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“They looked unto him, and were lightened : and their faces were not ashamed.”—Psalm xxxiv, b.

Frou the connection we are to understand the pronoun “him” as referring to the
word * Lord ” in the preceding verse. *“They looked unto the Lord Jehovah, and
were lightened.” But no man ever yet looked to Jehovah God, as he is in himself,
and found any comfort in him, for “ our God is a consuming fire.” An absolute God,
apart from the Lord Jesus Christ, can afford no comfort whatever to a troubled
heart. We may look to him, and we shall be blinded, for the light of Godhead is
insufferable, and as mortal eye cannot fix its gaze upon the sun, no human
intellect could ever look unto God, and find light, for the brightness of God would
strike the eye of the mind with eternal blindness. The only way in which we can
sce God is through the Mediator Jesus Christ,

“Till God in human flesh I see,
My thoughts no comfort find,~—"

God shrouded and veiled in the manhood,—there we can with steady gaze behold
him, for so he cometh down to us, and our poor finite intelligence can understand
and lay hold upon him. I shall therefore use my text this morning, and I think
very legitimately, in reference to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ—* They
looked unto Aim, and were lightened;” for when we look at God, as revealed in
Jesus Christ our Lord, and behold the Godhead asit is apparent in the Incarnate
Man, who was born of the Virgin Mary, and was crucified by Pontius Pilate, we
ﬁo see that which enlightens the mind, and casts rays of comfort into our awakened
eart.

And now this morning, I shall first invite you, in order to illustrate my text, to
look to Jesus Christ in his life on earth, and I hope there are some of you who will
be lightened by that. We shall then look to him on his cross. Afterwards we shall
look to him in his resurrection. We shall look to him in his intercession; and lastly,
we shall look to him in his second coming; and it may be, as with faithful eye we look
upon him, the verse shall be fulfilled in our experience, which is the best proof of
a truth, when we prove it to be true in our own hearts, We shall *look unto him”
and we shall “ be lightened.”

I. First, then, we shall Loox 10 THE L.ORD JEsSUS CHRIST IN HIS LIFE. And
here the troubled saint will find the most to enlighten him. In the example, in
the patience, in the sufferings of Jesus Christ, there are stars of glory to cheer
the midnight darkness of the sky of your tribulation. Come hither, ye childrén
of God, and whatever now are your distresses, whether they be temporal or
spiritual, you shall, in the life of Jesus Christ and his sufferings, find sufficient to
cheer and comfort you, if the Holy Spirit shall now open your eyes to look unto him.,
Perhaps I have among my congregation, indeed I am sure I have, some who are
plunged in the depths of poverty. You are the children of toil; with much sweat
of your brow you eat your bread; the heavy yoke of oppression galls your neck;
perhaps at this time you are suffering the very extremity of hunger; you are
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pinched with famine, and though in the house of God. your body complains, for
you feel that you are brougies very low. Look unto Him, thou poor distressed
brotker i Jesus; look unto Him, and be lightened.

“Why dost thou complain of want or distress,
Temptation or pain?—he told thee no less;
The heirs of salvation, we know from his word,
Through much tribulation must follow their Lord.’

See him there! Forty days he fasts and he hungers. See him again; he treads
the weary way, and at last all athirst he sits upon the curb of the well of Sychar;
and he the Lord of glory, he who holds the clouds in the hollow of his hand, satd
to a woman, *“ Give me to drink.” .And shall the servant be above his master, and
the disciple above his Lord? If he suffered hunger, and thirst, and nakedness, O
heir of poverty, be of good cheer; in all these thou hast fellowship with Jesus;
therefore be comforted, and look unto him and be lightened.

Perhaps your trouble is of another caste. You have come here to-day smarting
from the forked tongue of that adder—slander. Your character, though pure and spot-
less before God, seems to be lost before man; for that foul slanderous thing hath
sought to take away that which is dearer to you than life 1tself, your character, your
good fame; and you are this day filled with bitterness and made dranken with worm-
wood, because you have been accused of crimes which your soul loathes, Come,
thou child of mourning, this indeed is a heavy blow; poverty is like Solomon’s whip,
but slander is like the scorpion of Rehoboam; to fall into the depths of poverty is
to have it on thy little finger, but to be slandered is to have it on thy loins. But
in all this thou mayest have comfort from Christ. Come and look unto him and
be lightened. The King of kings was called a Samaritan; they said of him that he
had a devil and was mad; and yet infinite wisdom dwelt in him, though he was
charged with madness. And was he not ever pure and holy? And did they not
call him & drunken man and a wine-bibber? He was his Father’s glorious Son;
and yet they said he did cast out devils through Beelzebub the prince of the devils.
Come, poor slandered one; wipe that tear away! ¢“If they have called the Master
of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call they of his household?”
If they had honoured him, then might you have expected that they would honour
you; but inasmuch as they mocked him and took away his glory and his character,
blush not to bear the reproach and the shame, for he is with you, carrying his cross
before you, and that cross was heavier than yours, Look, then, unto him and be
lightened.

But I hear another say, “ Ah! but my trouble is worse than either of those. I
am not to-day smarting from slander, nor am I burdened with penury; but, sir,
the hand of God lies heavy upon me; he hath brought my sins to my remembrance;
he hath taken away the bright shining of his countenance; once I did believe 1n
him, and could ‘read my title clear to mansions in the skies,’” but to-day I am
brought very low; he hath lifted me up and cast me down; like a wrestler, he has
elevated me that he might dash me to the ground with the greater force; my bones
arc sore vexed, and my spirit within me is melted with anguish.” Come, my tried
brother, * Look unto him and be lightened.” No longer groan over thine own
miseries, but come thou with me and look unto him, if thou canst. Seest thou the
garden of Olives? It is a cold night, and the ground is crisp beneath thy feet,
for the frost is hard; and there, in the gloom of the olive garden, kneels thy Lord.
Listen to him. Canst thou understand the music of his groans, the meaning of his
sighs? Sure, thy griefs are not so heavy as his were, when drops of blood were forced
through his skin, and a bloody sweat did stain the ground! Say, are thy wrestlings
greater than his? If, then, he had to combat with the powers of darkness, expect
to do 80 also; and look thou to him in the last solemn hour of his extremity, and
hear him say, “ My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” And when thou
hast heard that, murmur not, as though some strange thing had happened to thee,
as if thou hast to joinin his “lama sabbacthani,” and hast to sweat some few drops
of his bloody sweat. “They looked unto him, and were lightened.”

But, possibly I may have here some one who is much persecuted by man, “Ah!”
saith one, “I cannot practice my religion with comfort. My friends have turned
against me; I am mocked, and jeered, and reviled, for Christ’s sake.” Come,
Christian, be not afraid of all this, but, * look unto him, and be lightened.” Remember
bow they persecuted him. Oh! think thou of the shame and spitting, the plucking
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