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SPIRITUAL PEACE.

A Sermon
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REV. C. H. SPURGEON,

AT EXETER HALL, STRAND,

¢ Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you.”—John xiv. 27.

Our Lord was now about to die, to depart from this world, and to ascend to his
Father; he therefore makes his will; and this is the blessed legacy which he
leaves to the faithful —“ Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you.”

We may rest well assured that this testament of our Lord Jesus Christ is valid.
You have here his own signature; it is signed, sealed, and delivered 1n the presence
of the eleven apostles, who are faithful and true witnesses. ’T'is true a testament
is not in force while the testator liveth, but Jesus Christ has died once for all; and
now none can dispute his legacy. The will is in force, because the testator has
died. It may, however, sometimes happen that a testator’s wishes in a will may
be disregarded; and he, powerless beneath the sod, is quite unable to rise and
demand that his last will should be carried out. But our Lord Jesus Christ who
died, and therefore made his will valid, rose again, and now he lives to see every
stipulation of it carried out; and this blessed codicil, “ Peace I leave with you, my
peace 1 give unto you,” is sure to all the blood-bought seed. Peace is theirs, and
iﬂn?ﬁsfl I(:ie theirs, because he died and put the will in force, and lives to see the will

u:1:eqa, :

The donation, the blessed legacy which our Lord has here left, is Ais peace.
This mirht be considered as being peace with all the ereatures. God has made a
league of peace between his people and the whole aniverse. “ For thou shalt be
in league with the stones of the field: and the beasts ot the field shall be at peace
with thee.” ¢ All things work together for good to them that love God.” Provi-
dence that was once estranged, and seemed to work counter to our welfare, has
now become at peace with us. The wheels revolve in happy order, and bear us
blessings as often as they turn. The words of our Lord may also reier toﬂthe
peace which exists among the people of God toward one another. There 1s a
peace of God which reigns in our hearts through Jesus Christ, by which we are
bound in closest ties of unity and concord to every other child of God whom we
may mect with in our pilgrimage here below. Leaving, however, these two sorts
of peace, which I believe to be comprehended in the legacy, let us prpceed (o
consider two kinds of peace, which in our experience resolve themselves Into one,
and which are surely the richest part of this benediction. Our Saviour here means

peace with God, and peace with our own conscience. 'I'bere is first, peace with Gold,
for he  hath reconciled us to himsclf by Jesus Christ;” he hath put away the
is “peace on earth and

wall which separated us from Jehovah, and now there 1 ant
“goodwill toward men.” When sin 1s put away, God has no cause of warfare agains

his creature: Christ has put our sins away, and therefore there is a virtual su_lf-
stantial peace established between God and our souls. This:, however, mlghlli ?let
without our clearly understanding and rejoicing In it. Christ has therefore left us
peace in the conscience. Peace with God is the treaty; peace in the consn:ence 13
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the publication of it. Peace with God is the fountain, and peace with conseience
is the crystal stream which issues from it. There 1s a peace decreed in the court
of divine justice in heaven; and then there follows as a necessary consequence,
as soon as the news is known, a peace in the minor court of human judgment,
wherein conscience sits upon the throne to judge us according to our works.

The legacy, then, of Christ is a twofold peace: a peace of friendship, ot agree-
ment, of love, of everlasting union between the elect and God. It is next a peace of
sweet enjoyment, of quict rest of the understanding and the conscience. When
there are no winds above, there will be no tempests below. When heaven is serene,
earth is quiet. Conscience reflects the complacency of God. ¢ Therefore beiny
justified by faith, we have peace with God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, by
whom also we have received the atonement.”

I propose this morning, if God the Holy Spirit shall graciously assist, to speak
of this peace thus:—first, its secret ground-work; then its noble nature; thirdly, its
blessed effects ; fourthly, its interruptions and means of maintenance; and theun I shall
close by some words of solemn warning to those of you who have never enjoyed
peace with God, and consequently never have had true peace with yourselves,

I. First, then, THE PEACE WHICH A TRUE CHRISTIAN ENJOYS WITH GOD AND
HIS CONSCIENCE HAS A SOLID GROUNDWORK TO REST UPON. It is not bullt upon
a pleasing fiction of his imagination, a delusive dream of his ignorance; but 1t 18
built on facts, on positive truths, on essential verities; it is founded upon a rock,
and though the rains descend. and the winds blow, and the floods beat upon that
house, it shall not fall, because its foundation is secure. When a man hath faith n
the blood of Christ there is but little wonder that he hath peace, for indeed he is fully
warranted in enjoving the most profound calm which mortal heart can know., For
thus he reasons with himself:—God hath said, * He that believeth 1s justified from
all things;”’ and, moreover, that “ he that believeth on the Lord Jesus Clirist shall be
saved.” Now, my faith is unfeignedly fixed in the great substitutionary sacrifice
of Christ, therefore T am now justified from all things, and stand accepted 1n
Christ as a believer. The necessary consequence of that is, that he possesses peace
of mind. 1f God has punished Christ in my stead, he will not punish me again.
¢ Being once purged I have no more censcience of sin.” Under the Jewish cere-
monial, mention was made of sin every year; the atoning lamb must be slaughtered
a thousand times, but * this man, having made one atonement for sins, for ever sat
down at the right hand of the majesty in the heavens.” How, I ask, can that
man tremble who believes himself forgiven? It were strange indeed if his faith
did not breathe a holy caln into his bosom.,

Again, the child of God receives his peace from another golden pipe, for a sense
of pardon has been shed abroad in his soul, He not only believes his forgiveness from
the testimony of God, but he has a sense of pardon. Do any of you know what
this is? It is something more than a belief in Christ; it is the cream of faith,
the full ripe fruit of believing, it is a high and special privilege which God gives
after faith, If I have not that sense of pardon I am still bound to believe, and
then, believing, I shall by and by advance to the seeing of that which I believed
and hoped for. The Holy Spirit sometimes sheds abroad in the believer a conscious-
ness that he is forgiven. By mysterious agency he fills the soul with the light of
glory. If all the false witnesses on earth should rise up and tell the man at that
time that God is not reconciled to him, and that his sins remain unforgiven, he
would be able to laugh them to scorn; for,saith he, *“the love of God is shed abroad
in my heart by the Holy Spirit.” He feels that he is reconciled to God. He has
come from faith up to enjoyment, and every power of his soul feels the divine dew
as it gently distils from heaven. The understanding feels it, it is enlightened; the
will feels it, it is subjected to the will of God; the heart feels it, it is fired with holy
love; the hope feels it, for it looks forward to the day when the whole man shall be
made like its covenant head Jesus Christ, Every flower in the garden of humanity
feels the sweet south wind of the Spirit, as it blows upon it, and causes the sweet
spices to send forth their perfume. What wonder, then, that man has peace with
God when the Holy Ghost becomes a royal tenant of the heart, with all his glorious
train of blessings ? Ah! poor tried soul, what peace and joy unspeakable would
reign in your soul if you did but believe on Christ? “ Yes,” say you, *“ but I want
God to manifest to me that I am forgiven.” Poor soul, he will not do that at once;
he bids you believe Christ first, and then he will make manifest to you the pardon
of your sin. It is by faith we are saved, not by enjoyment; but when I believe
Christ, and take him at bis word, even wben my feclings seem to coutradict my
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