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“Salvation is of the Lord,”—Jonah ii. 9.

Jonan learned this sentence of good theology in a strange college. He learned it in
the whale’s belly, at the bottom of the mountains, with the weeds wrapped about
his head, when he supposed that the earth with her bars was about him for ever.
Most of the grand truths of God have to belearned by trouble; they must be burned
into us with the hot iron of affliction, otherwise we shall not truly receive them.
No man is competent to judge in matters of the kingdom, until first he has been
tried; since there are many things to be learned in the depths which we can never
know in the heights. We discover many secrets in the caverns of the ocean, which,
though we had soared to heaven, we never could have known. He shall best
meet the wants of God’s people as a preacher who has had those wants himself;
he shall best comfort God’s Israel who has needed comfort; and he shall best preach
salvation who has felt his own need of it. Jonah, when he was delivered from his
great danger, when by the command of God the fish had obediently left its great
deeps and delivered its cargo upon dry land, was then capable of judging; and this
was the result of his experience under his trouble—* Salvation is of the Lord.”

By salvation here we do not merely understand the special salvation which Jonah
received from death; for according to Dr. Gill, there is something so special in the
original, in the word salvation having one more letter than it usually has, when it
only refers to some temporary deliverance, that we can only understand it here as
relating to the great work of the salvation of the soul which endureth for ever.
That “Salvation is of the Lord,” I shall this morning try to show as best I can.
First, I shall endeavour to ezplain the doctrine; then I shall try to show you how God
has guarded us from making any mistakes, and has hedged us up to make us believe the
gospel; then I shall dwell upon the influence of this truth upon men; and shall close up

by showing you the counterpart of the doctrine. Seeing every truth hath its obverse,
80 hath this,

I -Flrst, then, to begin by explanation, let us EXPOUND THIS DOCTRINE—the
doptrme that salvation is of the Lord, or of Jehovah, We are to undexstand by
this, that the whole of the work whereby men are saved from their natural estate
of sin and ruin, and are translated into the kingdom of God and mude heirs of
eternal happiness, is of God, and of him only. *Salvation is of the Lord.”

To begin, then, at the beginning, the plan of salvation is entirely of God. No
h}lman mtellec_t and no created intelligence assisted God in the planning of salve.
tion; he contrived the way, even as he himself carried it out. The plan of sal-
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vatlon was devised before the existence of angels. Before the day-star flung its
eay across the darkness, when as yet the unnavigated ether had not been fanned
by the wing of seraph, and when the solemnity of silence had never been disturbed
by the song of angcl, God had devised a way whereby he might save man, whom
he foresaw would fall. He did not create angels to consult with them; no, of him-
self he did it. We might truly ask the question, “ With whom took he counsel ?
Who instructed him, when he planned the great architecture of the temple of
mercy ? With whom took he counsel, when he digged the deeps of love, that out
of them there might well up springs of salvation? Who aided him ?” None. He
himself, alone did it. In fact, if angels had then been in existence, they could
not have assisted God; for I can well suppose that if a solemn conclave of
those spirits had been held, if God had put to them this question, *“Man will
rebel; I declare I will punish; my justice, inflexible and severe, demands that I
should do so; but yet I intend to have mercy;” if he had put the question to the
celestial squadrons of mighty ones, “ How can these things be? How can justice
have its demands fulfilled, and how can mercy reign ?” the angels would have sat
in silence until now; they could not have dictated the plan; it would have surpassed
angelic intellect to have conceived the way whereby righteousness and peace should
meet together, and judgment and mercy should kiss each other. God devised it,
because without God it could not have been devised. It is a plan too splendid to
have been the product of any mind except of that mind which afterwards carried
it out. “Salvation” is older than creation; it is *of the Lord.”

And as it was of the Lord in planning, so it was of the Lord in execution. No one
has helped to provide salvation; God has done it all himself. The banquet of
mercy is served up by one host; that host is he to whom the cattle on a thousand
hills belong. But none have contributed any dainties to that royal banquet; he
hath done it all himself. The royal bath of mercy, wherein black souls are washed
was filled fromn the veins of Jesus; not a drop was contributed by any other being.
He died upon the cross, and as an expiator he died alone. No blood of martyrs
mingleth with that stream; no blood of noble confessors and of heroes of the cross
entered into the river of atonement; that is filled from the veins of Christ, and
from nowhere else beside. He hath done it wholly. Atonement is the unaided work
of Jesus. On yonder cross I see the man who “trod the winepress alone;” in yonder
garden I see the solitary conqueror, who ceme to the fight single-handed, whose
own arm brought salvation, and whose omnipotence sustained him. ¢ Salvation is
of the Lord,” as to its provisions; Jehovab—Father, Son, and Spirit—hath provided
everything.

