egypt.” Hosea, the prophet, himself had to teach
the people by a similitude. You will notice in the first chapter a most extra-
ordinary similitude, The Lord said to him, * Go, take unto thee a wife of
whoredoms; for the land hath committed great whoredom, departing from the
Lord,” and he did so; and the children begotten by this marriage, were
made as signs and wonders to the people. As for his first son he was to be
called Jezreel, “for yet a little while, and I will avenge the blood of Jezreel
upon the house of Jehu.” As for his daughter, she was to be called Lo-ruhamah,
“for I will no more have mercy upon the house of Israel; but I will utterly
take them away.” Thus by divers significant signs, God made the people
think. He made his prophets do strange things, in order that the people
might talk about what he had done, and then the meaning which God would

have them learn, should come home more powerfully to their consciences, and
be the better remembered.
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EVERYRBODY' S SEKIMOR,

Now it struck me that God 1s every day preaching to us by similitudes. When
Christ was on earth he preached in parables, and, though he is in heaven now, he
is preaching in parables to-day. Providence is God’s sermon. The things which
we see about us are (zod’s thoughts and God’s words to us; and if we were but wise
there is not a step that we take, which we should not find to be full of mighty
instruction. O ye sons of men! God warns you every day by his own word; he
speaks to you by the lips of his servants, his ministers; but, besides this, by
similitudes he addresses you at every time. He leaves no stone unturned to bring
his wandering children to himself, to make the lost sheep of the house of Israel
return to the fold. In addressing myselfto you this morning, I shall endeavour to
show how every day, and every season of the year, in every place, and in every
calling which you are made to exercise, (xod is speaking to you by similitudes.

I. EveERryY pay God speaks to you by similitudes. Let us begin with the early
morming. 'This morning you awakened and you found yourselves unclothed, and
you began to array yourselves in your garments. Did not God, if you would but
have heard him, speak to you by a similitude? Did he not as much as say to
thee, “ Sinner, what will it be when thy vain dreams shall have ended, if thou
shouldst wake up in eternity to find thyself naked? Wherewithal shalt thou
array thyself? If in this life thou dost cast away the wedding garment, the
spotless righteousness of Jesus Christ, what wilt thou do when the trump of the
archangel shall awaken thee from thy clay-cold couch in the grave, when the
heavens shall be blazing with lightnings, and the solid pillars of the earth shall
quake with the terror of God’s thunder? How wilt thou be able to dress thyself
then?”’ Canst thou confront thy Maker without a covering for thy nakedness?
Adara dared not, and canst thou attempt it? Will he not affright thee with his
terrors? Will he not cast thee to the tormentors that thou mayest be burned up
with unquenchable fire, because thou didst forget the clothing of thy soul while thou
wast in th's place of probation?

Well, you have put on your dress, and you come down to your families, and your
children gather round your table for the morning meal., If you have been wise
God has been preaching to you by a similitude then: he seemed to say to thee—
“ Sinner, to whom should a child go but to his father? And where shouald be his
resort when he i1s hungry but to his father’s table?” And as you feed your children,
if you had an ear to hear, the Lord was speaking to you and saying, *“How
willingly would I feed you! How would I give you of the bread of heaven and
cause you to eat angels’ food! But thou hast spent thy money for that which is
not bread, and thy labour for that which satisfieth not. Hearken diligently
unto me, and eat ye that which 1s good, let thy soul delight itself in fatness.” Did
ke not stand there as a Father, and say, *“Come my child, come to my table. The
precious blood of my Son has been shed to be thy drink, and he has given his body
to be thy bread. Why wilt thou wander hungry and thirsty? Come to my table,
O, my child, for I love my children to be there and to feast upon the mercies
I have provided.”

You left your home and you went to your business. 1 know not in what calling
your time was oocupied—of that we will say more before we shall have gathered
up the ends of your similitudes this morning—but you spend your time in your
work; and surely, beloved, all the time that your fingers were occupied, God was
speaking to your heart, if the ears of your soul had not been closed, so that you
were heavy and ready to slumber, and could not hear his voice. And when the sun
was shining in high heaven, and the hour of noon was reached, mightest thou not
have lifted up thine eye and remembered that if thou hadst committed thy soul
to God, thy path should have been as the shining light which shineth more and
more unto the perfect day? Did he not speak to thee and say, “I brought
the sun from the darkness of the east; I have guided him and helped him to
ascend the slippery steeps of heaven, and now he standeth in his genith, like &
giant that hath run his race, and hath attained his goal. And even so will I
do with thee. Commit thy ways unto me and I will make thee full of light, and
thy path shall be as brightness, and thy life shall be as the noon-day: thy sun
shall not go down by day, but the days of thy mourning shall be ended, for the
Lord God shall be thy light, and thy salvation,”

And the sun began to set, and the shadows of evening were drawing on, and did
at the Lord then remind thee of thy death? Suns have their setting, and men
nave their graves, When the shadows of the evening were stretched out, and
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