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“1 will be as the dew unto Israel : he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon.
His branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive tree, nd his smell ag Lebanon. They
that dwell under his shadow shall return ; they shall revive as the corn, and grow as the vine: the
scent thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon.”—Hosea xiv. §, 6, 7.

IN reading this passage, does it ever fail to charm you? How full of beauty, and
how full of poetry it is! Every word is a figure. Fair flowers that adorn, and
corn that enricheth the fields; the olive tree, and the vine; the scent of the wine of
Lebanon, and all rich things are here gathered and clustered together, to set forth
the beauty of Israel under the reviving influences of God’s favour. And as this
one portion of Sacred Writ is full of poetry, the like holds good of all the Word of
God. There is no book so poetic in its character as the Book of Inspiration. We
had rather, for poetry’s sake, lose zll the books that have ever been written by all
the poets that ever lived, than lose the sacred Scriptures; yea, if a collection could
be made of all the gems of all the noted books; could they all be bound into one
volume, there could not be found so many beauties as lie here, some of them hidden,
and others of them manifest, in this most blessed volume of Revelation. Altogether
apart from the sublimity of the matters treated, and the glory of the doctrines,
the style itself is enough to make the book precious to every reader. It is a
wondrous book; it is the book of God: yea, as Herbert says, ¢ The god of books.”
It 1s a book full of stars; every page blazes with light, from almost every sentence
thiere beams forth some beautiful metaphor, some glorious figure;

In expounding the words of the text, we shall observe, first, the promise of grace
made to Israel. notwithstanding Isracl’s sin: “1 will be as the dew unto Israel.”
Sceondly, the influences of divine grace sweetly set forth in divers metaphors; and thirdly,
the effect of divine grace upon those around : * they that dwell under his shadow shall
return; they shall revive as the corn, and grow as the vine: the scent thereof
ghall be as the wine of Lebanon.”

I. Here is A PROMISE OF GRACE MADE TO THE CHrisTian: “I will be as the
dew unto Israel.” 1 need not remind you that the Christian, (under the similitude
of Israel, as I shall presently show you,) is here compared to a plant, a plant which
cannot be watered by any water that is to be found on earth, a plant which needs
heavenly watering, even the dew from above. Hypocrites may be watered by
natural religion. Formalists may get their supply from the wells and springs of
earth; but the Christian is a plant which can only be supported by dew from
heaven. He feels that though the river of Egypt might be turned to his roots, he
could not grow; though all the water in its floods, and though the ocean itself
might be brought to irrigate him, vet he could get no genial moisture, no true
growing power, from all that could be had on earth. He needs to have his dew from
heaven. “ Well,” says God to Israel, “thou art of thyself dewless, and sapless,
and motionless, and thou hast no moisture. Thou canst not obtain any of thine
own, nor can mortals give it thee; but do thou stand still where I have planted
thee, and I will water thee every moment. I, the Lord will keep thee; I will be as
the dew unto thee.” That Eastern figure, dew—for it is essentially Eastern, and
not so well to be understood in this country—has in it several beauties.

You will notice, first of all, that grace, like the dew, often comes down imperceptibly
into man’s heart. Wthen did the dew tell us that it was about to fall? Who ever
heard the footsteps of the dew coming down upon the meadow grass? Who ever
knew when it was descending? Wae see it when it has fallen; but who saw it
come? And so with Christianity: it i8 very often imperceptible in its operations,
True it is sometimes like the rattling hail, pelting on the windows: the sinner knows
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when it comes by stormy convictions, aud by troubled feelings within; but quite
as often the work of grace in man’s heart is like the “ still small voice,” which few
hear, and of which even the man himself 18 partially unconscious; not as to its
operation perhaps, but as to 1ts nature, feeling that there is a something in his
heart, though not positively sure that it really comes from God. Christian!
despise not spiritual things, because thou hearest not a sound therewith. Much
th.at God doeth, he doeth in silence. There is a plant which bursts with the sound
of a trumpet; but full many a flower called beautiful, openeth in silence, and no
man heareth the sound thereof, There be some Christians who seem hound to
make a noise in the world; they were made for that purpose; but there be far
more who have to blush unseen; whose glory it is not to “ waste their sweetness,”
though to perfume ““the desert air,” and to make it sing and blossom like the garden
of the Lord. Beloved, you may perhaps fancy that you have not grace, because
it has not come upon you 1n terrible excitements and in awful convictions. I
beseech you, do not distrust the power of grace, because 1t has stolen imperceptibly
into your hearts. Mark the promise: “I will be as the dew unto Israel,”

Again, if the dew is sometimes imperceptible, it s always sufficient. If God
waters the earth with dew, foolish would be the man who should go afterwards, to
water after his Maker. And God’s grace, when it comes upon man’s heart, is all-
sufficient. What he giveth unto Israel, his own chosen people, i8 always enough
for them. They sometimes think they want something more; they never really
do; and what else they want, or think they want, it is better for them still to want.
God is sufficient.

And the dew, too, when it is required, is constant. God may, if he pleases, with-
hold the dew, that he may make a nation tear before himn; but he usually sendeth
the dew in its appointed time, and each morning beholdeth the pearly drops shed
forth from the hand of God; and 8o, Christian, God will be thy dew. As thou

wantest grace, 8o shalt thou find 1t.

¢ All needful grace will God bestow,
And crown that grace with glory tong
He gives us all things, and withholds

No real good from upright souls.”

But it is superfluous for me to tell you what is the meaning of this figure. You
all know it ten times better than I do, or at least you ought, for I am sure this
text has been preached from times enough, and you are always hearing the metaphor
used. Like many of God’s metaphors, it is so simple, so glorious, it arrests our
atiention at first sight—*“I will be as the dew unto Israel.” Instead of explaining,
therefore, allow me to question you concerning it. Are you, my dear friends, of
the number here mentioned who belong to Israel? You ask me what is meant by
Israel. T reply, that historically Israel means God’s elect, his chosen ones: * Israel
have I loved, but Esau have I hated.,” But as you cannot tell that you are God’s
elect, except by signs and marks, I must tell you another meaning of Israel. Israel
means ¢ man of proyer. The name of “Israel” was given to Jacob, because he
“ wrestled with the angel, and prevailed.” Are you a man of prayer? Come now,
answer the question, each one of you for yourselves. Are you men of prayer, and
women of prayer? Alas! some of you may use a form of prayer, but it hath no
life in it. You ask, do I object to forms of prayer? I answer, no. I believe that
sometimes forms of prayer, moulded according to the mind of the Spirit, are offered
up with the vital breath ot the same Spirit of God. Far be it from me to say, that
because you use a form of prayer, therefore you do not pray at all; this however
I remind you, your form of prayer is merely a vehicle, that moveth not except as
it is drawn. Of itself it is like a steam engine, motionless till the furnace 1s heated;
or rather, it is like the carriage which is drawn by the steam engine, being linked
thereto with chains. A form of prayer is a heavy material thing, which prayer has
to drag after it. It is no help to prayer, but rather a burden to 1t. There mmay be
prayer with the huge cumbrous thing called the form attgqhed, but the form 18
distinct in every sense from the power. The prayer is the spirit, the life. the desire,
the wish, the agonising panting with God to cbtain the blessing I ask you not
whether you use a {form of prayer, or whether you utter extempore prayers; for you
may speak extemporaneously in prayer,and talk as much nonsense,ay,andagreat deal
more than you would if you used a prescribed form; you may a}rmd formality, and
become frivolous. It is not uttering spontaneous words that 1s prayer any more
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