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“Yet surely I know that it shall be well with them that fear God, which fear before him.”—
Ecclesiastes viii. 12,

I nave heard it sometimes said by wicked men, when they would arraign the
tustice of the Most High, that it is unjust that God should condemn men for the
use of the powers whici he himself has given them. This most subtle evil has
often grieved the hearts of those who are weak and ignorant, and have not seen
its untruthfulness—for to speak plainly of it, it is a gross lie. God does not
condemn men for the use of the powers he has given them; he condemns them
for the misuse of those powers; not for emplaying them, but for employing
them as they ought not to employ them; not for thinking, not for speaking,
not for doing, but for thinking, speaking, and doing, contrary to his law.
God damneth no man for the use of the powers which he hath given him,
let that be again repeated—but he doth condemn them for the abuse of those
Eowers, and for their impudence in daring to turn those powers, which he
ath given them, for his honor, against his service, and against his threne.
Now, my friends, there is no power which God hath given us, which may not
be employed for God. I believe that David uttered a great truth, as well'as a
great exhortation to himself, when he said, ‘‘Bless the Lord, O my soul;
and all that is within me, bless his holy name.”” There is nothing in man that
God has put there, which may not be employed in God’s service. Some may
ask me whether anger can be brought in. I answer, yes. A good man may
serve God by being angry against sin; and to be angry against sin is a high
and holy thing. You may ask me, pechaps, whether ridicule can be emﬁloyed?
I answer, yes. I believe we may even rightly employ it in the preaching of
God’s word. I know this, I always intend to use it; and if by alaugh I can
make men see the folly of an error better than in any other way, they shall
laugh, and laugh here, too; for ridicule is to be used in God's service; and
every power that God hath implanted in man—I will make no exception,—may
be used for God’s service, and for God’s honor. What man hath gotten for
himself by the fall, cannot be employed to serve God with ; we cannot bring
before God Adam’s robbery, to be a sacrifice to the Almighty, nor can our own
carnal and sinful passions honour the Most High; but there are natural powers
which God hath conferred, and none of these are in themselves sinful. I
would have them, therefore, employed for the Master. Yea, even those powers
with which it seems impossible to” worship, such as the powers of assimilation,
eating, and drinking, may be brought to honour God; for what says the Apostle ?—
“ whether ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God, giving
thanks unto God and the Father by Jesus Christ.”

Now, you will notice that fear may be yoked into the service of God. True
fear, not fearing, but believing, saves the soul; not doubt, but confidence, is
the strength and the deliverance of the Christian. Still, fear, as being one of
those powers which God hath given us, is not in itself sinful. Fear may be
used for the most sinful purposes ; at the same time it may be so ennobled by
grace, and so used for the service of God, that it may become the very grandest
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partof man. Infact, Scripture has honored fear, for the whole of piety is comns
prehended in these words, “ Fear God ;"  the fear of the Lord;” *‘them that
fear him.” These phrases are employed to express true piety, and the men who
possess it. Fear, })have said, may ruin the soul; alas! it has ruined multitudes.
O Fear, thou art the rock upon which many a ship hath been wrecked. Many
a soul hath suffered spiritual destruction tKrough thee, but then it hath been
not the fear of God, but the fear of man. Many have rushed against the thick
bosses of the Almighty’s buckler, and defied God, in order to escape the wrath
of feeble man. Many through fear of worldly loss have brought great guilt into
their consciences; some through fear of ridicule and laughter have not had the
boldness to follow the right, and so have gone astray and been ruined. Yea,
and where fear doth not work utter destruction it is capable of doing much
damage to the spirit. Fear hath paralysed the arm of the most gigantic Chris-
tian, stopped him in his race, ans impeded him in his labours. Faith can do
anything, but fear, sinful fear, can do just nothing at all, but even prevent
faith from performing its labours. Fear hath made the Christian to sorrow,
both by night and day; a cankering fear lest his wants should not be provided
for, and his necessities supplied, has driven the Christian to unworthy tﬁoughts;
and distrustful, doubting fear hath made him dishonor God, and prevented his
sucking the honey out of the promises. Fear hath kept many a child of God
from doing his duty, from making a bold profession ; hath brought bondage into
his spirit. Fear misused, thou art the Christian’s greatest curse, and thou art
the sinner’s ruin.  Thou art a sly serpent, creeping amongst the thorns of
sin, and when thou art allowed to twist thyself around manhood, thou dost
crush it in thy folds, and poison it with thy venom. Nothing can be worse than
this sinful fear; it hath slanghtered its myriads and sent thousands to hell. But
yet it may seem a paradox; fear, when rightly employed, is the very brightest
state of Christianity, and is used to express all piety, comprehended in one
emotion. ‘“The fear of God’’ is the constant description which the Scripture
gives of true religion.

