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““The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the Lord shall not want any good
thing,”'—Psalm xxxiv, 10.

RigHT truly did Paul say, “ Whereby he hath given unto us exceeding great and
precious promises;’ for surely this promise is excecding great indeed. In the
entire compass of God’s holy word, there is not to be tound a precious declaration
which can excel this in sweetness; for how could God promise to us more than all
things? how could even A:is infinite benevolence stretch theline of his grace farther
than it hath gone in this verse of the psalm?—< They that seek the Lord shall not
want any good thing.” There 18 here no reserve; nothing is kept back; there is no
solitary word of exception. There is no codicil in this will striking off the smallest
portion of the estate; there is no caveat put in to warn us that there are domains
upon which we must not intrude; a large field is laid before the children of God; a
wide door is open, and no man can shut it. “They that seek the Lord shall not
want any good thing.”

Now, we shall notice, first of all, the Christian character beautifully delineated.
“They that seek the Lord;"” secondly, we shall notice a promise set in a glorious light
by a contrast, “they shall not want any good thing,” although the young lions do
lack and suffer hunger;” and thirdly, we shall consider whether we cannot bring
some evidence to prove the fulfilment of the promise.

1. First, we have here a very short, but very beautiful DESCRIPTION OF A TRUE
CaRrisTiAN: he is said to “ seek the Lord.” ¢ They that seek the Lord (or Jehovah,
as the original has it) shall not want any good thing.” Ah! beloved, if some of us
had the drawing up of this description we should have made it too narrow.
Possibly some of you might have said, ¢ They that seek the Lord in the established
church, within the pale of the state religion, shall not lack any good thing;” others
might have said, *“They that seek the Lord in the orthodox Calvinistic manner shall
not lack any good thing;” and others might have said, * They that seek the Lord in
the Baptist fashion, or the Methodist fashion, or some other, shall not lack any good
thing.” But it is not written so. It is written, “ They that seek the Lord,” in order
that it may take in the Lord’s people of all classes and denominations, and all shades
of character. It is a description very brief, yet full and comprehensive, including
Christians in all stages and positions. Now let me show you that the Christian,
In whatever portion of his spiritual history he may be, is one that seeks the Lord.

We commence with conviction of sin. That is where God begins with us, and
no man 18 a Christian unless the Holy Spirit has revealed to him his own entire
helplessness, his want of merit, and absence of power ever to accumulate merit in
the sight of God. Waell, then, the man who is under a conviction of sin, and feels
his need of a Saviour—what is he doing? What is his occupation, now that he is
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hungering and thirsting after righteousness? Why, he is seeking the lord. Ask
him what is his one want, and he will say ¢ Christ is all my desire: I rise early in
the morning, and the first thought I haveis, ‘O that I knew where I might find him ?’
I am in my business, and my ejaculatory prayers go up to heaven like hands
gearching for Jesus; and when I lie down again upon my bed, my heart says,
¢ ] seek him whom my soul loveth: I seek him, but I find him not.”” Such a man
will offer prayer. Why? Not because there 1s any merit in it, not becausd
he will be praised for it, but to seek the Lord. He turns the pages of Scripture, not
as he would a book of philosophy, from curiosity,or formereinstruction, but to seek
the Lord. He has one passion, one desire—to seek the Lord. FYor t.at he would
barter his life, and be content to have his name cancelled from the register of men
below, if he might but find the Lord Jesus, desiring above everything to have his
name recorded in some humble place in the Lamb’s book of life. Are you thus in
the dim morn of spiritual life seeking the Lord? Is he your one object of pursuit?
Rejoice then, and tremble not, for the promise is to you in this earlier stage of your
calling, when you are only just struggling into being, “ They that seek the Lord

shall not want any good thing.”
~ But let us go a stage further on, when the Christian has found the Saviour, and is

justified, when he can say, in those sweet words I so often repeat,

“ Now, freed from sin I walk at large,
My Jesu’s blood’s my full discharge.”

You will ind that he has not left off seeking the Lord. No; he seeks now to
know more of him; he seeks to understand more of the heights and depths, and
lengths, and breadths of the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge. 1 ask any one
here who has an assurance that he is a pardoned man, thoroughly justified and
complete in Christ—are you not seeking the Lord? ¢ Oh yes,” you say, “ I thirst,
I long to know more of him; I feel that all I have ever known of him 1s like the
whispering of the sea in the shell, while the awful roar of the sea itselt has not yet
reached mine ears. I have heard the whisperings of Christ in some little mercy, and
I have heard his bounties sing of bottomless, eternal, unchangeable love; but oh! I
long to plunge into the sea itself, to bathe myself in the broad ocean of his infinite
generosity and love to me.” No Christian ever fancies that he knows enough of his
Maszer; there is no Christian who has found the Lord who does not desire to be
better acquainted with him. “Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest,”
is the cry of the man who has had his sins forgiven. He sitteth down at the feet
of Jesus, and looketh up to him, and saith, * Master, teach me more; I am a little
child; thou art a great instructor; oh! I long to love and learn more of thee.”
He is ever seeking the Lord; and, in this more advanced stage, the promise to him
is, “ They that seek the Lord shail not want any good thing.”

But go a little further on, when the Christian has scarcely ever a shadow of a doubt
of his acceptance; he has progressed so far in spiritual life that he has attained
to the stature of a perfect man in Christ Jesus; his faith has become so confident,

that

‘“ His steady soul doth fear no more
Than solid rocks when billows roar.”

He can read his “title clear to mansions in the skies;” he has climbed the Delectable
Mountain; his feet are standing fast upon a rock, and his goings are established;
but even then he is seeking the Lord. In the highest flights of his assurance, on the
topmost pinnacle of his faith, there is something yet beyond. When he had salled
farthest into the sea of Acceptance, there are Fortunate Isles that he hath not reached;
there is an ultima thule, a distant land. that he hath not yet seen. He is still
secking the Lord; he feels that he has“not yet attained;” he is still “pressing
forward to the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”
But then he seeks the Lord in a different fashion; he seeks him that he may put a
crown on his head; be is not seeking him for mercy, but to give him praise. Ob,
that my heart could find thee! that all its strings might sing sweet music to thee.
Oh that my mouth could find thine ear, and that I might bid it open and listen to the
whisper of my song. Oh that I knew where thou didst dwell, that I might sing
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