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“They hated me without a cause,”—John xv. 285.

It is usually understood, that the quotation our Saviour here refers to is to be
found in the 35th Psalm, at the 19th verse, where David says, speaking of him-
self immediately and ofthe Saviour prophetically, ‘ Let not them who are mine
enemies rejoice over me, neither let them wink with the eye that hate me
without a cause.” Our Saviour refers to that as being applicable to himself, and
thus he really tells us, in effect, that many of the Psalms are Messianic, or refer
to the Messiah ; and, therefore, Dr. Hawker did not err, when he said he be-
lieved the Psalms referred to the Saviour, though he may have carried the truth
too far. But it will be a good plan, in reading the Psalms, if we continually
look at them as alluding not so much to David,as to the manof whom David was
the type, Jesus Christ, David’s Lord.

No being was ever more lovely than the Saviour; it would seem almost im-
possible not to have affection for him. Certainly at first sight it would seem far
more difficult to hate him than to love him. And yet, loveable as he was, yea,
‘““ altogether lovely,”” no being so early met with hatred, and no creature ever
endured such a continual persecution as he had to suffer. He is no sooner
ushered into the world, than the sword of Herod is ready to cut him off, and the
innocents of Bethlehem, by their dreadful massacre, gave a sad foretaste of the
sufferings which Christ would endure, and of the hatred that men would pour
upon his devoted head. From his first moment to the cross, save the temporary
lull while he was a child, itseemed as if all the world were in league against
him, and all men sought to destroy him. In different ways that hatred displayed
itself, sometimes in overt deeds, as when they took him to the brow of the hill,
and would have cast him down headlong, or when they took up stones again to
stone him, because he said that Abraham desired to see his day, and saw it, and
was glad. At other times that hatred showed itself in words of slander, such as
these,—‘‘ He is a drunken man and a wine-bibber, a friend of publicans and
sinners ;”’ or in looks of contempt, as when they lcoked suspiciously at him,
because he did eat with publicans and sinners, and sat down to table with
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unwashea hands., At other times that hatred dwelt entirely in their thoughts.
an_d they *-’i'z-‘.'_‘:v.g?f: 7°thin themselves, “This rman blasphemeth,” becsuse he
gaid, ‘° T}'} v oviug 32 fovglven thae.” Jut gl almost every Sime there was a hatred
towards Churisi; and wheun they took him, and would have made him Kivg, and
a shallow {fleeting fiood of popular applause would have wafted him on to an
unsteady throne, even then there was a latent hatred towards him, only kept
under by leaves and fishes, which only wanted an equal quantity of loaves and
fishes oficred by the priests, to developititselfin the ery of *“ Crucify him, crucify
him,” insiead of the shout of * Hosannah ! blessed is he that cometh in the
name of the Lord.” All grades of men hated him., Most men have to meet
with some opposition; but then it is frequently a clazs opposition, and there are
other classes who look at them with respeci. The demagogue, who is admired
by the poor, must expect to be despised by the rich; and he who labours for
the aristocracy, of course meets with the contempt of the many. But here was
a man who walked among the people, who loved them, who spoke to rich and
poor as though tliey were (as indeed they are) on one level in his blessed sight :
and yet all classes conspired to hate him; the priests cried him down because
he spoiled their dogmas; the nobles would put him to death because he spoke
of being a king ; while the poor, for some reasons best known to themselves,
though they admired his eloquence, and frequently would have fallen prostrate
in worship before him, on account of the wondrous deeds he did, even these, led
by men who ought to have guided them better, conspired to put him to death,
and to consuminate their guilt by nailing him to the tree, and then wagging
their heads, bade him, if he could build a temple in three days, to save himself
and come down from the cross. Christ was the hated one, the slandered and
scorned ; he was *‘ despised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows and acquain-
ted with grief.”

Now, we shall try this morning, first, to justify the Saviour’s remurks, that he was
hated without a cause; and secondly, to dwell upon the sin of men—that men hated
him without a cause; in the third place, to yive a lesson or two to Christ’s own people,
which they may well learn from the fact, that their Saviour was hated without
a cause.

I. First, then, beloved, let usyusTIFYy WHAT THE SAvioUur satp,— ‘They hated
me without a cause.” And we remark, that, apart from the consideration of
man’s sinfulness, and Christ’s purity, there certainly is no cause, whatever to be
discovered why the world should have hated him.

First let us regard Christ in kis person., Was there anything in Christ’s person
as 2 man, when helived in this world, which had a natural tendency to make
any person hate him? Let us remark, that there was an absence of almost
everything which excites hatred between man and man. In the first place there
was no great rank in Christ to excite envy. Itis a well known fact that let a man
be ever so good, if he be at all lifted above his fellow-creatures by riches, or by
title, though one by one men will respect him, yet the many often, speak against
him, not so much for what he is, as for his rank and his title. It seems to be
natural to men in the mass to despise nobles; each man, individually, thinks it
a wonderful fine thing to know a lord; but Eut men together, and they will
despise lords and bishops, and speak very lightly of principalities and powers.
Now Christ had none of the outward circumstances of rank, he had no chariot,
no long sleeves, no elevation above his fellows; when he walked abroad there
were no heralds to attend him, there wasno poinp todo - him honor. In fact,
one would think that Christ’s appearance would naturally have engendered

ity. Instead of being lifted above men, he did, in some sense, seem to be
Eelow them, for foxes had holes, and the birds of the air had nests, but the Son
of Man had not where to lay his head. Many a democrat has railed against the
archbishop when he has gone by Lambeth palace ; but would he curse or despise
him if he were told the archbishop had not where to lay his head, but simply
toiled for the truth’s sake, and had no reward? The envy naturally excited by
rank, station, and such-like, could not have operated in Christ’s case ; there
was nothing in his garb to attract attention; it was the garb of the peasant of
(alilee—*“ of one piece, woven from the top throughout.”” Nor was there any-
thing in his rank. He might have been the son of an ancient royal family, bué






