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“The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me. Thy mercy, O Lord, endureth for ever: forsake
not the works of thine own hands.”—Psalm cxxxviii. 8.

I navE selected this text, or, rather, it has been given to me to furnish a motto
for the whole year to all the believing family of God now present. It was brought
under my notice from the fact that I have a very dear friend, a venerable minister
of the Church of England, and an earnest lover of the truth as it 1s in Jesus,
'who always sends me, at the beginning of the year, or a day or two previously,
a little envelope sealed up, that I am not to open till New Year’s day, contalning
a printed text of Scripture, which he desires to be preserved during the
remainder of the year, to act as a stafl whereon we may rest through the
pilgrimage of the next twelve months. When I opened my envelope I found
this text, and it charmed me. It contains in itself the very essence of the grace of
God. It reads like music to the soul, and is like a bottle of water in the desert to
the thirsty lip. Let me read it again, and remember it, and dwell upon it, and
digest it during all the year, ¢ The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me.
Thy mercy, O Lord, endureth for ever: forsake not the works of thine own hands.”
In the opening, I must rcmark that this is not the heritage of all mankind.
The word, “me,” in the text, cannot be approvriated by any man, unless he, in some
respects, resembles the character of David, who penned this psalm. The text, how-
ever, itself, is its own guard. If you look at it, you will see that there is in its
bowels a full description of a true Christian. I will ask you three questions
suggested by the words themselves, and according to your answer to these three
questions, shall be my reply, yes or no, as to whether this promise belongs to you.
To begin, let us read the first sentence—¢ The Lord will perfect that which
concerneth me.” Now, have you a concern iz and a concern about heavenly
things? Have you ever felt that eternity concerns you more than time; that the
mansions of heaven are more worthy your consideration than the dwelling-places of
earth? Have you felt that you ought to have a greater concern about your im-
mortal soul than about your perishing body? Remember, if you are living the
life of the butterfly, the life of the present, a sportive and flowery life, without
making any preparation or taking any thought for a future world, this prouaiise is
not yours. If the things of God do not concern you, then God will not perfect
them for you. You must have in your own soul a concern about these tlungs, and
afterwards you must have a belief in your heart that you have an interest in
heavenly things, or otherwise it would be a perversion of Holy Scripture for you
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to appropriate these precious things to yourselves. Can we then, each of us
put our hand upon our heart and say, without stammering, which suggests
a hypocrite——can we say honestly, as in the sight of (rod; “I am concerned
about the things of God, of Christ, of salvation, of eternity! I may not
have assurance, but I have concern. If I cannot say, I know in whom I have
telieved, yet I can say Iknow in whom I desire to believe. If I cannot say, I know
that my Redeemer liveth, yet I can say I desire that I may be found in him at
last, without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing.” Well soul, if thou hast a con-
cern about the things of God, this is thy promise, and let not Master Clip-promise
take it away from thee; suffer him not to take any part of its preciousness; it is
all thine, “ The Lord will perfect that which concerneth thee.”

Another question is suggested by the second clause,“ Thy mercy, O Lord, endureth
for ever,” Have we then tasted of God’s mercy? Have you and I gone to the
throne of grace conscious of our lost estate? Have we made confession of our
sins? Have we looked to the blood of Jesus; and do we know that the mercy of
God has been manifested to us? Have we breathed the dying thief’s petition, and
have we had the gracious answer of Jesus? Have we prayed as the publican did?
and have we gone to our house justified by God’s mercy? Remember, O man! if thou
hast never received God’s -pardoning mercy and his forgiving grace, this text is a
divine enclosure, into which thou hast no right tointrude; this is a banqueft, of which
thou hast no right to eat; this is a secret place, into which thou hast no right to
enter. We must first taste God’s mercy and, having tasted that, we may believe
that he will perfect that which concerneth us.

