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¢The Church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth,”—1 Timothy iii. 15.

You will remember it was announced last Sunday that a collection would be made
to-day in behalf of our institution for training young men for the ministry. It has
been thought desirable that I should state a few particulars relative to the institution.
Some of them will appear in the course of the sermon. It may suffice for me to say
now, that some five or six years ago one of the young men of the Church gave promise
of being a successful minister if he could but have a good education. With the
assistance of a friend in the Church, I undertook to take him under my charge, put
him under a suitable tutor, and train him for the ministry. So successful was that
work, that I was induced to take another, and another, and another. Hitherto, I have
been myself committee, secretary, treasurer, and subscriber. I have not, except in
one or two instances, even mentioned the matter to any one, but have been content to
spare everything that I could out of my own income, besides that which is necessary
for the support of my household, in order to educate any young men who came in
my way that they might become ministers of the cross of Christ. There are now seven
gettled out, all of whom have been eminently successful. They are not men probably
who will become great or brilliant, but they have been good and useful preachers.
I think there are not other seven in the whole Baptist denomination who have had
8o many converts during the years tbat they have been settled. They have been the
means most of them in the hands of God of adding a very considerable number every
year to the churches where they have settled, and those are churches not in provincial
towns but in villages. I have therefore been led still further to increase my number,
and I think I have now about sixteen young men wholly to support and maintain.
Besides these, there is a very considerable number who receive their education in the
evening, though they still remain in their own callings. With the enlarged sphere we
now occupy as a Church, I have proposed so to enlarge my scheme that all the
members of this Church and congregation who happen to be deficient in the plain
rudiments of knowledge can get an education—a common English education for
themselves, Then, if they display any ability for speaking, without giving up their
daily avocations, they shall have classes provided for higher branches of instruction.
But should they feel that God has called them to the ministry, I am then prepared after
the use of my own judgment, and the judgment of my friends, as to whether they are
fit persons, to give them two years’ special tutorship, that they may go forth to the work
of the cross, thoroughly trained so far as we can eﬁPeot it in so short a time. T know I am
called to this work, and I have had some most singular interpositions of Providence
in providing funds for it hitherto. At the day of judgment the world shall know that
there -has never lived a man upon the face of the earth who has less deserved ths
calumny of seeking to enrich himself than I have. I shall say no more upon that
Let the world scandalise me if it will. I want the money to-day, not for myself in
any respect. I give my services and my work freely, and of my own income all thas
I can spare. I only want my friends who feel interested in this work to assist me, that
we may provide men who shall preach the gospel to multitudes who are longing to
hear it fully and faithfully proclaimed. Permit me to say there was held in West-
minster Abbey last Thursday & grand choral festival, at which there were singers from
the various choirs of London—St. Paul’s, the Abbey, the Temple, and the Foundling,
and some from Windsor beside. Several eoclesiastical dignitaries graced the assembly.
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Anthems and cantatos, and I know not what else, were performed on a most classte
scale. The sermon was preached by a Provost of some college, in which the claims of
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts were eloquently advo-
cated, and the whole collection amounted to seventy pounds—‘ A very poor result for
so sublime a service,” said the T%mes report. Last Friday evening there was held a
little meeting in one of the rooms here of about forty or fifty of the seatholders in this
congregation. There were no bishops present. There were only a few street preachers
and my poor students. They addressed that little meeting, and though no collection was
called for, or even contemplated, those friends spontaneously subscribed one hundred and
eighty pounds as an earnest of what they were sure the congregation would give to this
work to-day. I think this just shows that when people have a mind for Christ’s
cause, they do not need to have the State to support their religion, but can support it
out of the generosity of loving hearts without the elaborate parade ‘of gorgeous rituals.

I shall now invite your attention to the subject of this morning’s discourse, which
has a very strong bearing upon this point.

¢ The Church of the living God,the pillar and ground ?l the truth.”—1 Timothy{ii. 16.

The word ‘ Church” has suffered very much from the hands of men. Strangely, but
frequently, has it been used to designate a mass of bricks and mortar. Ecclesia, a
chosen assembly, has actually by the natural debasement of the tongue of priests,
come down to mean a building. By no possible construction can it mean any such a
thing. A more debasing use of a divine word than that can scarcely be found. The
word “Church” has also been used by many to signify the clergy. A young man is
to enter the Church: that is, he is to take holy orders, to become a preacher, and an
authorised dispenser of the sacraments, as they are called ; he is to aspire after an incum-
bency, and is to be recognised as an ordained minister of the Word. Now, the word
““Church” in Scripture means nothing like that. Suach a use of terms is but confusion.
Tt is taking God’s words, mauling and destroying their sense, and then using them
for our own purpose. The ‘“Church of Christ,” according to the Scripture, is an
assembly of faithful men. ZEeclesia originally signified assembly ; not a mob, but an
assembly of persons who were called together on account of their special right to meet
for the discussion of certain subjects. They were a called-out assembly. The ‘Church
of God” itself, in its full sense, is a company of persons called out by the Holy Spirit
from among the rest of mankind, banded together for the holy purpose of the defence
and the propagation of the truth. If there be but three or four, yet if they be so
banded together in the fear of God, they are to all intents and purposes a Church ;
and if they should happen to number thousands, they are no more a Church on account
of their numbers—a Church being a company of faithful men. To our minds, the
Scripture seems very explicit as to how this Church should be ordered. We believe
that every Church member should have equal rights and privileges ; that there is no
power in Church officers to execute anything uiless they have the full authorisation
of the members of the Church. We believe, however, that the Church should choose
its pastor, and having chosen him, that they should love him and respect him for his
work’s sake ; that with him should be associated the deacons of the Church to take
the oversight of pecuniary matters; and the elders of the Church to assist in all the
works of the pastorate in the fear of God, being overseers of the flock. Such a Church
we believe to be scripturally ordered ; and if it abide in the faith, rooted, and grounded,
and settled, such a Church may expect the benediction of heaven, and so it shall
become the pillar and ground of the truth. . .

