awh Street Pulpit,

TO TAE READERS OF THE NEW PARK STREET PULPIT.
MY DEAR BRETIIREN,

Incessant labour has so completely wearied me, that I am compelled to retire for a few
weeks from active service. 'The great Master bade his disciples to ““go into the desert and rest
awhile,” and I feel that 1 should be acting i opposition to the warnings of Providence in my mental
and physical frame if I did not seek repose. During my absence I shall continue to address you
through the evening sermons, which are richer and more full of doctrinal truch than those of the
morning. If the sermons addressed to the mixed assemblies of Exeter Hall have been in any
measure profitable to you, I am full well assured that the evening sermons to the Church of God
will not fail, under the divine blessing, to edify you far more.

1 shall hope to write a few lines to you, which will be appended to the weekly sermon, that the
links of our communion may not be broken, and that I may have the opportunty of begging your
dally prayers., The Lord bless you and preserve you until the day of his appearing.

I am, yours in Jesus,
Clapham, Monday, June 4th, 1860. C. H. SPURGEOXN.

HIGH DOCTRINL.

Fq Secrmon

DELIVEBRED ON SABBATH MORNING, JUNE 3RrRD, 1860, BY THE

REV. C. . SPURGEON,

AT EXETER HALL, STRAND.,

¢“ And all things are of God.”—2 Cor. v. 18,

T wourp have you look on this text as being a summary of all the things which we have
preached to you these years. It has been my endeavour, constantly and continually, to
maintain that salvation is of God’s good will, and not of man’s free will ; that man is
nothing, and that Jesus Christ is both Alpha aud Omega, the beginning and the end, the
first and the last. And I think I may truly say, ¢ Now of the things which we have
spoken, this is the sum ’—¢‘all things are of God.” And oh my brethren,- what &
large summary it is! it contains words which grasp the compass of everytl{lng that
your mind can think upon—*‘“all things;" and it proclaims him tp whom all thmgs oOWe
their being—*‘ God.” Grasp this total if you are able, “ All things!” _Wh&t 18 here
omitted ¢ Surely whatsoever the Christian can desire is to be found in those words
‘““all things.” But lest even that should not be comprehensive enough, our SUMMAry
contains a still greater word, one which 18 supreme over all, inasmuch as all things
spring from his loins, and yet he remaineth still the same, as full ag ever. All things
are of God.” If we be thirsty, here are streams that never can be exhausted. If we
be hungry, surely here is bread enough and to spare. If we be poor, here are treasures
and riches that are utterly inexhaustible, for here we have all things, and all things
in God.

I shall hope this morning to do two things ; first, to lay down clearly‘ and distinctly,
the doctrine of this sentence, and then secondly, o shew the excellent practical tendency of
such doctrine.

I. To begin with THE DOCTRINE ITSELF :— '
upon that doctrine, I shall have need to sub-divide it, taking 1

as to fow, and then as to why. _ .
““ Al things are of God!’ What is meant here by the term, ‘“all things 7 The

reply is to be found in the context—all things of the new creation are of God. It is not
necessary for us to remind you that all the things of the old creation are of God.
None but the infidel will ever for a moment affirm, that there 13 anythlng which exists
apart from the Creator. We believe that he hath laid the beams of his chambers 1n
the waters, he hath spread out the heavens like a tent &0 dwell in, the isles have beeg
created by his hand, and the winds still are, as they ever were, under his guidance and
control ; nothing is, and nothing shall be, but that wh%ch_ he ordains, determines, an

supports. Concerning the matter of the new creation, it is wonderful that there ever
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should have been any controversy. Do we call that man an infidel who should teach
that some things of the old creation were of man? What name shall I give to the
being who will dare to say that anything in the new creation of grace is of man ?
Surely if the first be an heresy, the second must be an heresy equally damnable, and
perhaps more so. For the one doth but touch the external works of God, while the
other thrusts 1ts sacrilegious hand into the internal works of his grace, plucks the
brightest jewel from his crown, and treads it in the dust. We hold, and ever must
maintain, that all things, without exception, in the new creation, are of God, and of
God alone,

