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‘“Then Manasseh knew thatthe Lord he was God.” -2 Chronicles xxxiii. 13.

ManassEH 18 one of the most remarkable characters whose history is written in
the sacred pages. We are accustomed to mention his name in the list of those who
greatly sinned, and yet found great mercy. Side by side with Saul of Tarsus, with
that great sinner who washed the feet of Jesus with her tears, and wiped them
with the hairs of her head, and with the thief that died upon the cross—a forgiven
sinner at the eleventh hour, we are wont to write the name of Manasseh, who
‘“shed innocent blood very much,” and notwithstanding that, was forgiven and
pardoned, finding mercy through the blood of a Saviour who had not then died,
but whom God foresaw should die, and the merits of whose sacrifice he therefore
imputed to so great a transgressor as Manasseh.

Without preface we shall enter on the history of Manasseh this morning, and
consider him 1n a three-fold light: first, as a sinner, then as an unbeliever, and thirdly,
as a convert. It may be there shall be some Manassch within these walls now: and
if in describing the case of this ancient king of Israel I shall in some degree de-
scribe him, I trust he will take to himself the same consoling truths which were the
means of the comfort of Manasseh when in the dungeon of repentance.

I. First, then, we shall consider MANASSEH IN HIS SIN.

1. And we note, first, that he belonged to that class of sinners who stand first in
the phalanx of evil—namely, those who sin against great light, against a pious educa-
tion und early training. Manasseh was the son of Hezekiah, a man who had some
faults, but of whom it is nevertheless said, “ He did right in the sight of the Lord.”
To a great degree he walked before God with a perfect heart, even as did David his
father. We canrnot suppose that he neglected the education of his son Manasseh.
He was the son of his old age. You will remember that at a time of heavy sick-
ness (od promised him that he should have his life prolonged fifteen years. Three
years after that event Manasseh was born, and he was, therefore, only twelve years
old when his father died; still he was old enough to remember the pious prayer of
a father and a mother, and had arrived at sufficient maturity to understand right
from wrong, and to have received those early impressions which we believe are, in
most cases, eminently useful for after-life. And yet Manasseh pulled down what
his father had built up, and built up the idol temples which his father had pulled
down. Now, it is a notorious fact, that men who do go wrong after a good training
are the worst men in the world. You may not know, but it is a fact, that the late
lamented murder of Williams at Erromanga, was brought about by the evil doings
cf a trader who had gone to the island, and who was also the son of a missionary.
He had become reckless in his habits, and treated the islanders with such barbarity
and cruelty, that they revenged his conduct upon the next white man who put his
foot on their shore: and the beloved Williams, one of the last of the martyrs, died
a victim of the guilt of those who had gone before him. The worst of men are
those who, having much light, still run astray. You shall find amongst the greatest
champions of the camp of hell, men who were brought up and educated in our very
ranks. It is not necessary that I should mention names; but any of you that are
acquainted with those who are the leaders of infidelity at the present time will at once
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recognize the fact. And such men actually make the very worst of infidels; while
the best of Christians often come from the very worst of sinners. Our John Bun-
yans have come from the pot-house and the tap-room, from the bowling-alley, or
places lower in the scale; our best of men have come from the very worst of places,
and have been the best adapted to reclaim sinners, because they themselves had
stepped into the kennel, and had nevertheless been washed in a Saviour’s cleansing
blood. And so it is true that the worst of the enemies of Christ are those who are
nourished in our midst, and like the viper of old, which the husbandman nursed in
his bosom, turned round to sting the bosom which has nurtured them. Such an
one was Manasseh.

2. In the next place, Manasseh as « sinner was a very bold one. He was one of
those men who do not sin covertly, but who, when they transgress, do not seem to
be at all ashamed, who are born with brazen foreheads, and lift their faces to heaven
with insolence and impudence. He was a man who, if he would set up an idol, as
you would see by reading this chapter, did not set it up in an obscure part of the
land, but put it in the very temple of God; and when he would desecrate the name
of the Most High, he did not privily go to his chapel, where he might worship some
evil deity, but he put the deity into the very temple itself, as if to insult God to his
very face. He was a desperado in sin, and went to the utmost limit of it, being
very bold, and desperately set on mischief. Now, whether it be for right or wrong,
boldness 18 always sure to win the day. Give me a coward—you give me nothing;
give me a bold man, and you give me one that can do something, whether for
Christ’s cause or for the devil’s. Manasseh was a man of this kind. If he cursed
God, it was with a loud voice; it was not in hole or corner, but upon his throne,
that he issued proclamations against the Most High, and in the most daring man-
ner insulted the Lord God of Israel. And yet, dear friends, this man was saved,
notwithstanding all this. This greatest sinner, this man who had trampled on his
father’s prayers, who had wiped from his brow the tears which had been shed there
by an anxious parent, who had stifled the convictions of his conscience, and had
gone to an extremity of guilt, in bold, open, and desperate sin, yet this man was at
last, by divine grace, humbled and brought on his knees to acknowledge that God
was God alone, Let no man, therefore, despair of his fellow. I never do, since I
think and hope that GGod has saved me. 1 am persuaded that, live as long as I may,
I shall never see the individual of whom I€an say, “That man is a hopeless case.”
I may peradventure meet with the person who has been so exhorted and so warned,
and has so put off all the sweet wooings of his conscience that he has become seared
and hardened, and consequently apparently hopeless; but I shall never meet a man
who has sinned so desperately that I can say of him he never can be saved. Ahl!
no; that arm of mercy which was long enough to save me is long enough to save
you; and if he could redeem you from your transgression, assuredly there are none
sunk lower than you were, and therefore you may believe that his arm of mercy
can reach them, Above all, let no man despair of himself. Whilst there is life
there is hope. (ive not up yourselves unto Satan’s arms. He tells you that your
death-warrant is sealed, that your doom is cast, and that you never can be saved.
Tell him to his face that he is a liar, for that Jesus Christ “is able to save unto the
uttermost them that come unto God by him, seeing that he ever liveth to make
intercession for them.”

3. Again, Manasseh was a sinner of that peculiar caste which we suspect is not
to be found very frequently. He was one of those who had the power of leading
others to & very large extent astray from the truth and religion of God. He was a
king, and had, therefore, great influence; what he commanded was done. Among
the ranks of idolators Manasseh stood first, and it was the song and glory of the
false priests that the king of Judah was on the side of the gods of the heathen. He
was the leader—the first man in the battle. When the troops of the ungodly went
to war against the God of the whole earth, Manasseh led the vanguard, and cheered
them on. He was their great Goliath, challenging all the armies of the living God.
Many amongst the wicked stood back and feared the conflict; but he never feared.
“ He spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast;” and therefore he
was bold and arrogant in leading others astray. There are some such still alive—
men not content with treading the broad road themselves, but seeking to entice
others into it. And O how active they are in their efforts! They will go from
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