But what is intended in our text by saying that the Church of God is the pillar
and ground of the truth? When you go outside this building you may observe
the use of a pillar; and that part of it which forms a basement upon which the
eircular stone rests, exactly answers to what ‘the apostle means by the ground of the
truth, It is the business of the Church of course to uphold the truth in its deep
foundations ; to conserve and preserve it intact; thus it is the ground. To lift it up
and bear it aloft in beauty and in all its fair propartions, in this the Church, of course,
is the pillar of the truth. Some commentators say that as pillars were used of old to
bear inscriptions, as upon pillars even the brazen decrees of the Roman senate were
oxhibited to the people, so the Church of Christ is intended to be a pillar bearing the
inscription of the truth, so that it mot only maintains it, and upholds it, but sets it
forth. At any rate, I think you will perceive in a moment that the simple meaning
of my text is just this,—it is the business of the ‘Church -_of God to maintain, to
propagate, to uphold, to spread and to defend the truth as it is in Jesus, wherever
that Oburch may be placed. ..

T shall use the text, this morning, in four ways. First, fo correct certain mistake ;
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secondly, to convince our judgments of the excellency of God’s ordinance in this matter ;
thirdly, to awaken reflections upon the subject ; and fourthly, to suggest some ways of
making this Church, and every Church, the pillar and ground of the truth.

I. First, then, my brethren, LET US' CORRECT SOME FEW MISTAKES, .

We are all deeply impressed with the importance of maintaining the doctrines of the
gospel, and the truths of Christ, pure and simple as we find them in the New Testament.
There are brethren who, in their extreme anxiety to accomplish this end, suggest methods
which are not warranted by the text ; for the rule here laid down is that the Church is
itself to maintain, and to be the guardian of the truth. But these brethren, in their
great anxiety to maintain it, have suggested other ways. One of the first has been the
drawing up of a creed. The articles of the faith shall be written out clearly and un-
mistakably. At a general synod every word of these articles shall be argued, any
discrepancy shall be removed, and the articles shall, as nearly as possible, express the
nrthodox creed. It is dome. The ministers assembled go home, and say that creed
will be the pillar and ground of the truth ; as long asever the name of the Westminster
Assembly Confession shall be known, the truth will be safe ; as long as the thirty-nine
articles of the Church of England shall stand, that Church must be free from error.
Ah, how signally they have failed* Especially let us take the glaring instance of
the Church of England. The articles of the Church of England are Calvinistic. No

“person who is not deluded, or dishonest, can read them without seeing that the pen was
dipped in Geneva ink which wrote those articles. And yet, how many Church of
England clergy are as' wide from anything like Calvinism, as the wildest Pelagian could
be supposed to be. There ave, it is true, and Ged be glorified for it, many brethren who
do believe these articles, and preach them faithfully too. We love them and honour
them for the truth’s sake. But is there one in ten, nay, is there one in twenty, who
really receives those articles in their pure and simple meaning ¢ . If this were all, it were
not so bad ; but men have had the impudence to subseribe to those articles of the Church,
when they have not believed a single one of them, and have been infidels. You have
had of late, and it is not necessary for me to allude to the matter, a glaring proof that
no articles whatever can conserve and maintain the truth ; for men will sign them when
they do not believe a word they set forth.

We have been led to think we have grown a little wiser, and we have tried to main-
tain the truth by our trust deeds. Our friends have, as they thought; put the truth in
the trust deeds ; and it is enacted, that if a minister does not preach the doctrines, the
trustees shall see that he is dismissed. Ah, a very poor pillar and ground of truth this
is. Our strict Baptist brethren,—I am not now about to enter into the question whether
they are right or wrong, but supposing they are right for the moment,—they have been
exceedingly wise in putting the strict Baptist clause into their trust deed. I am nos
mnow about to dispute the verdicts of the judges ; but their clauses have been broken,
and their bands have been like green withes, I know a ‘chapel now in Norfolk, which
has on the forefront over the door, these words printed in stone, *“ For the strict Baptists
for ever.” Really there is something fine and heroic in that, but equally ridiculous and
absurd. The place will not be for the strict Baptists for ever ; nor will any trust deed
ever be so written but that you may drive a coach and horses through, just as surely as
you can through an Act of Parliament. That never was and never will be the way to
maintain the truth. Let it be done if you like ; but do not imagine that. your trust deed
is a pillar and ground of the truth.

We have fallen into a similar mistake with regard to the diffusion of the truth.
In order to spread the doctrines of the gospel, we have formed societies. There are
missionary societies appended to every denomination. These societies are to be
pillars and grounds of the truth, not so much in the maintenance of the truth as in the
spreading of it. To become a member of a missionary society, you have only to
subscribe to it. If you were a very infidel and subscribed, you would become a
member. Nothing whatever is required of you but that you should simply give a money
qualification, and you become a member of that society. We have been wondering
why our societies have not greater success. I believe the reason is because there is not
a single word in the Book of God about anything of the kind, The Church of God is
the pillar and ground of the truth, not a society. The Church of God never ought to
have delegated to any society whatever, a work which it behoved her to have done her-
self. Instead of sending our subscriptions to associations, we ought to have picked our
own men out of our own midst, and found the means to send them forth to preach the
truth as it is in Jesus, ourselves. We have given up the work of the education of our
young men to our colleges. T will not say they have done it ill. But I do dare to say
they have not done it well. The reason, I think, has been because there is nothing
in the Word of God that could warrant their accepting the trust. The Church
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