“LET CS PRAY

Go Christian brother in your troubles and seek God. Tt is not possible that yon
can perish praying, If you could perish singing, you could not perish praying on
your knees. Think ye that while you can plead a Father’s love, and cry with the
Spirit of adoption to him, that you can be forsaken? If you forsake the throne,
then may you indeed have a fear that you are forsaken. But when the Spirit
draws you to the mercy-seat, such a fear must vanish, for if thou art at the mercy-
seat, God is there too. God loves the mercy-seat better than thou dost. He
dwelleth between the cherubim; thou only goest there sometimes. But that is his
abiding-place, his mercy-seat, where he always sits. Go thou, then, I tell thee,
and thou canst not be destroyed; thy ruin is impossible, whilst thou dost cry,
* Let us pray!”

And have I here this morning some that are oppressed with guilt? Dear
hearer, however great your sins may have been, if thou dost seek God, thou
canst not perish, for “thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek thee.” Me-
thinks, I hear some one say, ¢ Oh, that just suits me. I fear I have no faith; I am
afrald I don’t repent as I ought, But I know I seek Christ; I am sure I am seek-
ing him.,” Ah! so then this promise is thine, Take it home with thee. Suck
it; get at its juice. Here, indeed, is a cluster full of new wine for thee. Take it
home with thee:—* Thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek thee.” Seek, and

ye shall find; knock, and the door shall surely be opened to you.
May God now grant his blessing, for Jesu’s sake. Amen.
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“ But it is good for me to draw near to God.”—Psalm lxxiii, 23,

THERE are many ways by which the true believer draws near to God. The gates of
the king’s palace are many; and through the love of Jesus, and the rich grace of his
Spirit, it is our delight to enter and approach our heavenly Father. First and foremost
among these 1s communion, that sweet converse which man holds with God ; that state
of nearness to God, in which our mutual secrets are revealed—our hearts being open
unto him, Z:s heart being manifested to us. Here 1t 1s we see the invisible, and hear
the unutterable. The outward symbol of fellowship is the sacred Supper of the Lord,
at which, by means of simple emblems, we are divinely enabled to feed, after a spiritual
sort, upon the flesh and blood of the Redeemer. This i1s a pearly gate of fellowship, a
royal road which our feet delight to -tread. Moreover, we draw near to God even in
our sighs and tears, when our desolate spirits long for his sacred presence, crying,
‘“ Whom have I in heaven but thee, and there 1s none upon earth that I desire beside
thee!” And as often as we read the promise written in the Word, and are enabled to
receive it and rest upon it as the very words of a Covenant God, we do really ‘‘ Draw
near to him.”

Nevertheless, prayer is the best used means of drawing near to God. You will
excuse me, then, if in considering my text this morning, 1 confine myself entirely to
the subject of prayer. It is in prayer mainly, that we draw near to God, and
certainly it can be said emphatically of prayer, it is good for every man who knoweth
how to practise that heavenly art, in it to draw near unto God. To assist your memo-
ries, that the sermon may abide with you in after days, I shall divide my discourse this
morning in a somewhat singular manner ; first, I shall look upon my text as being
a touchstone, by which we may try our prayers, ay, and try ourselves too. Thenl
shall take the text as a whetstone to sharpen our desires, to make us more earnest,
and more diligent in supplication, because “1t is good to draw near to God ;” and then,
I shall have the solemn task in the last place of using it as a fombstone, with a direful
epitaph upon it for those who do not know what it is to draw near to God ; for “ A

prayerless soul is a Christless soul.”
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I. First, then, regard my text as A TOUCHSTONE by which you may test ynur
prayers, and thus fry yourselves.