So far we are all agreed; but now we shall have to separate a bit. ¢ Salvation
is of the Lord,” in the application of it. “No,” says the Arminian, “it is not; sal-
vation is of the Lord, inasmuch as he does all for man that he can do; but there is
something that man must do, which if he does not do, he must perish.” That is
the Arminian way of salvation. Now last week I thought of this very theory of
salvation, when I stood by the side of that window of Carisbrooke Castle, out of
which King Charles, of unhappy and unrighteous memory, attempted to escape.
I read in the guide book that everything was provided for his escape; his followers
had means at the bottom of the wall to enable him to fly across the country,
and on the coast they had their boats lying ready to take him to another land; in
fact, everything was ready for his escape. But here was the important circum-
stance: his friends had done all they could; he was to do the rest; but that doing
the rest was just the point and brunt of the battle. It was to get out of the win-
dow, out of which he was not able to escape by any means, so that all his friends
did for him went for nothing, so far as he was concerned. So with the sinner. If
God had provided every means of escape, and only required him to get out of his
dungeon, he would have remained there to all eternity. Why, is not the sinner by
nature dead in sin? And if God requires him to make himself alive, and then
afterwards he will do the rest for him, then verily, my friends, we are not so much
obliged to God as we had thought for; for if he require so much as that of us, and
we can do it, we can do the rest without his assistance. The Romanists have an
extraordinary miracle of their own about St. Dennis, of whom they tell the lying
legend that after his head was off he took it up in his hands and walked with it
two thousand miles; whereupon said a wit, “ So far as the two thousand miles go,
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ft is nothing at all; it is only the first step in which there is any difficulty.” So1l
believe, if that is taken, all the rest can be easily accomplished. And if God does
require of the sinner—dead in sin—that he thould take the first step, then he
requireth just that which renders salvation as impossible under the gospel as ever
it was under the law, secing man is as unable to believe as he is to obey, and is just
as much without power to come to Christ as he is without power to go to heaven
without Christ. The power must be given to him of the Spirit. He lieth dead in
sin; the Spirit must quicken him. He is bound hand and foot and fettered by
transgression; the Spirit must cut his bonds, and then he will leap to liberty. God
must come and dash the iron bars out of their sockets, and then he can escape from
the window, and make good his escape afterwards; but unless the first thing be
done for him, he must perish as surely under the gospel as he would have done under
the law. I would cease to preach, if I believed that God, in the matter of salvation,
required anything whatever of man which he himself had not also engaged to
furnish. For how many have I freque:tly hanging upon my lips of the worst of
characters—men whose lives have become so horribly bad, that the lip of
morality would refuse to give a description of their character? When I enter
my pulpit am I to believe that these men are to do something before God’s Spirit
will operate upon them? If so, I should go there with a faint heart, feeling
that I never could induce them to do the first part. But now I come to my pulpit
with a sure confidence—God the Holy Spirit will meet with these men this
morning. They are as bad as they can be; he will put a new thought into their
hearts; he will give them new wishes, he will give them new wills, and those who
hated Christ will desire to love him; those who once loved sin will, by God’s divine
Spirit, be made to hate it; and here is my confidence, that what they cannot do, in
that they are weak through the flesh, God sending his Spirit into their hearts will
do for them, and in them, and so they shall be saved.

Well, then, says one, that will make people sit still and fold their arms. Sir, it
will not. But if men did so I could not help it; my business, as I have often
said in this place before, is not to prove to you the reasonableness of any truth, nor
to defend any truth from its consequences; all I do here—and I mean to keep to it,
1s Just to assert the truth, because it is in the Bible; then, if you do not like it, you
must scttle the quarrel with my Master, and if you think it unreasonable you must
quarrel with the Bible. Let others defend Scripture and prove it to be true; they
can do their work better than I could; mine is just the mere work of proclaiming.
I am the messenger; I tcll the Master’s message; if you do not like the message
quarrel with the Bible, not with me; so long as I have Scripture on my side I will
dare and defy you to do anything against me. - “Salvation is of the Lord.” The
Lqrd has to apply it, to make the unwilling willing, to make the ungodly godly, and
bring the vile rebel to the feet of Jesus, or else salvation will never be accomplished.
Ifeave that one thing undone, and you have broken the link of the chain, the very
link which was just necessary to its integrity. Take away the fact that God
begins the good work, and that he sends us what the old divines call preventing grace
—take that away, and you have spoilt the whole of salvation; you have just taken
the key-stone out of the arch, and down it tumbles. There is nothing left then.

