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“That ye may know how that the Lord hath put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel.”
Exodus xi. 7.

Tae difference between the Tigyptians and Israel was exceedingly manifest. At
first sight it seemed to be very greatly to the advantage of Egvpt. They had
the whip in their hand, and poor Israel smarted under the lash. Kgypt possessed
the toil of the Israelites. the sons of Jacob made bricks, and the subjects of Pharaoh
inhabited the houses which the sons of Jacob builded. How soon, however, were
the tables turned! God wrought plagues in Egypt; but Goshen was spared.
He sent a thick darkness over all the land, even darkness that might be felt;
but in all the land of Goshen there was light. He sent all manner of flies and lice
in all their borders; but throughout the habitations of Israel not a fly was to be seen,
neither were they molested by the living things which crept upward from the
quickened dust of theearth. ‘T’he Lord sent hail and a murrian upon all the cattle
of the Egyptians; but the cattle of the children of Israel were spared, and on their
fields fell no desolating shower from heaven. At last the destroying angel un-
sheathed his glittering sword to smite his last decisive blow. In every house
throughout the land of Egypt there was weeping and wailing; he smote the first-
born of Egypt, the chief of all their strength; but as for his people, he led them
forth like sheep, he led them through the wilderness like a flock, by the hand of
Moses and Aaron. They came to the Red Sea, and he divided a path for them;
they went through the sea on foot, there did they rejoice in Him., The floods
stood upright as a heap, and the depths were congealed in the heart of the sea.
They passed through the depths as through a wilderness, which the Egyptians
essaying to do were drowned. The Lord, in all these things, put a glorious
difference between Egypt and Israel., The fiery cloudy pillar which gave light
to Isracl was darkness to the eyes of Egypt. Whenever God blessed Israel, he

cursed Egypt; the same moment that he sent the benediction to the one, he
sent the malediction to the other; he looked on Israel and the tribes rejoiced, but

when he looked on the Egyptians, their host were troubled.

Now, in your ears this day, Egypt and Israel are declared to be types of two
people who dwell upon the face of the earth,—the men that fear the Lord and
the men that fear him not. The Egyptians are the pictures of t!xose who are
dead in trespasses and sins, enemies to God by wicked works, and aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel. The Israelites, God’s ancient people, are set before us as
the representatives of those who have through grace believed 1n C_hrlst, who
fear God and who seek to keep his commandments, The tgsk of tl:ns morning
will be to show you, first, the difference; secondly, when that difference is seen ; and
thirdly, the reason why it should be seen, upon which last point 1 shall stir up your
minds, urging you to make the diflerence more and more conspicuous 1 your daily

life, |
I. First, then, THE DIFFERENCE., JThe Lord hath put a difference between

th re hi y
ose who are his people and those who are no day be blotted out; but

There are many distinctions among men which will one
i ig an eternal distinction., Between

permit me to remind you at the outset that this _
the different classes of men, the rich and the poor, there are channels of l{ltelécorg-
munication, and very properly so, for th s di g are maintaine 1; 1:;11:
better for the happiness of all. The social fabric is not to be kept up by mai“ 2‘,
ing one pillar at the expense of another, or by gilding the roof, and neg ‘130 108
the foundations. The commonwealth is one, and the prosperity of one class 13
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proportionably the prosperity of all. DBut there isa distinction 8o widethat we may
truly ray of it, “Between us and you there is a great guli’ fixed,” and the broader
the line of demarcation, the happier for the church, and the better for the world,
There is a distinction of infinite width between the sinner dead in sin, and the
chill of God quickened by the Spirit, who has been adopted into the family of
the Most High., Concerning this distinction, suffer me to make the following
remarks.

First, the distinction between the righteous and wicked is most ancient. It was
ordained of God from before the foundation of the world. In the eternal covenant
Jehovah wrote the names of hiselect; for them Christ entered into engagements that
he would be their surety, and their substitute to suffer in their room and stead.
Covenant engagements were made for them, and for them only Their names
were from of old inscribed in the book of God, and engraven upon the precious
stones of their great high priest’s breastplate. They were then In the covenant
set apart: ¢ The Lord hath set apart him that his godly for himself.” While the
whole world lay in the wicked one, these precious jewels were sclected from the
dunghill of the fall. Better than other men by nature they certainly were not;
yet divine sovereignty, linked arm in arm with divine grace, selected some to be
the vessels of mercy, who should be fitted for the Master’s use, in whom Jebhovah
should show forth not his long suffering merely, but the plenitude of his grace and
the riches of his love. Other distinctions are merely temporary; they are things
that grew up yesterday, and will die to-morrow; but this is older than the ever-
lasting hills. Before the starry sky was spread, or the foundations of the earth
were digged, the Lord had made a difference between [srael and Egypt. This,
however, is a mighty secret, and though we are to tell it as we find it in the Word,
yet we are not intrusively to pry into it.

God has made another distinction, namely, a wvital one. Between the righteous
and the wicked, there is an essential distinction of nature. ‘I'here are some
of you, who imagine that the only difference between the true Christian and
another, is just this,—that the one is more attentive to his place of worship—that
he is more regular in the practice of ceremonies—that he could not live without
private praver, and the like. Permit me to assure you, that if there is no greater
difference than this between you and another man, you are not a child of God. The
distinction between the unconverted and the converted, is far wider than this. It is
one not of dress or of outward formy, but of essence and of nature. Bring hither
a serpent and an angel: there is a distinction between the two of such a character,
that the serpent could not grow into an angel let it do its utmost; the angel
could not eat the dust which forms the serpent’s food, nor could the serpent lift up
its voice and sing the seraphic song of the blessed. As wide a distinction as that
is there between the man that tears God, and the man that fears him not. If you
arc still what you always were by nature, you cannot be a true Christian; and it
is utterly impossible for you to ¢grow into one by all your doings. You may wash
and cleanse, you may clothe and dress; you will be the child of nature finely
dressed, but not the living child of heaven. You must be born again; there must
be a new nature put into you; a spark of divinity must fall into your bosom, and
must burn there. Fallen nature can only rise to nature, just as water will only
flow up as high as its source; and as you are fallen in nature, so must you remain,
unless you are renewed by grace. God by his infinite power has quickened his
people: he has brought them out of their old nature, they now love the things
which they once hated, and they hate the things they once loved. Old things with
them are “passed away; behold all things are become new.” The change is not
that they speak more solemnly and religiously, or that they have left off going to
the theatre, or that they do not spend their lives in the frivolities of the world: that
is not the change—it is a consequence of it, but the change is deeper and more
vital than this; it is a change of the man’s very essence. He is no more the man
that he once was: he is “renewed in the spirit of his mind,” born over again,
regenerated, re-created: he is a stranger and a foreigner here below, he no more
belongs to this world, but to the world to come. The Lord, thep, 1n this respect,
hath put a difference between Israel and IEgypt.

We would remark, further, that this difference of nature is followed by a differ-
ence in God’s judicial treatment of the two men. With both, his dealings are just
and right. God torbid that he should be unjust to any man! The Lord 1s never
severe beyond what justice demands, nor gracious beyond what justice allows,
Here comes the unrenewed, the ungodly man; he brings up his good works, his
prayers, his tears; the Lord will judge him according to his works, and woe worth
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