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“If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for
their sin.”’—John xv, 22,

THE peculiar sin of the Jews, the sin which aggravated above everything their
former iniquities, was their rejection of Jesus Christ as the Messiah, He had been
very plainly described in the books of the prophets, and they who waited for him,
such as Simeon and Anna, no sooner beheld him, even in his infant state, than
they rejoiced to see him, and understood that God had sent forth his salvation.
But because Jesus Christ did not answer the expectation of that evil generation,
because he did not come arrayed in pomp and clothed with power, because he had
not the outward garnishing of a prince and the honours of a king, they shut their
eyes against him; he was “a root out of a dry ground,” he was * despised and they
esteemed him not.” Nor did their sin stop there. Not content with denying his
Messiahship, they were exceeding hot against him in their anger; they hunted him
all his life, seeking his blood; nor were they content till their fiendish malice
had been fully glutted by sitting down at the foot of the cross, and watching the
dying throes and the expiring agonies of their crucified Messiah. Though over
the cross itself the words were written, “ Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the
Jews,” yet they knew not their king, God’s everlasting Son; and knowing him
not, they crucified him, *“for had they known him, they would not have crucified
the Lord of glory.”

Now, the sin of the Jews isevery day repeated by the Gentiles; that which they
did once, many have done every day. Are there not many of you now present
this day, listening to my voice, who forget the Messiah? You do not trouble your-
self to deny him; you would not degrade yourselves, in what is called a Christian
country, by standing up to blaspheme his name. Perhaps you hold the right
doctrine concerning him, and believe him to be the Son of God as well as the Son
of Mary; but still you neglect his claims, and give him no honour, and do not
accept him as worthy of your trust. He is not your Redeemer; you are not
looking for his second advent, nor are you expecting to be saved through his blood;
nay, even worse, ye are this day crucitying him; for know ye not, that as many as
put away from them the gospel of Christ, do crucify the Lord afresh and open wide
his wounds? As often as ye hear the Word preached and reject it, as often as ye
are warned, and stifle the voice of your conscience, a8 often as ye are made to
tremble, and yet say, “ Go thy way for this time, when I have a more convenient
scason, 1 will send for thee,” so often do you in effect grasp the hammer and the
nail, and once more pierce the hand, and make the blood issue from the side. And
there are other ways by which you wound him through his members. As often as
ye despise his ministers, or cast stumbling blocks in the way of his servants, or
ympede his gospel by your evil example, or by your hard words seek to pervert
the seeker from the way of truth, so often do you commit that great iniquity
which brought the curse upon the Jew, and which hath doomed him to. wander
through the earth, until the day of the second advent when ke shall come who
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ghall even by the Jew be acknowledged the King of the Jews, for whom both Jew
and Gentile are now looking with anxious expectation, even Messias, the Prince
who came once to suffer, but who comes again to relgn.

And now I shall endeavour this morning to show the parallel between your case
and that of the Jew; not doing so in set phrase, but yet incidentally, as God shall
help me; appealing to your conscien.e, and making you feel that in rejecting Christ,
you commit the same sin and incur the same doom. We shall note, first of all, the
excellence of the ministry, since Christ comes in it, and speahs to men: “If I had
not spoken to them.” We shall notice, secondly, the aggravation of sin caused by
the rejection of Christ’s message : “ If 1 had not spoken to them they had not had sin.”
Thirdly, the death of all excuses, caused by the preaching of the Word : * Now they
have no cloke for their sin.” And then, in the last place, we shall briefly, but very
solemnly announce the fearfully aggravated doom of those who thus reject the Saviour,
and increase their quilt by despising him,

I. In the first place, then, this morning it is ours to say, and to say truly togc,
that IN THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL, THERE IS TO MANS CONSCIENCE THRE
COMING OF OUR LORD JEsUS CHRIST, AND THE SPEAKING OF THE SAVIOUR
THROUGH US. When Israel of old despised Moses and murmured against him,
Moses meekly said, “ Ye have not murmured against us, but ye have murmured
against the Lord God of Israel.” And truly the minister may, with Scripture
warrant, say the same: he that despiseth us, despiseth not us, but him that sent
us; he who rejecteth the message rejecteth not what we say, but rejecteth the
message of the everlasting God. The minister is but a man; he has no priestly
power, but he is a man called out of the rest of mankind, and endowed with the
Holy Spirit, to speak to his fellow-men; and when he preacheth the truth as with
power sent down from heaven, God owns him by calling him his ambassador, and
puts him in the high and responsible position of a watchman on the walls of Zion,
and he bids all inen take heed that a faithful message, faithfully delivered, when
despised and trampled on, amounts to rebellion against God, and to sin and
iniquity against the Most High. As for what / may say, as a man, it is but
little that I should say it; but if I speak as the Lord’s ambassador, take heed that
ve slight not the message. It is the Word of God sent down from heaven which
we preach with the power of the Holy Spirit, earnestly beseeching you to beheve
it, and remember, it is at the peril of your own souls that you put it from you,
for it is not we that speak, but the Spirit of the Lord our God who speaketh in
us. With what a solemnity does this invest the gospel ministry! O ye sons of
men, the ministry is not the speaking of men, but the speaking of God through men.
As many as are the real called and sent servants of God, are not the authors of
their message; but they first hear it from the Master, and they speak it to the
people; and they see ever before their eyes these solemn words—* Take heed unto
thyselt, and unto.the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both
save thyself and them that hear thee;” and they hear bebind them this awftil
threatening—* If thou warn them not they shall perish, but their blood will I
require at thine hand.” Ohl that ye might see written in letters of fire betore
you this day the words of the prophet—* Q earth, earth, earth, hear the Word
of the Lord;” for as far as our ministry is true and untainted by error, it is God’s
Word, and it hath the same right and claim to your belief as if God himself
should speak it from the top of Sinal, instead of speaking it through the humble
ministry of the Word of God.

And now let us pause over this doctrine, and let us ask ourselves this solemn
question., Have we not all of us grossly sinned against God, in the neglect that
we have often put upon the means of grace? How often have you stayed away
from the house of God, when God himself was speaking there? What would
have been the doom of Israel, if, when summoned on that sacred day to hear the
Word of God from the top of the mountain, they had perversely rambled into the
wilderness, rather than attend to hear it? And yet so have you done. You have
sought your own pleasure, and listened to the syren song of temptation; but ye
have shut your ear against the voice of the Most High; and when he has himself
been speaking in his own house, ye have turned aside unto crooked ways, and have
not regarded the voice of the Lord your God. And when ye have come up to the
house of God, how often has there been the careless eye, the inattentive ear!
Ye have heard as though ye heard not. Your ear has been penetrated, but the
hidden man of the heart has been deaf, and you have been like the deaf adder;
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