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PREACHING! MAN'S PRIVILEGE AND GOD'S POWER!
A Scrmon

DELIVERED ON SanBATH MORNING, NovEMBER 25TH, 1860, BY THE

REV. C. H. SPURGEON,

AT EXKETER HALL, STRAND,

‘“ Por Herod frared John, knowing that he was a just man and an holy, and observed him ; and
when he heard him, he did many things, and heard him gladly.”—>Mark vi. 20.

TiE preaching of the Word hath exceeding power. John commenced his ministry as an
obscare individual, a men who led an almost bhermit life. He begius to preach in the
wilderness of Judea, but his cry is so powerfal, that ere he has spoken many days,
multitudes wait upon bis words. He continues, clothed in that shaggy garment, and
living on the simplest of food, still to utter the same cry of preparation for the kingdom
of heaven—Repent! repent! repent! And now, not only the multitude, but the
teachers, the respectable part of the community, come to listen to him. The Scribes
and Pharisees sit down by Jordan’s banks to listen to the Baptist’s word. So powerful
is his preaching that many of all ranks—publicans, sinners, and soldiers,—come unto
him and are baptized by him in Jordan confessing their sins. Nay, the Scribes and
Pharisees themselves seek baptism at his hands, Boldly, however, he repulses them ;
tells them to bring forth fruits meet for repentance, and warns them that their descent
from Abraham does not enti$le them to the blessings of the coming kingdom of the
great Messiah. His word rings from one end of Judea to the other. All men wonder
what this can mean, and already there begins to be a feeling in the hearts of men that
Messiah is at hand. Herod himself hears of John, and now you behold the spectacle
of a cruel and unrighteous king sitting humbly to listen to this stern reformer. The
Baptist changes not his preaching. The same boldness which had made him rebuke
the common people and their teachers, now leads him to defy the wrath of Herod
himself. He touches him in his most tender place, strikes his favourite sin, dashes
down his idle lust to the ground, counts it his business not to speak of truth in generals
but in particulars. Yea, he tells him to his very face, ‘It is not lawful for thee to
take to thyszelf thy brother’s wife.”

Oh, what a power there is in the Word of God! I do not find that the Pharisees
with all their learning had moved Herod. I discover not that the most mighty of the
Grecian philosophers, or of the Gnostics who were then in existence, had any power to
reach the heart of Herod. But the simple, plain preaching of John, his declaration of
the Word with all honesty and simplicity, had power to pin Herod by the ear, to
vibrate in his heart and to awaken his conscience, for sure we are it was awakened ; if
the awakening did not end in his conversion, at any rate it made him troubled in his
sirs 5o that he could not go on peaceably in iniquty. Ah, my dear friends, we want
nothing in these times for revival in the world but the simple preaching of the gospel.
This 1s the great battering ram that shall dash down the bulwarks of iniquity. This is
the great light that shall scatter the darkness, We need not that men should be
adopting new schemes and new plans, We are glad of the agencies and assistances
which are gontinually arising ; but after all, the true Jerusalem blade, the sword that
can cut to the piercing asunder of the joints and marrow, is preaching the Word of
God. We must never neglect it, never despise it. The age in which the pulpit ig
despised, will be an age in which gospel truth will cease to be honoured.. Once put
away God’s ministers, and you have to a great extent taken the candle out of the
candlestick ; quenched the lamps that God hath appointed in the sanctuary. Our
nmissionary socleties need continually to be reminded of this; they,get so busy with
translations, so diligently employed with the different operations OP civilization, with
the founding of stores, with the encouragement of commerce among a people, that they
geem to neglect--at least in some degree—that which is the great and master weapon
of the minister, the foolishness of preaching by which it pleases God to save them that
believe. Preaching the gospel will eftectually civilize, while introducing the arts of
civilization will sometimes fail. Preaching the gospel will lift up the barbarian, while
attempts to do it by philosophy will be found ineffectual. We must go among them,
and tell them of Christ; we must point them to heaven ; we must lead them to the
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cross ; then shall they be elevated in their character, and raised in their condition.
But by no other means. God forbid that we should begin to depreciate preaching. Let
us still honour it ; let us look to it as God’s ordained instrumentality ; and we shall yet
see 1n the world a repetition of great wonders wrought by the preachillg 1n the name of
Jesus Christ.

