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“They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world,”—John xvii 16,

Curist’s prayer was for a special people. He declared that he did not offer an
universal intercession. ¢ I pray for them,” said he. “I pray not for the world, but
for them which thou hast given me, for they are thine.” In reading this beautiful
prayer through, only one question arises to our minds; Who are the people that
are described as “ them,” or as “they?” Who are these favoured individuals, who
share a Saviour’s prayers, are recognized by a Saviour’s love, have their names
written on the stones of his precious breastplate, and have their characters and
their circumstances mentioned by the lips of the High Priest before the throne on
high? The answer to that question is supplied by the words ot our text. The
people for whom Christ prays are an unearthly people. They are a people some-
what above the world, distinguished altogether from it. *“They are not of the
world, even as I am not of the world.”

I'shall treat my text, first of all, doctrinally ; secondly, experimentally ; and thirdly,
practically,

L First, we shall take our text and look at it DOCTRINALLY.

The doctrine of it is, that God’s people are a people who are not of the world,
even a< Christ was not of the world. It is not so much that they are not of
the world, as that they are “not of the world, even as Christ was not of the world."
This js an important distinction, for there are to be found certain people who are
not of the world, and yet they are not Christians. Amongst thece I would mention
sentimentalists—people who are always crying and groaning in affected sentimental
ways. Their spirits are so refined, their characters are so delicate, that they
could not attend to ordinary business. They would think it rather degrading
to their spiritual nature to attend to anything connected with the world. They
live much in the air of romances and novels; love to read things that fetch tears
from their eyes; they would like continually to live in a cottage near a wood, or to
inbabit some quiet cave, where they could read “ Zimmerman on Solitude ” for ever;
for they feel that they are ““not of the world.” The fact is, there is something too
flimsy about them to stand the wear and tear of this wicked world. They are so
pre-eminently good, that they cannot bear to do as we poor human creatures do I
have heard of one young lady, who thought h rself so spiritually-minded that she
could not work. A very wise minister saii to her, “ That is quite correct! you are
su spiritually-minded that you cannot work; very well, you are so spiritually-minded
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that you shall not eat unless you do.” That brought her back from her great syiri-
tual-mindedness. There is a stupid sentimentalism that certain persons nurse hem-
selves into. They read a parcel of books that intoxicate their brains, and then fancy
that they have a lofty destiny. These people are “not of the world,” truly; but
the world does not want them, and the world would not miss them much, if they
were clean gone for ever. There is such a thing as being “ not of the world,” from
3 high order of sentimentalism, and yet not being a Christian after all. For it is not
50 much being “not of the world,” as being * not of the world, even as Christ was
not of the world.” There are others, too, like your monks, and those other mad
individuals of the Catholic church, who are not of the world. They are so awfully
good, that they could not live with us sinful creatures at all. They must be distin-
guished from us altogether. They must not wear, of course, a boot that would at all
approach to a worldly shoe, but they must have a sole of leather strapped on with
two or three thongs, like the tar-famed Father Ignatius. They could not be expected
to wear worldly coats and waistcoats; but they must have peculiar garbs, cut in
certain fashions, like the Passionists. They must wear particular dresses, | articular
garments, particular habits, And we know that some men are “not of the world.”
by the peculiar mouthing they give to all their words—the sort of sweet, savoury,
buttery flavour they give to the English language, because they think themselves so
eminently sanctified that they fancy it would be wrong to indulge in anything in
which ordinary mortals indulge. Such persons are, however, reminded, that their
being “not of the world,” has nothing to do with it. It is not being “ not of the
world,” so much as being * not of the world, even as Christ was not of the world.”

This is the distinguishing mark—being different from the world in those respects
in which Christ was different. Not making ourselves singular in unimportant points,
as those poor creatures do, but being different from the world in those respects in
which the Son of God and the Son of man, Jesus Christ, our glorious Examplar, was
distinguished from the rest of mankind. And I think this will burst out in great
clearness and beauty to us, if we consider that Christ was not of the world in na-
ture; that he was not of the world again, in office; and above all, that he was not of
the world in his character.

