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*¢This is his name whereby he shall be called, The Lord our Righteousness.”—Jeremiah xxiit. 8.

MaN by the fall sustained an infinite loss in the matter of righteousness, He suffered
the loss of a righteous nature, and then a two-fold loss of legal righteousness in the
sight of God. Man sinned ; he was therefore no longer innocent of transgression,
Man did not keep the command ; he therefore was guilty of the sin of omission. In
that which he committed, and in that which he omitted, his original character for up-
rightness was completely wrecked. Jesus Christ came to undo the mischief of the fall
for his people. So far as their sin concerned their breach of the command, that he
has removed by his precious blood. His agony and bloody sweat have for ever taken
away the consequences of sin from believers, séeing Christ did by his one sacrifice bear
the penalty of that sin in his flesh, He, his own self, bare our sins in his own body
on the tree. Still it is not enough for a man to be pardoned. He of course is then
in the eye of God without sin. But it was required of man that he should actually
keep the command. It was not enough that he did not break it, or that he is re-
garded through the blood as though he did not break it. He must keep it, he must
continue in all things that are written iu the book of the law to do them. How is this
necessity supplied? Man must have a righteousness, or God cannot accept him. Man
must have a perfect obedience, or else God cannot reward him. Should He give
heaven to a soul that has not perfectly kept the law; that were to give the reward
where the service is not done, and that before God would be an act which might
impeach his justice. Where, then, is the righteousness with which the pardoned man
shall be completely covered, so that God can regard him as having kept the law,
and reward him for so doing? Surely, my brethren, none of you are so besotted as
to think that this righteousness can be wrought out by yourselves. You must despair
of ever being able to keep the law perfectly. Each day you sin. Since you have
passed from death unto life, the old Adam still struggles for dominion within you.
And by the force of the lusts of the flesh you are brought into captivity to the law
of sin which is in your members. The good you would do, you do not, and the evil
you would not, that you too often do. Some have thought the works of the Holy
Spirit in us would give us a righteousness in which we might stand., I am sure,
my brethren, we would not say & word derogatory to th~ vork of the Holy Spirit.
No. 395.



JEHOVAH TSIDKENU.—THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS,

It is divine. But we hold it to be a great cardinal point in divinity that the work
of the Spirit was never meant to supplant the merits of the Son. We could not
depreciate the Lord Jesus Christ in order to exalt the office of the Holy Spirit of God.
We know that each particular branch of the divine salvation which was espoused
by the persons of the Trinity has been carried out by each one to perfection. Now
as we are accepted in the Beloved, it must be by a something that the Beloved did ; as
we are justified in Christ it must be by a something not that the Spirit has done, but
which Christ has done. We must believe, then,—for there is no other alternative—that
the righteousness in which we must be clothed, and through which we must be ac-
cepted, and by which we are made meet to inherit eternal life, can be no other than
the work of Jesus Christ. We, therefore, assert, believing that-Scripture fully warrants
us, that the life of Christ constitutes the righteousness in which his people are to be
clothed. His death washed away their sins, his life covered them from head to foot ;
his death was the sacrifice to God, his life was the gift to man, by which man satisfies
the demands of the law. Herein the law is honoured and the soul is accepted. I find
that many young Christians who are very clear about being saved by the merits
of Christ’s death. do not seem to understand the merits of his life. Remember, young
believers, that from the first moment when Christ did lie in the cradle until the time
when he ascended up on high. he was at work for his people ; and from the moment
when he was seen in Mary’s arms, till the instant when in the arms of death he
““bowed his head and gave up the ghost,” he was at work for your salvation and mine.
He completed the work of obedience in his life, and said to his Father, ‘‘I have
finished the work which thou gavest me to do.” Then he completed the work of
atonement in his death, and knowing that all things were accomplished, he cried, ‘It
is finished.” He was througzh his life spinning the web for making the royal garment,
and in his death he dipped that garment in his blood  Tn his life he was gathering
together the precious gold, in his death he hammered it out to make for us a garment
which is of wrought gold. You have as much to thank Christ for living as for dying,
and you should be as reverently and devoutly grateful for his spotless life as for his
terrible and fearful death. The text speaking of Christ, the son of David, the branch
out of the root of Jesse, styles him, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Having introduced the doctrine of imputed righteousness, T proceed to map out
my subject. First, by way of afirmation; we say of the text—it is so—Christ is the
Lord our righteousness ; secondly, I shall exhort you to do him homage ; let us call
him so ; for this is the name whereby he shall be called ; and thirdly, I shall appeal to
your gratitude ; let us wonder at the reigning grace, which has caused us to fulfil the
promise, for we have been sweetly compelled to call him the Lord our righteousness.