A third question, and I beseech you put these questions to your heart, lest you
should be misled, by any comfortable words that I shall hereafter speak, into the
foul delusion, that this promise signifies yourself, when it does not. The last ques-
tion is suggested by the prayer, “Forsake not the works of thine own hands.”
Have you then a religion which is the work of God’s hands? Many men have a
religion which is their own work, there is nothing supernatural about it; human
nature began it, human nature has carried it on, and as far they have any hope
they trust that human nature will complete it. Remember there is no spring on
earth that has force enough in it to spout a fountain into paradise, and there
is no strength in human nature that shall ever suffice to raise a soul to heaven.
You may practice morality, and Ibeseech you do so; you may attend to ceremonies
and you have a right to do so, and must do so; you may endeavour to do all
righteousness, but since you are a sinner condemned in the sight of God, you
can never be pardoned apart from the blood of Christ; and you can never be
purified apart from the purifying operations of the Holy Ghost. That man’s
religion which is born on earth, and born of the will of the flesh or of blood, is a vain
religion. Oh! beloved, except a man be born again, or from above, as the original
has it, he cannot see the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh
and cannot enter heaven; only that which is born of the Spirit is spirit, and 1is,
therefore, capable of inheriting a spiritual inheritance, which God reserves for
spiritual men. Have I then the work of God in my heart? am I sure it is not my
own work? If Iam, experimentally, an Arminian, and if I think I have proved
the truth of Arminian religion, then I have no religion that will carry me to heaven,
But if, experimentally, I am compelled to confess that grace begins, that grace
carries on, and that grace must perfect my religion, then God having began the
good work in me, I am the person for whom this verse is intended, and I may sit
down at this celestial banquet and eat and drink to my very full.
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Let each hearer, then, pause and put these three questions to himself,—Am I
concerned about religion? Have I tasted the mercy of God? Is my religion God’s
work? They are solemn questions; answer them! and if ye can even humbly say
“ Yes,” then come ye to this text, for the Joy and comfort of it 18 yours.

We have three things here, First, the believer’s confidence,—* The ILord will
perfect that which concerneth me.” Secondly, the ground of that confidence,—* Thy
mercy, O Lord, endureth for ever;” and thirdly, the result and outgrowth of his
confidence expressed in the prayer,—* Forsake not the works of thine own hands.”

1. First, then, THE BELIEVER’S CONFIDENCE,—* The Lord will perfect that which
concerneth me.” I think, perhaps, the best way to preach upon a text, if we would
have it remembered, is to take it word by word. Let us spell it over then, as
Uncle Tom did, when he was on board of the stecamer, and could not read the long
words, but sucked more sweetness out of the text by spelling it over, than he
could have done in any other way.

“ The Lord.” Well then the Psalmist’s confidence was a divine confidence. He
did not say, * I have grace enough to perfect that which concerneth me;” “my
faith is so strong that I shall not fail;” “my love is so warm that it will never
grow cold ;” “my resolution is so firmly set that nothing can move it;”—mno, his
dependance was on the Lord—* The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me.”
And O Christian, if thou hast any confidence which is not grounded on the Lord
and rooted in the rock of ages, thy confidence is worse than a dream; it shall
deceive thee, pierce thee, wound thee, and cast thee down to thine own future
sorrow and grief. But here, our Psalmist himself builds upon nothing else than
upon the Lord’s works. Surel am the Lord began the good workin our souls, he
has carried it on, and if he does not finish it, it never will be complete, If there be one
stitch in the celestial garment of my righteousness, which I am to insert myself,
then I am lost. If there be one drachma in the price of my redemption which I
am to make up, then must I perish. If there be one contingency—one “if,” or
‘““though,” or ¢ but,” about my soul’s salvation, then am I a lost man. But this ismy
confidence, the Lord that began will perfect. He has done it all, must do it all, he
will do it all. My confidence must not be in what I can do, or in what I have
resolved to do, but entirely in what the Lord will do. “The Lord will perfect that
which concerneth me.” ¢ Oh,” says unbelief, ‘“you will never be able to purify
yourself from sin. Look at the evil of your heart, you can never sweep that
away: look at the evil fashions and temptations of the world that beset you, you
will surely be lured aside and led astray.” Ah! yes, I should indeed perish if it
depended upon myself, Iam but as clay upon the wheel. If I had fo fashion
myself into a vessel of honour, fit for the Master’s use, I might give up the work in
despair. I am but as a little lamb; and if I had to travel through the wilderness
by myself, I might indeed lie down and die. Yet if I be clay, he is my potter, and
he will not suffer me to be marred upon the wheel; and if I be a lamb he is my
shepherd, and he carrieth the lambs in his bosom—he wardeth off the wolf, he
smiteth the destroyer, and he bringeth every sheep into the fold upon the hill-
top of glory. The Lord, then, is the Christian’s divine confidence. We can never
be too confident when we confide in the Lord. “Jehovah will perfect that which
concerncth me.”

