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and mnst reverent service, but the service is, indeed, a main characteristic of the
exalted freedom.

“Truly I am thy servant; I am thy servant and the son of thine handmaid.”
This does not conflict with the sentence that follows it,—*Thou hast loosed my
bonds.” This fact of my being God’s servant is to me a proof and evidence, ay,
and a delightful fruit and effect of my having had my bonds loosed by the great
Emancipator, the Lord Jesus Christ. Service then, as well as liberty! Service is
ordained to be a constant characteristic of the true religion of the Lord Jesus Christ.
““We are not our own, we are bought with a price.” There is not a hair upon our
head, there is not a passion in our spirit, there is not a single power or faculty in our
mind which is our own. We are all bought—all purchased,—we are all, every single
particle of us, the purchased property of the Lord Jesus Christ-—perfectly free, and yet
perfectly the property of Jesus—supremely blest with the widest liberty, and yet in the
fullest sense the property of another—the shackled servants of the Lord Jesus Christ.
This service, my brethren, it appears from the text, should be true,—“ O Lord, truly
I am thy servant.” I fear there is very much service of God that only Lies in terms
and words. Men sit and sing hymns, in which they cry—

‘“ And 1if I might make sowme reserve,
And duty did not call ;
I love my God with zeal so great,
I'd freely give him all.”

But within an hour their acts belie their song. There is much of service in onr own
thought which never comes to service in act. I do not do.bt but that we often
compliment ourselves upon schemes we have devised, which fall dead to the ground,
like blasted figs, never having been carried into effect. We go to our chambers
and bend our knees, and Satan whispers some word of self-satisfaction to us, because
we have some project on our soul, some device in our heart, though that project has never
come to service, has only been an unborn intention, has never come 1nto the life of an
act. I would that each one of us knew more fully the meaning of this word, *‘ truly.”
““O Lord, tru/y I am thy servant ;” so truly that mine enemies cannot dispute 1t ; so
truly that if they dare dispute it, my next action shall contradict them ; so truly that
never in any act of my life shall I give them reason to suppose the contrary ; so truly
thy servant, that my thoughts yield thee obedience as well as my hands; my head as
well as my heart ; my heart as well as my feet. “Truly I am thy servant!” Not so in
name and by profession, but 80 by actual deeds of holy endurance, and of noble daring
for thee. ““O Lord, truly I am thy servant.” This service, it appears to me also
from the text, is continual. I am thy servant,” is the utterance at this moment.
““T am thy servant,” is the utterance of the next. ‘1 am thy servant,” 1s my
utterance to-day. ‘I am thy servant,” will be my utterance when I come to die.
Never should the Christian think that any other language will ever be in his
lips anytbing less than traitorous. “I am thy servant,” is to be the exclamation
of the man the moment his spirit knows its sins forgiven. “‘[ am thy servant”
is to be his constant monitor when he stands exposed to temptation ; it is to be his
continal spur when idleness in a Laodicean spirit would make him lukewarm. 1
am thy servant ” is to be his joy in the time of the hardest of labour. ‘‘l am thy ser-
vant” is to be his song in the time of the sternest suffering. Continually and ever we
are the servants of God. We may change our masters upon earth, but our Master who
is in heaven is our Master for ever. 'We may cease to serve our country, but we could
not cease to serve our God. We may cease to be linked with any denomination, but
we could not cease to be the servants of Christ. Even should it be possible for us to
be so forgetful of our obligations as to dream for & moment of not being the servants
of the Church, we could not harbor the thought that we should cease to be the servants
of Christ. “I am thy servant.” Let the next moment repeat it ; let the next hour
echo it ; let the next year continue to resound it ; let my whole life prolong it ; and let
eternity be a continuation of the solemn swell. ¢ Truly, I am thy servant; 1 am thy
servant and the son of thine handmaid : thou hast loosed wy bonds.”

May I take the liberty now after offering you these few remarks by way of intro-
duction, as a sort of running commentary upon my text—may I take the liberty of
concentrating your thoughts upon one particular, during the rest of my sermon. There
is one important point which I wish to bring before this present audience, namely, the
duty and the excellence of personal service for their Lord and Master. 1 think I shall
be warranted in confining my text, although it contains far more, to the repetition of
that pronoun “I,” “Truly I am thy servant; I am thy servant and the son of thine
handmaid : thou has loosed wmy bonds.” The personality of the text seems to be
sufliciently conspicuous to allow me now to restrain myself to that one topic—the
duty of the personal service of Christ. I do feel at this peculiar season, when God
Yias visited some parts of our land with rich revival, and when we have reason to hope
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