And now, beloved, I shall want you thismorning to have some little patience
with me whilst I try to go after certain fearing souls whose fear is of the right
kind, even a fear which gendereth salvation, but who through it are now suffer-
ing some degree of torment, and are wishing to be delivered from it. An old
Puritan says, ‘“ Jesus Christ would shake hands with a man thathad the palsy.”
I must try and do the same this morning. Some of you have the palsy of fear.
I want to come after you and say unto you, * Fear not;"” to bid you to be of
good cheer, because God would comfort you. There are five different kinds of
fear, that persons are labouring under which I would now endeavour to address.

. There is, first, THE FEAR CAUSED BY AN AWAKENING CoNsCIENCE. This is
the lowest grade of godly fear; hereall true piety takes itsrise. By nature, the
sinner does not dread the wrath of God; he thinks sin a little thing; he looks
upon its pleasures, and forgets its penalty; he dares the Almighty to the war, and
lifts his puny arm against the Eternal. No sooner, however, is ¥1e awakened by
God’s Spirit, than fear takes possession of his heart, the arrows of the Almighty
drink up his spirit, the thunders of the law roll in his ears; he feels his life to
be uncertain, and his body frail, He dreads death, because he knows that
death would be to him the prelude of destruction; he dreads life, for Jife itself
is intolerable, when the wrath of God is poured out into his soul. 'Many of you
who are now before me have passed :nrough that dreadful ordeal of sufering
under a sense of the wrath of God. W¢, my brethren, shall never forgei, to our
dying day, that hour of desperate grief when first we discovered our lost estate.
By the preaching of the Word, by the reading of the Scriptures, by prayer, or
by some Providence, we were led to look within; we discovered the evil of our
hearts, and we heard how terribly God would punish the transgressor. Do
you not remember how we started from our beds in the morning, having slept
uneasily, and bowed our knees in prayer, and prayed until the hot sweat ran
down our brow; but rose withouta hope that we gm({been heard? Do you not
recollect how, in our business, we were sometimes so absent in mind, that those
who were round about us thought that we must have been bereaved of our
wits? Do you not well recollect how the best dainties of our meals seemed te
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have the bitterness of wormwood in them, and the sweetest draughts were
mingled with gall; how all day long we sorrowed, and went to oar be% at nigat
with another prayer, still as full of agony and still as hopeless; and by night
we could not sleep, bu. dreamed of the wrath to come, saw dreams more hor~
rible than we had dreamed before; each night and day the wrath of God
seemed to increase, and our pangs and agonies became more terrible? Oh, we
shall never forget it; those of us who have passed through the same will never
let that era be forgotten, for the time of its beginning was the time of our con-
version, and the time of its end was the time of our salvation. Have I any
here who are in this same state this morning? I am coming after you, and in
coming after you I proclaim the words of my text, ‘“ Surely I know that it
shall be well with them that fear God, which fear before him.”” Sinner, it shall
be ‘well with thee if thou art now made to fear the wrath of God on account ot
thy sin; if God the Spirit hath poured forth the vials of Almighty wrath into
thy soul, so that thou art cast down and sore vexed. Think not thou shalt be
destroyed; it shall be well with thee. Let me comfort thee now, whilst thou
art suffering these things, remember that what thou sufferest is that which all
God’s people have ad to suffer in a measure. Many poor hearts come to me
when I am sitting to see the anxious ones, and at other times, and they tell me
they are in such deep distress; surely never anyone felt as they feel. And
when I begin to unfold to them the experience of all saints, and tell them how
it is a well-trodden path which almost every traveller to heaven hashad to tread,
they stand astonished, and think it cannot be so. I tell thee sinner, that thy
deepest woes have been felt by some one, even more keenly than thou feelest
them now. Thou sayest, ‘“I sink in deep mire where there is no standing.”’
Why, man, there have been some that have sunk far deeper than thou hast
sunk. Thou art up to thy ancles; I have known some to have been up to the
loins, and there have been some that have been covered over their very heads,
so that they could say, “‘ All thy waves and thy billows have gone over me.”
Your distresses are very painful, but they are not singular ; others have had to
endure the same. Be comforted, it is not a desertisland; others have been
there too; and if they have passed through this, and won the crown, thou
schhal_t pass through it, and inherit yet the glory of the believer on the breast of
rist.

