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“] will be their Geod.”—Jeremiah xxxi. 33.

WaaT a glorious covenant the second covenant is! Well might it be called * a better
covenant, which was established upon better promises.” Heb. viii. 6. It is so glorious
that the very thought of it is enough to overwhelm the soul, when 1t discerns the
amazing condescension and infinite love of God, in having framed a covenant for such
unworthy creatures, for such glorious purposes, with such disinterested motives. It is
better than the other covenant, the covenant of works, which was made with Adam;
or that covenant which is said to have been made with Israel, on the day when they
came out of Egypt. It is better, for 4 is founded upon a better principle. The old
covenant was founded on the principle of merit; it was, ¢ Serve God and thou shalt be
rewarded for it; if thou walkest perfectly in the fear of the Lord, God will walk well
towards thee, and all the blessings of Mount Gerizim shall come upon thee, and thou
shalt be exceedingly blessed in this world, and the world which is to come.” But
that covenant fell to the ground, because, although it was just that man should be
rewarded for his good works, or punished for his evil ones, yet man being sure to
sin, and since the fall infallibly tending towards iniquity, the covenant was not
sultable for his happiness, nor could it promote his eternal welfare. But the new
covenant, is not founded on works at all, it i1s a covenant of pure unmingled
grace; you may read it from its first word to its last, and there is not a solitary
syllable as to anything to be done by us., The whole covenant is a covenant, not so
much between man and his Maker, as between Jehovah and man’s representative,
the Lord Jesus Christ. The human side of the covenant has been already ful-
filled by Jesus, and there remains nothing now but the covenant of giving, not
the covenant of requirements. The whole covenant with regard to us, the people of
(God, now stands thus: “ I will give this, I will bestow that; I will fulfil this promise;
I will grant that favour.” But there is nothing for us to do; he will work all our
works in us; and the very graces that are sometimes represented as being stipula-
tions of the covenant, are promised to us. He gives us faith; he promises to give
us the lJaw 1n our inward parts, and to writeit on our hearts. It is a glorious cove-
nant, I say, because it is founded on simple mercy and unmixed grace; quite irres-
pective of creature-doings, or anything that is to be performed by man: and hence
thi< covenant surpasses the other in stability. Where there is anything of man, there 18
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always a degree of mutability; where you have anything to do with creatures,
there you have something to do with change; for ereatures, and change, and uncer-
tainty always go together. But since this new covenant hath now nothing whatever
to do with the creature, so far as the creature has to do anything, but only so far as
he is toreceive: the idea of change is utterly and entirely gone. Itis God’s covenant,
and therefore it is an unchanging covenant. If there be something which I am to
do in the covenant, then is the covenant insecure; and although happy as Adam, I
may yet become miserable as Satan. But if the covenant be all on God’s part,
then if my name be in that covenant, my soul is as secure as if I were now walking
the golden streets; and if any blessing be in the covenant, I am as certain to receive
that blessing as if I already grasped it in my hands; for the promise of God is
sure to be followed by fulfilment; the promise never faileth; it always bringeth with
it the whole of that which it is intended to convey, and the moment I receive it by
faith, I am sure of the blessing itself, Oh! how infinitely superior is this covenant
to the other in its manifest security! It is beyond the risk or hazard of the least
uncertainty.

But I have been thinking for the last two or three days, that the covenant of grace
excels the other covenant most marvellously in the mighty blessings which it con-
fers. What does the covenant of grace convey? I had thought this morning of
preaching a sermon upon * The covenant of grace; what are the blessings it gives to
God’s children?’” But when I began to think of it, there was so much in the cove-
nant, that if I had only read a catalogue of the great and glorious blessings, wrapped
up within its folds, I should have needed to occupy nearly the whole of the day in
making a few simple observations upon each of them. Consider the great things
God has given in the covenant., He sums them up by saying he hath given ¢ all
things.” He has given you eternal life in Christ Jesus; yea, he has given Christ
Jesus to be yours; he has made Christ heir of all things, and he has made you joint-
heir with him; and hence he has given you everything. Were I to sum up that
mighty mass of unutterable treasure which God has conveyed to every elect soul
by that glorious covenant, time would fail me. I therefore commence with one
great blessing conveyed to us by the covenant, and then on other Sabbaths I will, by
Divine permission, consider separately, one by one, sundry other things which the
covenant conveys,

We commence then by the first thing, which is enough to startle us by its immense
value; in fact, unless it had been written in God’s Word, we never could have
dreamed that such a blessing could have been ours. God himself, by the covenant
becomes the believer’s own portion and inheritance, ¢ I will be their God.”