And now on the next point we shall a little disagree again. “ Salvation is of the
Tord,” as to the sustuining of the work in any manw’s heart. When a man is made a
child of God he does not have a stock of grace given to him with which to go on
for ever, but he has grace for that day; and he must have grace for the next day
and grace for the next, and grace for the next, until days shall end, or else the
begln_mng shall be of no avail. As a man does not make himself spiritually alive,
80 neither can he keep himself so. He can feed on spiritual food, and so preserve
his spiritual strength; he can walk in the commandments of the Lord, and so enjoy
rest and peace, but still the inner life is dependent upon the Spirit as much for its
after existence as for its first begatting. I do verily believe that if it should ever
be my lot to put my foot upon the golden threshcld of paradise, and put this thun:b
upon the pearly latch, I should never cross the threshold unless 1 bad grace given
me to take that iast step whereby I might enter beaven. No marx of himself, even
when converted, hath any power, except us that power iz daily, constantly, and
verpetually infused into him by the Spirit. But Christians often set up for inde-
peudent gentlemien; thoy get a little stovk of grace in hand, ard they say, “ My
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mountain standeth firm, I shall never be moved.” But ah! it is not long before the
manna begins to be putrid. It was only meant to be the manna for the day, and
we have kept it for the morrow, and therefore it fails us. We must have fresh
grace.
“For day by day the manna fell,
Oh to learn that lesson well.”

So look day by day for fresh grace. Frequently too the Christian wants to have
grace enough for a month vouchsafed to him in one moment. “Oh!” he
says, “ what a host of troubles I have coming—how shall I meet them all? Oh1
that I had grace enough to bear me through them all!” My dear friends, you
will have grace enough for your troubles, as they come one by one. “As thy
days, so shall thy strength be;” but thy strength shall never be as thy months,
or as thy weeks. Thou shalt have thy strength as thou hast thy bread. «Give
us this day our daily bread.” Give us this day our daily grace. But why is it
you will get troubling yourself about the things of to-morrow? The common
people say, “Cross a bridge when you come to it.” That is good advice. Do the
same. When a trouble comes, attack it, and down with it, and master it; but do
not begin now to forestall your woes. “Ah! but I have so many” says one.
Therefore I say, do not look further before thee than thou needest. *Sufficient
unto the day is the evil thereof.” Do as the brave Grecian did, who, when he
defended his country from Persia, did not go into the plains to fight, but stood
in the narrow pass of Thermopyle; there, when the myriads came to him, they
had to come one by one, and he felled them to the earth. Had he ventured
into the plain he would have been soon devoured, and his handfull would have been
melted like a drop of dew in the sea. Stand in the narrow pass of to-day, and
fight thy troubles one by one; but do not rush into the plains of to-morrow, for
there thou wilt be routed and killed. As the evil is sufficient so will the grace be.
“ Salvation is of the Lord.”

But, lastly, upon this point. The ultimate perfection of salvation is of the Lord.
Soon, soon, the saints of earth shall be saints in light; their hairs of snowy age shall
be crowned with perpetual joy and everlasting youth; their eyes, suffused with
tears, shall be made bright as stars, never to be clouded again by sorrow; their
hearts that tremble now are to be made joyous and fast, and set for ever like
pillars in the temple of God. Their follies, their burdens, their griefs, their woes,
are soon to be over; sin is to be slain, corruption is to be removed, and a heaven of
spotless purity and of unmingled peace is to be theirs for ever. But it must still
be by grace. As was the foundation such must the top-stone be; that which laid
on earth the first beginning must lay in heaven the top-most stone. As they were
redcemed from their filthy conversation by grace, so they must be redeemed from
death and the grave by grace too, and they must enter heaven singing,

«Salvation of the Lord alone,
Grace is a shoreless sea.”

There may be Arminians here, but they will not be Arminians there; they may
here say, “It is of the will of the flesh,” but in heaven they shall not think so.
Here they may ascribe some little to the creature; but there they shall cast their
crowns at the Redeemer’s feet, and acknowledge that he did it all. Here they
may sometimes look a little at themselves, and boast somewhat of their own
strength; but there, “Not unto us, not unto us,” shall be sung with deeper sin-
cerity and with more profound emphasis than they have ever sung it here below.
In heaven, when grace shall have done its work, this truth shall stand out in blazing
letters of gold, ¢ Salvation is of the Lord.”

II. Thus I have tried to expound the gospel. Now shall I show you mow Gop
HAS HEDGED THIS DOCTRINE ABOUT ?

Some have said salvation in some cases is the result of natural temperament. Well,
sir, well; God has effectually answered your argument. You say that some
people are saved because they are naturally religious and inclined to be good;
tanfortunately I have never met with any of that class of persons yet; but I will
3uppos: for a moment that there are such people. God has unanswerably mes$
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