‘“ What things?” do you say again. We answer, all things that refer to the new
nature—all things that refer to our new privileges and to our new actions—whatsoever
things refer to the new nature are of God. The personal desire after Christ which is
found in the sinner’s contrite heart 1s of (God. The first new hope which gilds the dark-
ness of the poor benighted mind is of God. The first glimpse of new faith, when that man
turns his eye to the Saviour, i1 of God. The first beginnings of divine love in the soul
are of God. Leave men to themselves, and the corruption of their nature may fester,
and rot, and breed the fungus of a vile imagination. But the life of God never yet
sprung naturally from a dead heart. Whatsoever thing is good in its beg.nning, as
well as in its perfecting, ‘‘ cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no
variableness, neither shadow of turning.” Some seem to teach, that man 1s to take
the first step in salvation, and God will take the rest. No, sirs, if man can take the
first, he can take the last, and take the whole. If man, dead in trespasses and sins,
can quicken himself, he certainly can maintain the life of which he is himself the
author. If man, corrupt, debased, and cast away from God, can say, unawakened by
grace, ‘I will repent, I will change my ways and turn to God,” and if he can carry
out that resolution to himself, and by his own unaided mind, then there is no room for
God in salvation at all. Let man have the whole of it, and let him have all the glory,
But know thou my hearer, if thou bast but one good thought in thy heart it is of
God ; if there be a something which says to thee, ‘‘ Arise and go to thy Father,”
that voice is God’s voice. If thy bowels begin to yearn towards the Father, whom
thou hast angered and aggrieved, and if thy feet desire to leave the mountains of sin
and vanity, and to tread the right road, it is a Father’s hand that draws thee, it 18
a Saviour’s voice that sweetly impels thee to seek his face, for ‘“ All things are of God.”

Everything moreover with regard to the new nature is of God, not merely as to its
first implanting, but as to its subsequent outworking and full development. Has the
believer strength—it is of God. Does he stand, and is he kept from falling—his standing
is of God. Is he preserved in the midst of temptation true to his covenant, and does
he stand in the day of trial firm to his Master—his integrity is of God. There is
nothing in him by nature apart from God, which is not vile and deceitful, *‘In me
(that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing.” If there be anything good in my
nature, if I have been transformed by the renewing of my mind, if 1 am regenerate,
if I have passed from death unto life, if I have been taken out of the family of Satan,
and adopted into the family of God’s dear Son, and if I am now no more an heir of
wrath, but a child of heaven, then all these things are of God, and in no sense, and
in no degree whatever are they of myself.

Still further, as the new nature is of God, so the new privileges of the new nature
are all of God ; and what are these? Rich and precious assuredly they are. Thereis par-
don, the washing away of all my sins, and who shall say that is not of (zod ? There
is justification, the being robed about with a snow-white garment, which shall make
me meet to be partaker of the inheritance of the saints in light, and is not that of
God? -There is sanctification, which cuts out the very root of sin, and treads the old
Adam-nature beneath the feet of the new-born babe in Christ ; is not that of God*
There is the privilege of adoption, which the Father has given to as many as believe on
his only begotten Son, that they may have power to become the sons of God. O Lord,
purely this adoption is of thee ! There is communion, by which through (?hnst Jesus
we have access by one Spirit unto the Father. But whoever dared to think of com-
munion apart from the unspeakable grace of the Most High? I am sure, my brethren,
you who have traced the heights, and depths, and lengths, and breadths of covenant
mercies and covenant privileges, have never yet met with a single privilege which was
not of God. You have walked the broad acres of God’s rich grace, but you have not
seen there a plant or a flower which was not of his sowing and of his rearing. When
you have gone into the treasure house, and have taken down those shoes of iron and
of brass, and that helmet of proof, that sword of steel, when you have laid hold upon
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