First, then, He is so. Jesus Christ is the Lord our righteousness. There are but
three words, ‘‘JEHOvVaH,”—for so it is in the original,—* OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.”
He is Jehovah. Read that verse, and you will clearly perceive that the Messias
of the Jews, Jesus of Nazareth the Saviour of the Gentiles, is certainly Jehovah.
He hath the incommunicable title of the Most High God. “Behold, the days come,
saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous branch, and a king shall
reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. In his days
Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he
shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” Oh, ye Arians and Socinians, who
monstrously deny the Lord who bought you and put him to open shame by denving
his divinity, read you that verse and let your blasphemous tongues be silent, and let
your obdurate hearts melt in penitence because ye have so foully sinned against
him. He ¢s Jehovah, or, mark you, the whole of God's word is false, and there
is no grouna whatever for a sinner'’s hope. ~We know, and this day wo testify in
his name, that the very Christ who did lie 1 the manger as an infant was infinite
even then; that he who cried, cried for very pain as a child, was nevcrthelesa
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saluted at that very moment as God by the songs of the creatures that his hands had
made. He who walked in pain over the flinty acres of Palestine, was at the same
time possessor of heaven and earth. He who had not where to lay his head, and was
despised and rejected of men, was at the same instant God over all, blessed for ever-
more. He that sweat great drops of blood did bear the earth upon his shoulders.
He who was flagellated in Pilate’s hall was adored by spirits of the just made
perfect. He who did hang upon the tree had the creation hanging upon him. He who
died on the cross was the ever living, the everlasting One. Asaman he died, as God
he lives. As Mary’s son he bled, as the son of the Eternal God he had the sway and
the dominion over all the world. In nature Christ proves himself to be universal God.
Without him was not anything made that was made. By him all things consist.
Who less than God could make the heavens and the earth? Bow before him, bow
before him, for he made you, and should not the creatures acknowledge their Creator ?

Providence attests his Godhead. He upholdeth all things by the word of his
power. Creatures that are animate have their breath from his nostrils ; inanimate
creatures that are strong and mighty stand only by his strength. He can say
concerning the earth, “I bear the pillars thereof.” In the deep foundations of the
gea his power is felt, and in the towering arches of the starry heavens his might is
recognised to the full. And as for Grace, we claim for Christ that he is Jehovah in
the great kingdom of his grace. Who less than God could have carried your sins
and mine and cast them all away? Who less than God could have interposed to
deliver us from the jaws of hell’s lions, and bring us up from the pit, having found a
ransom ! On whom less than God could we rely to keep us from the innumerable
temptations that beset us?! How can he be less than God, when he says, “Lo I am
with you always, unto the end of the world ¥ How could he be omnipresent if he were
not God! How could he hear our prayers, the prayers of millions, scattered through
the leagues of earth, and attend to them all, and give acceptance to all, if he were not
infinite in understanding and infinite in merit? How were this if he were less than
God ? Let Atheists scoff, let Deists sneer, let the vain Socinian boast, let the Arian
lift up his puny voice, but we will glory in this fact, that he that bought us with his
blood is Jehovah—very God of very God. At his footstool we bow and pay him the
very homage that we pay to his Father and to the Spirit,

‘ Blessings more than we can give,
Be Lord for ever thine.”

But the text speaks about righteousness too—*Jehovah our righteousness.” And
he .3 so. Christ in his life was so righteous, that we may say of the life, taken as a
whole, that it is righteousness itself. Christ is the law incarnate. Understand me.
He lived out the law of God to the very.full, and while you see God’s precepts written
in fire on Sinai’s brow, you see them written in flesh in th&person of Christ.

“ My dear Redeemer and my Lord,
~ I read my duty in thy word,
But in thy life the law appears
Drawn out in living characters.”
ﬁe never offended against the commands of the Just One. From his eye there never
flashed the fire of .unhallowed anger. On his lip there dtd never hang the unjust or
_1i’c‘éntious word. His heart was never stirred by the breath of sin or the taint of iniquity.
In the secret of his reins no fault was hidden. In his understanding was no defect ; in his
!'iud'gment no error. In his miracles there was no ostentation. In him there was
indeed no guile. His powers being ruled by his understanding, all of them acted and
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