Take the next word, “will.” So the Psalmist’s confidence was a confidence
for the future; it is not only what the Lord does, but what the Lord will do. I
have heard people say that they could trust a man as far as they could see him;
and I have often thought that is abcut as far as many professors trust God, so far
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A8 they can see him, and no farther, They believe God is good when the meat is
on the table, and the drink is in the cup; but would they believe God if the table
were bare, and the cup were empty? No; they have good faith when they see
the ravens coming, that they shall have their bread and meat; but if the ravens
did not come, would they believe that even then their bread should be given them
and their water should be sure? They can believe the thing when they get 1t, but
until they get it they are doubting. The Psalmist’s faith, however, deals with the
future, not merely with the present. The “Lord will,” says he, the “ Lord will.” He
looks on all through his life, and he feels sure that what God has done andis doing he
will carry on even to the end. And now you that are afraid about the future, rest

with us in this sweet promise. How often do you and I stand star-gazing into the
future, and trembling, because we think we see divers portents, and strange sights,
which portend some future trouble. O .child of God! leave the future to thy God.
O leave everything that is to come in the hand of him to whom the future is
already present, and who knows beforehand everything that shall befall thee. Draw
from the present living water with which to moisten the arid desert of the future;
snatch from the altar-fires of to-day a torch with which to light up the darkness of
that which is to-come. Depend on it, that He who is to-day thy sun, shall be thy
sun for ever—even in the darkest hour he shall shine upon thee ; and he who is
to-day thy shield shall be thy shield for evermore; and even in the thickest
part of the battle he shall catch the dart, and thou shalt stand unharmed.

Let us turn to this word “w:ll” once again. There is a little more in 1t; 1t
does not say the “Lord may,” it does not say, “I hope he will; I trust he will,” but
it says he will; “The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me.” A few months
after I first sought and found salvation, I enjoyed the sweet privilege of full
assurance, and in talking with a godly Christian I expressed myself very con-
fidently concerning the great truth that God would ne’er forsake his people, nor
leave his work undone. I was at once chid, I was told I had no right to speak so
confidently, for it was presumptuous. The longer I live, the more I feel persuaded
that confidence was proper, and the chiding was not deserved. I believe
that the happiest of Christians and the truest of Christians are those who never
dare to doubt God, but who take his word simply as it stands, and believe it and
ask no questions, just feeling assured that if God has said it it will be so. The
Psalmist in our text had no more doubt about his own ultimate perfection, than he
had about his existence. He says, “the Lord will perfect that which concerneth
me.” There are many things that may or may not happen, but this I know shall

happen,
“ He shall present my soul,
Unblemish’d and complete,
Before the glory of his face,

With joys divinely great.”
All the purposes of man have been defeated, but not the purposes of God.
The promises of man may be broken, many of them are made to be broken,
but the purposes of God shall stand, and his promises shall be fulfilled. lleis a
promise maker, but he never was a promise breaker: heis a promise-keeping God,
and his people shall prove it so. Come then, ye that are always hoping amidst trem-
bling, and fear, but are never confident, for once take that doubting note out of
your mouth, and say assuredly “the Lord will perfect that which concerneth me.”’
If I be really his child, though full of sin, I shall one day be perfect; if I have really
set my heart towards him, I shall one day see his face with joy; and let whatever
foes obstruct, I shall conquer through the Lamb’s redeeming blood. He “will per-
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