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““For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of t e heavenly gift, and
wero made Lartakers of the Holy Ghost, And have tasted the good word of God, and the pow.rs of tle
world to come, If they <hall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seecing they crucify to
themselves the Son of Goud afresh, and put him to an open shame.”—Hebrews vi. 4-6.

THERE are some spots in Europe which have been the scenes of frequent warfare, as
for instance, the kingdom of Belgium, which might be called the battle field of
Europe. War has raged over the whole of Europe, but in some unhappy spots, battle
atter battle has been fought. So there is scarce a passage of Scripture which has
not been disputed between the enemies of truth and the upholders of it; but this
passage, with one or two others, has been the special subject of attack. This is one
of the texts which have been trodden under the feet of controversy; and there are
opinions upon it as adverse as the poles, some asserting that it means one thing, and
some declaring that it means another. We think that some of them approach some-
what near the truth; but others of them desperately err from the mind of the Spirit.
We come to this passage ourselves with the intention to read it with the simplicity
of a child, and whatever we find therein to state it: and if it may not seem to agree

with something we have hitherto held, we are prepared to cast away every doctrine
of our own, rather than one passage of Scripture.

Looking at the scope ot the whole passage, it appears to us that the Apostle wished
to push the disciples on. There is a tendency in the human mind to stop short
of the heavenly mark. As soon as ever we have attained to the first principles of
religion, have passed through baptism, and understand the resurrection of the
dead, there is a tendency in us to sit still; to say, “I have passed from death unto
lite; here I may take my stand and rest;” whereas, the Christian litfe was intended
not to be a sitting still, but a race, a perpetual motion. The Apostle, therefore,
endeavours to urge the disciples forward, and make them run with diligence the
heavenly race, looking unto Jesus. He tells them that it is not enough to have
on a certain day, passed through a glorious change—to have experienced at a cer-
tain time, a wonderful operation of the Spirit; but he teaches them it is absolutely
necessary that they should bave the Spirit all their lives—that they should, as
long as they live, be progressing in the truth of God. In order to make them per-
severe, if possible, he shows them that if they do not, they must, most certainly,
be lost; for there is no other salvation but that which God has already bestowed
on them, and if that does not keep them, carry them forward, and present them
spotless before God, there cannot be any other. ~ For it is impossible, he says, if ye

be once enlightened, and then fall away, that ye should ever be renewed again unto
repentance.

We shall, this morning, answer one or two questions. The first question will be,
Who are the people here spoken of? Are they true Christians or not? Secondly,
What is meant by falling away? And thirdly, What is intended, when it is asserted,
that it is impossible to renew them to repentance 2

L First, then, we answer the question, WHO ARE THE PEOPLE HERE SPOKEN OF P
If you reau Dr. Gill, Dr. Owen, and almost all the eminent Calvinistic writers,
they all of them assert that these persons are not Christians, They say, that

No. 75.



FINAL PERSLEYEKANCE,

cnongh s saxd here to renresent a man who is a Christian externally, Lut not
enough to give the portrait of a true belicver. Now, it strikes me they would not
have said this if they had not had some doctrine to uphold; for a child, reading this
passage, would say, that the persons intended by it must be Christians. It the Holy
Spirit intended to describe Christians, I do not see that he could have used more
explicit terms than there are here.  How can a man be said to be enlightened, and
to taste of the keavenly gift, and to be made partaker of the Holy Ghost, without
being a child of God? With all deference to these learned doctors, and I admire
and love them all, I humbly conceive that they allowed their judgments to be a littla
warped when they said that; and I think I shall be able to show that none but true
believers are here described.,

First, they are spoken of as having been once enlightened. This refers to the
enlightening influence of God’s Spirit, poured into the soul at the time of conviction,
when man is enlightened with regard to his spiritual state, shown how evil and biiter
a thing 1t 1s to sin against God, made to feel how utterly powerless he is to rise from
the grave of his corruption, and is further enlightened to sce, that “ by the deeds
of the law shall no flesh living be justified,” and to behold Christ on the cross, as
the sinner’s only hope. The first work of grace is to enlighten the soul. By nature
we are entirely dark; the Spirit, like a lamp, sheds light into the dark heart, reveal-
Ing its corruption, displaying its sad state of destitution, and, in due time, revealing
also Jesus Christ, so that in his light we may see light. I cannot consider a man
truly enlightened unless he is a child of God. Does not the term indicate a person
taught of God? It is not the whole of Christian experience; but is it not a part?

Having enlightened us, as the text says, the next thing that God grants to us is
a tuste of the heavenly gift, by which we understand, the heavenly gift of salvation,
including the pardon of sin, justification by the imputed righteousness of Jesus
Christ, regeneration by the Holy Ghost, and all those gifts and graces, which in the
tarlier dawn of spiritual life convey salvation. All true believers have tasted of the
heavenly gift. It is not enough for a man to be enlightened; the light may glare
upon his eyeballs, and yet he may die; he must taste, as well as sce that the Lord
1s good. 1t 1s not enough to see that [ am corrupt; I must ¢aste that Christ is able
to remove my corruption. It is not enough for me to know that he is the only
Saviour; I must taste of his flesh and of his blood, and have a vital union with him.
We do think that when a man has been enlightened and has had an experience of
grace, he 1s a Christian; and whatever those great divines might hold, we cannot
think that the Holy Spirit would describe an unregenerate man as having been
enlightened, and as having tasted of the heavenly gift. No, my brethren, if [ have
tasted of the heavenly gift, then that heavenly gitt is mine; if I have had ever so
short an expericnce of my Saviour’s love, I am one of his; if he has brought me
into the green pastures, and made me taste of the still waters and the tender grass,
I need not fear as to whether I am really a child of God.

Then the Apostle gives a further description, a higher state of grace: sanctification
by participation of the Holy Ghost. 1t is a peculiar privilege to believers, after their
first tasting of the heavenly gift, to be made partakers of the Holy Ghost. He is an
indwelling Spirit; he dwells in the hearts, and souls, and minds ¢t men; he makes
this mortal flesh his home; he makes our soul his palace, and there he rests; and we
do assert (and we think, on the authority of Scripture), that no man can be a partaker
of the Holy Ghost, and yet be unregenerate. Where the Holy Ghost dwells there
must be life; and if I have participation with the Holy Ghost, and fellowship with
him, then I may rest assured that my salvation has been purchased by the blood of
the daviour. Thou need’st not fear, beloved; if thou hast the Holy Ghost, thoy
hast that which ensures thy salvation; if thou, by an inward communion, canst
participate in his Spirit, and 1if by a perpetual indwelling the Holy Ghost rests in
thee, thou art not only a Christian, but thou hast arrived at some maturity in and
by grace. Thou hast gone beyond mere enlightenmnent: thou hast passed from the
bare taste—thou hast attained to a positive feast, and a partaking of the Holy Ghost.

Lest there should be any mistake, however, about the persons being children of
God, the Apostle goes to a further stage of grace, They “have tasted the good word
of God.” Now, I will venture to say there are some good Christian people here who
have tasted the heavenly gift, who have never “ tasted the good word of God.” I
mean by that, that they are really converted, have tasted the heavenly gift, but have
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