That is not prayer of which it cannot be said that there was in it a drawing near
unto (God. Come hither then with your supplications. I see one coming forward who
says, “I am in the daily habit of using a form of prayer both at morning and at
evening. I could not be happy if I went abroad before I had first repeated myv
morning prayer, nor could I rest at night without again going over the holy sentences
appointed for use at eventide. Sir, my form is the very best that could possibly be
written ; it was compiled by a famous bishop, one who was glorified in martyrdom,
and ascended to his God in a fiery chariot of flame.” My friend, I am glad to hear,
if you use a form, that you use the best. If we must have forms at all, let them be
of the most excellent kind. 8o far so good. But let me ask you a question, I am not
about to condemn you for any form you may have used, but tell me now, and tell me
honestly frem your inmost soul, have you drawn near to God while you have been
repeating those words? for if not, O solemn thought! all the prayers you have ever
uttered have been an idle mockery. You have said prayers, but you have never
prayed in your life. Imagine not that there is any enchantment in any particular set
of words. You might as well repeat the alphabet backwards, or the ‘ Abracadabra ™
of a wizard, as go over the best form in the world, unless there is something more than
form in it. Have you drawn near to God? Suppose that one of us should be desirous
of presenting a petition to the House of Commons. We wisely ask in what manner
the petition should be worded : we procure the exact phrases ; and suppose that in the
morning we rise and read this form, or repeat it to ourselves, and conclude with,
‘“ And your petitioners will ever pray,” and the like. We do the same again at night,
the same the next day, and for months we continue the practice. One day meeting
some member of the House, we accost him and astonish him by saying, ‘“Sir, I wonder
I have never had an answer from the House, I have been petitioning these last six
months, and the form that I used was the most accurate that could be procured.”
‘““ But,” says he, ‘““how was your petition presented ?” ¢ Presentéd/ I had not thought
of that ; I have repeated it.” ‘“Ay,” he would say, “and you may repeat it many a
long day before any good comes from it ; it is not the repeating it, but the presenting
of the petition, and having it pleaded by some able friend that will get you the boon
you desire.” And so it may be, my friend, that you have been repeating collects and
prayers ; and have you ignorantly imagined that you have prayed ? Why, your prayer
bas never been presented. You have not laid it before the bleeding Lamb of God,
and have not asked him to take it for you into the sacred place where God abideth,
and there to present the petition with his own merits before his Father’s throne. I
will not bid thee cease from thy form ; but I do beseech thee by the living God, either
cease from it, or else beg the Holy Spirit to enable thee to draw near to God in it.
Oh, I beseech you, take not what I may say for any censoriousness ; I speak now as
God’s own messenger in this matter. Thy prayer has not been heard, and it neither
can nor will be answered unless there be in it & true and real desire to draw near
to God.

‘““ Ah,” saith another, “I am pleased to hear these remarks, for I am in the habit of
offering extempore prayer every morning and evening, and at otber times ; besides, I
like to hear you speak against the form, sir.” Mark, I did not speak against the form,
that 18 not my business upon this occasion. Omne class of sinners is always pleased tc
hear another class of sinners found favlt with. You say you offer an extempore
supplication. I bring your prayer to the same touchstone as the former. What is
there in the form that you can extemporize, that it should be so much better than
that which was composed by some holy man of God ¢ Possibly your extempore form is
not worth a farthing, and if it could be written, might be a disgrace to prayer-
makers. 1 bring you at once to the test—have you in your prayer drawn near to
God? When you have been on your knees in the morning, have you thought that
you were talking to the King of heaven and earth? Have you breathed your desires,
not to the empty winds, but into the ear of the Eternal? Have you desired to come
to him and tell to him your wants, and have you sought at his hands the answer to
your requests * Remember, you have not prayed successfully or acceptably unless you
have in prayer endeavoured to draw near to God. Suppose now, (to take a case) that
I should desire some favour of a friend. I shu* myself up alone, and I commence
delivering an oration, pleading earnestly for the boon I need. I repeat this at night,
and 80 on month after month. At last I meet my friend and I tell him that T have
been asking a favour of him, and that he has never heard my prayer. ‘‘ Nay,” saith he,
““l have never seen you, you never spoke to me.” ¢ Ah, but you should have heard
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