To-day, I shall want your attention to a subject which concerns us all ; but more
especlally those, who being hearers of the Word, are hearers only, and not doers of the
same. I shall first attempt to show the Olessedness of hearing the Word of God ;
secondly, the responsibilities of the hearer; and then, thirdly, those accompaniments
'u;hich aza*e necessary to go with the hearing of the Word of God, to malke it effectual to save
Lhe soul.

I. First of all, my dear friends, let us speak a little about THE BLESSEDNESS OF
HEARING THE WORD,

The prophet constantly asserts, ¢‘ Blessed are the ears which hear the things that we
hear ; and blessed are the eyes which see the things which we see.” Prophets and
kings desired it long, but died without the sight. Often do the seers of old u-<e
language siinilar to this, ‘‘Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound ; they
shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance.” Godly men accept it as an
omen of happy times when their eyes should see their teachers. The angels sang the
Llessedness of it when they descended from on high, singing, ‘“ Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. Behold, we bring you good tidings
of great joy, which shall be unto you and to all people.” The angels’ song 1s in harmony
with the seers’ testimony. Both conjoin to prove what I assert, that we are blessed in
having the privilege of listening to God’s Word.

Let us enlarge upon this point. If we reflect upon what the preaching of the Word
is, we shall soon see that we are highly privilegcd in enjoying it. The preaching
of the Word is the scattering of the seed. The hearers are the ground on which
the good seed falls. Those who hear not the Word are as the avid desert, which
has never seen a handful of the good corn; or as the unploughed waves of the sea,
which have never been gladdened with the prospect of a harvest. But when the sower
goes forth to sow seed, he scatters it broadcast upon you that hear, and there is to you
the hope that in you the good seed shall take root and bring forth fruit a hundred fold.
True, some of you may be but wayside hearers, and evil birds may soon devour the
geed. At least, it does fall upon you, nor is it the fault of the seed, but of the
oround, if that seed does not grow. True, you may be as stony-ground hearers, who
for awhile receive the Word and rejoice therein, but having no root in yourselves, the
seed may wither away. That again, I say, does not diminish your privilege, though
it increases your guilt, inasmuch as it is no fault of the seed nor of the sumn, bub
the fault of the stony ground, if the fruit is not nourished unto perfection. And you,
inasmuch as you are the field, the broad acres upon which the gospel husbandman
scatters the precious grain, you enjoy the privilege which is denied to heathens and
idolaters.

Again, the kingdom of heaven is likened unto a net which is cast into the sea, and
which gathers of divers kinds. Now you represent the fish of the sea, and it 1s happy
indeed for you that you are where the net is thrown; for there is at least the hope
that you may be entangled in its meshes, and may be drawn out of the sea of sin, and
omthered into the vessels of salvation. If you were far, far away, where the net 18
never cast, there would be no hope of your being caught therein. But here you are
gathered round the fisherman’s humble boat, and as he casts his net into the sea,.h.e
hopes that some of you may be caught therein,—and assuredly gracious 18 your piivi.
lege! But if you be not caught, it shall not be the fault of the net, but the fault of
your own wilfulness, which shall make you fly from it, lest you be graciously taken
therein. _

Moreover, the preaching of the gospel is very much in this day like the mission of
Christ upon earth. When Christ was on earth he went about vgalkmg through the
midst of sick folk, and they laid them in their beds by the wayside, so that as Jesus
passed by, they might touch the hem of his garment and be made whole. You, to-day,
when you hear the Word, are like the sick in_their beds where Jesus passes by. You
are like blind Bartimeus sitting by the wayside begging, in the very road along which
the Son of David journeys. Lo, a multitude have come to listen to him. He 1s
present wherever his truth is preached : Lo, I am with you alway, even to the ends
of the world.” You are not like sick men in their chambers, or sick men far away 1n
Tyre and Sidon, but you are like the men who lay at Bethesda’s pool uader the five
porches, waiting for the moving of the water. ,.Angel of God, move the waters t_hls
day ! or rather, O Jesus, give thou grace to the impotent man that he may now step in.
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