1. First, Christ wus not of the world in nature. What was there about Christ that
was worldly? In one point of view his nature was divine; and as divine, it was
perfect, pure, unsullied, spotless, he cou:d not descend to things of earthliness and
sin; in another sense he was human; and his human nature, which was born of the
Virgin Mary, was begotten of the Holy Ghost, and theretore was so pure that in it
rested nothing that was worldly. He was not like ordinary men. We are all born
with worldliness in our hearts. Solomon well says, *“Foolishness is bound up
in the heart of a child.” It is not only there, but it is bound up in it; it
is tied up in his heart, and is difficult to remove. And so with each of
us: when we were children, earthliness and carnality were bound up in our
nature. But Christ was not so. His nature was not a worldly one; it was esscu-
tially different from that of every one else, although he sat down and talked with
them. Mark the difference! He stood side by side with a Pharisee; but every
one could see he was not of the Pharisee’s world. He sat by a Samaritan woman,
and though he conversed with her very freely, who is it that fails to see that he was
not of that Samaritan woman’s world—not a sinner like her? He mingled with the
Publicans, nay, he sat down at the Publican’s feast, and eat with Publicans and sin-
ners; but you could see by the holy actions and the peculiar gestures he there car-
ried with him, that he was not of the Publicans’ world, though he mixed with them.
There was something so different in his nature that yeu could not have found an
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individual in all the world whom you could have set beside him and said, * There !
he is of that man’s world.” Nay, not even John, though he leaned on his bosom and
partook very much of his Lord’s spirit, was exaccly of that world to which Jesus
belonged; for even he once in his Boanergean spirit, said words to this effect, * Let
us call down fire from heaven on the heads of those who oppose thee,”—a thing that
Christ could not endure for a nioment, and thereby proved that he was something
even beyond John’s world.

Well, beloved, in some sense, the Christian msan is not of the world even in his
nature. I do not mean in his corrupt and fallen nature, but in his new nature,
There is something in a Christian that is utterly and entirely distinct from that of
anybody else. Many persons think that the difference between a Christian and a
worldling consists in this: one goes to chapel twice on a Sabbath-day, another does
not go but once, or perhaps not at all; one of them takes the sacrament, the other
does not; one pays attention to holy things, the other pays very little attention to
them. But, ah, beloved, that does not make a Christian. The distinction between a
Christian and a worldling is not merely external, but internal. The difference is
one of nature, and not of act,

A Christian is as essentially different from a worldling as a dove is from a raven,
or a lamb from a lion. He is not of the world even in his nature. You could
not make him a worldling. You might do what you liked; you might cause him to
fall into some temporary sin; but you could not make him a worldling. You might
cause him to backslide; but you could not make him a sinner, as he used to be.
He 18 not of the world by his nature. He is a twice-born man; in his veins run
the blood of the royal family of the universe. He is a nobleman; he is a Leaven-
born child. His freedom is not merely a bought one, but he hath his liberty by his
new-born nature. He is begotten again unto a lively hope. He is not of the world
by his nature; he is essentially and entirely difftrent from the world. There are
persons in this chapel now who are more totally distinct from one another than
you can even conceive. I have some here who are intelligent, and some who are
ignorant; some who are rich, and some who are poor; but I do not ailude to those
distinctions: they all melt away into nothing in that great distinction—dead or
alive, spiritual or carnal, Christian or worldling. And oh! if ye are God’s people,
then ye are not of the world in your nature; for ye are “ not of the world, even as
Christ was not of the world.”

2. Again: you are not of the world in your office. Christ’s office had nothing to do
with worldly things. “ Art thou a king then?” Yes; I am a king; but my king-
dom is not of this world. “Art thou a priest?” Yes; I am a priest; but ny
priesthood is not the priesthood which I shall soon lay aside, or which shall be dis-
continued as that of others has been.  “ Art thou a teacher?” Yes; but my doc
trines are not the doctrines of morality, doctrines that concern earthly dealings
between man and man simply; my doctrine cometh down from heaven. So Jesus
Christ, we say, is “ not of the world.” He had no office that could be termed a
worldly one, and he had no aim which was in the least worldly. He did not seek
his own applause, his own fame, his own honour; his very office was not of the
world. And, O believer! what is thy office? Hast thou rone at all? Why, yes,
man! Thou art a priest unto the Lord thy God; thy office is to offer a sacrifice of
prayer and praise each day. Ask a Christian what he is, Say to him: “ What is
your official standing? What are you by office?” Well, if he answers you properly,
he will not say, “I am a draper, or druggist,” or anything of that sort. No; he
will say, “I am a priest unto my God. The office unto which I am ealled, is to br
the salt of the earth. | am a city set on a hill, a light that cannot be hid. That is
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