But I will tell thee something else to comfort thee ; I will put this question
to thee—Wouldst thou wish to go back and become what thou once wast? Thy
sins are now so painful, that thou canst scarce eat, or drink, or sleep.. There
was a time when thy sins never haunied thee, when thou couldst drink and
{)lay with Satan and with sin as merrily as anyone. Come, wouldst thou
ike to be as thou wast then? “No,” I hear thee say, “no; my Master, my
God, grieve me more, if so it pleaseth thee, but do not let me be hardened any
more.”’  Ask the poor strickened conscience, in the first agonies and throes of
his grief, whether he would like to be a hardened sinner? ‘No,’ he says; and
when he hears the blasphemer swear against God, the tear is in his eye; he
says, ‘ Lord, I thank thee for my miseries, if they deliver me from hardness of
heart. I can extol thee for my agonies, if they save me from such dire pre-
sumption, such rebellion against thee.”” ~Well, then, be of good cheer, your
condition, you see, is not the worst of all; there is a worse state yet. Oh, ii
thou hast come so far, hope thou in Christ, thou shalt come further yet. Bat
the great consolation is this, Jesus Christ died for thee. If God the Iloly
Ghost hath shown thee that thou art dead in sin, and if he hath revealed to
thee the desperate character of thine iniquity, and broken thee in pieces with
penitence on account of thy guilt—hear me, I speak not now at hap-hazard, [
speak with God’s authority—Jesus Christ died for thee; yes, for thee, thou
vilest of the vile. I am no general redemptionist, I believe Jesus Christ died
for as many as will be saved; I do not believe he died in vain for any man
alive. I have always believed that Christ was punished instead of men.
Now, if he were punished in the stead of all men, I could see no justice in
God punishing men again after having punished Christ for them. I hold and
believe—and, I think, on Scripturmal authority, that Jesus Christ died for all
those who believe oz will believe; and he was punished in the stead of all
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those who feel their need of a Saviour, and lay hold on him. The rest
reject him, despise him, sin against God, and are punished for their sins.
But those who are redecmed, having been blood-bought, shall not be lost.
Christ’s blood is too precious to have been shed for men who are damned. It
is too awful a thing to think of the Saviour standing in a sinner’s stead, and
then that sinner after all having to bear his own iniquities ; I can never indulge
a thought which appears to be so unrighteous to God, and so unsafe to men.
All that the Saviour bought he shall have; all that his heavenly Father hath
given him, he says, shall come unto him. Now here is something solid for thee,

oor soul. I ask again, dost thou know and feel thyself to be lost and ruined?

hen the Saviour bought thee, and will have thee ; then he was punished for thee,
and thou never wilt be punished again; then he hung upon the cross for thee,
that thou mightest not perish. For thee there is no hell, so far as thou art con-
cerned. The eternal lake is quenched; the dungeons of hell are broken open,
their bars are cut in sunder. Thou art free; no damnation can ever seize thee, no
devils can ever drag thee to the pit. Thou art redeemed, and thou art saved.
“ What!” sayest thou, “ I redeemed! Why, sir, I am full of sin.” It is the
very reason why thou art redeemed. * But I feel myself to be the guiltiest of
all the human race.” Yes, and thatis just the evidence that Christ died for thee.
He says himself, ““I came not to call the righteous, butsinners to repentance.”
If you have got abundance of good works, and think you can go to heaven by
them, you will perish: but if you know your guilt, and confess it—it is not my
affirmation, but the affirmation of the” Scriptures—‘“This is a faithful saying,
and worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus Christ came into the world to save
sinners, of whom,” says the Apostle, I am chief.”” Lay hold on that, poor
soul: and then I repeat to thee the text, ‘“ Yet surely I know that it shall be
well with them that fear God, which fear before him.”” It shall be well with
thee yet, and black though thou art, thou shalt one day sing among the blood-
washed ones in glory everlasting. "That is the first stage of fearing God; we
shall now proceed to another.

IT. There are many who have believed, and are truly converted, who have a
fear which I may call THE FEAR OF anx1ETY. They are afraid that they are not
converted. They are converted, thereis no doubt of it. Sometimesthey know they
are so themselves, but, for the most part, they areafraid. There are some people
in the world who have a preponderance of fear in their characters; it seems as
if their mind, from its peculiar constitution, had a greater aptitude for the state
of fear than for any other state. Why, even in temporal matters they are
always fearing; and, when these poor souls get converted, they are always afraid
that they are not so. First, they will tell you they are afraid they never repented
enough; the work in their hearts, they say, was not deep; it was just super-
ficial surface-ploughing, and never entered into their souls. Then they are
quite sure they never came to Christ aright; they think they came the wrong
way. How that can be no one knows, for they could not come at all except the
Father drew them; and the Father did not draw them the wrong way, Still
they hold that they did not come aright; then if that idea is knocked on the
head, they say they do not believe aright ; but when that is got rid of, they say,
if they were converted they would not be the subject of so much sin. They say
they can trust Christ, but they are afraid they do not trust him aright; and
they always, do, what you may, come back to the old condition; they are
always afraid. And now, what shall I say to these good souls? Why, I will
say this, “ Surely I know that it shall be well with them that fear God, which
fear before him.”” Not only those who believe, but those who fear, have got
a proraize, I would to God that they had more faith; I would that they could
iay hold on the Savicur, and had more assurance, and even attain unto a perfect
confidence ; but ifthey cannot, shull I utter a word that would hurt them ? God
forbid; ‘‘Surely it shall be well even with them that fear God, with them that
fear before him.” There are some of these poor creatures who are the holiest
and most heavenly minded people in all the world. I have seen men who, with

oor, desponding spirits, have exhibited the most lovely graces. There has not

gecn the blushing healthful beauty of the rose; but the lily hath its beauties,

sickly though it secmneth, and these, though they be faint and weak, ha7a
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