And now we shall begin with this subject in this way. Weshall show you first
that this is a special blessing. God is the special possession of the elect, whose
names are in the covenant. Secondly, for a moment or two we shall speak of this
a8 being an exceedingly precious blessing, “1 will be their God.” Thirdly, we shall
dwell upon the security of this blessing, “ I will be their God.” And fourthly we shall
endeavour to stir you up to make good use of this blessing, so freely and liberally con-

veyed to you by the eternal covenant of grace; “I will be their God.”

Stop just one moment and think it over before we start. In the covenant of grace
God himself conveys himself to you and becomes yours. Understand it: God—all
that is meant by that word—eternity, infinity, omnipotence, omniscience, perfect
justice, infallible reetitude, immutable love—all that is meant by God—Creator,
Guardian, Preserver, Governor, Judge,—all that that great word “ Gop” can mean,
all of goodness and of love, all of bounty and of grace—all that, this covenant gives
you, to be your absolute property as much as anything you can call your own: I
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vill be their God.” We say, pause over that thought. If I should not preach ut
all, there is enough in that, if opened up and applied by the all-glorious Spirit, te
excite your joy during the whole of the Sabbath-day. I will be their God.”

“ My God!—how cheerful is the sound!

How pleasant to repeat!
Well inay that heart with pleasure bound,
Where God hath fixed his seat.”

I. How 18 Gop ESPECIALLY THE GoD OF HIS owN CHILDREN? For God is
the God of all men, of all creatures; he is the God of the worm, of the flying
eagle, of the star, and of the cloud; he is God everywhere. How then is
he more my God and your God than he is God of all created things? We
answer, that in some things God is the God of all his creatures; but even there,
there is a special relationship existing between himself and his chosen creatures,
whom he has loved with an everlasting love. And in the next place, there are
certair relationships in which God does not exist towards the rest of his creatures,
but only towards his own children.

I. First then, God is the God of all his creatures, seeing that ze has the right to decree
to do with them as he pleases. He is the Creator of us all: he is the potter, and
hath power over the clay, to make of the same lump, one vessel to honor and
another to dishonor. However men may sin against God, he is still their God in
that sense—that their destiny is immovably in his hand; that he can do with
them exactly as he chooses; however they may resent his will, or spurn his good
pleasure, yet he can make the wrath of man to praise him, and the remainder of
that wrath ne can restrain., He is the God of all creatures, absolutely so in the
matter of predestination, seeing that he is their Creator, and has an absolute right
to do with them as he wills, But here again he has a special regard to his children,
and he is their God even in that sense; for to them, while he exercises the same sove-
reignty, he exercises it in the way of grace and grace only. He makes them the
vessels of mercy, who shall be to his honor for ever; he chooses them out of the
ruins of the fall, and makes them heirs of everlasting life, while he suffers the
rest of the world to continue in sin, and to consummate their guilt by well -deserved
punishment, and thus, while his relationship is the same, 8o far as his sovereignty
is concerned and his right of decree, there is something special 1n its loving aspect
towards his people; and in that sense he is their (xod.

Again: he is the God of all his creatures, in the sense that ke has a right to com-
mand obedience of all. He is the God of every man that was ever born into this
earth, in the sense that they are bound to obey him. (od can command the homage
of all his creatures, because he is their Creator, (Governor, and Preserver; and all
men are, by the fact of their creation, so placed in subjection to him, that they can-
not escape the obligation of submission to hislaws. But even here thereis something
special in regard to the child of God. Though God is the ruler of all men, yet hia
rule is special towards his children; for he lays aside the.sword of his rulership,
and in his hand he grasps the rod for his child, not the sword of punitive vengeance.
While he gives the world a law upon stone, he gives to his child a law 1n his heart.
God is my governor and yours, but if you are unregenerate, he is your governor in
a different sense from what he is mine. He has ten times as much claim to my
obedience as he has to yours. Seeing that he has done more for me, I am bound to
do more for him; seeing that he has loved me more, I am bound to love him more.
But should I disobey, the vengeance on mmy head shall not fall so heavily ason yours,

Y RY






