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“And ashe was vet a coming, the devil threw him down, and tare him. And Jesus rebuked the
nnclean spirit, and healed the child, and delivered him again to his father "—Luke ix. 42.

T8 child possessed with an evil spirit, is a most fitting emblem of every ungodl
and unconverted man. Though we be not possessed with devils, yet by nature we
are possessed with devilish vices and lusts, which if they do not distress and vex
our bodies, will most certainly destroy our souls. Never creature possessed witl
evil spirit was in a worse plight than the man who is without God, without Christ,
and without hope in the world. The casting out of the unclean spirit was moreover
a thing that was impossible to man and only possible to God ; and so is the conver-
sion of an ungodly sinner a thing beyond the reach of human ability, and only to be
accomplished by the might of the Most High. The dreadful bellowings, foamings,
and tearings caused in this unhappy child by the unclean spirit, are a picture of the
sins, iniquities, and vices into which ungodly men are continually and impetuousiy
hurried ; and a type of that sad and terrible suffering which remorse will by-and-bye
bring to their conscience, and which the vengeance of God will soon cause to occupy
their hearts. The bringing of this child to the Saviour by his parents teaches us a
lesson, that those of us to whom the care of youth is entrusted, either as parents or
teachers, should be anxiousto bring our children to Jesus Christ,that hemay graciously
save them. The devout desireand compassionof the father for his child is but a pattern
of what every parent ought to feel for his offspring. Like Abraham, he should pray,
“Q that Ishmael might live before thee ;” and not only put up the prayer, but also
strive in the use of the means to bring his child to the Pool of Siloam that haply the
angel may stir the stream, and his son may step into the water and be made whole.
The parent should place his offspring where the Saviour walks, that he may look
upon him and heal him. The coming of the child to Christ is a picture of saving
faith, for faith is coming to Christ, simply believing in the power of his atonement.
And lastly, the casting down and tearing which is mentioned in my text is a picture of
the comer’s conflict with the enemy of souls. “ As he was yet a coming, the devil
threw him down and tare him.” Our subject this morning will be the well known
fact, that coming sinners, when they approach the Savour, are often thrown down by
Satan and torn, so that they suffer exceedingly in their minds, and are well nigh
ready to giveup in despair, |

There are four points for our consideration this morning. That you may easily
remember them I have made them alliterative : the devil’s doings, designs, discovery,
and defeat,

I. First, THE DEvVIL’S DoINGS. When this child came to Christ to be healed, the
devil threw him down and tare him, Now this is an illustration of what Satan does

with most, if not all sinners, when they come to Jesus to seek light and life through
him ; he throws them down and tears them. Allow me to point out how it is that the

devil causes those extraordinary pangs and agonies which attend conversion.  He

has a multitude of devices, for he is cunning and crafty, and he has divers waya
of accomplishing that end.
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1. First of all he does this by perverting the truth of God for the destruction of the
soul’s hope and comfort. Thedevil is very sound in divinity. I never suspected him
of heterodoxy yet. I believe him to be one of the most orthodox individuals in
creation. Other people may disbelieve the doctrines of revelation, but the devil can-
not, for he knows the truth, and though he will belie it often, he is so crafty that he
understands that with the soul convinced of sin his best method is not to contradict
the truth, but to pervert it. Now I will mention the five great doctrines which we
hold to be most prominent in Scripture, by the perversion of each of which the
devil tries to keep the soul in bondage, darkness, and despair.

First, there is the great doctrine of electivn—that God hath chosen to himself a num-
ber that no man can number, who shall be holy, since they are ordained to be a pecu-
liar people, zealous of good works, Now the devil agitates the coming soul upon
that doctrine. *Oh,” saith he, “perhaps you are not elect. It is of no use your
coming, and struggling, and striving ; you may sit still and do nothing, and yet be
saved, if you are to be saved; but if your name is written among the lost, all your
praying, seeking, and believing cannot save you.” Thus the devil begi

gins preaching

sovereignty in the sinner’s ear, to make him believe that the Lord will assuredly cut

him off. He asks, “How can you suppose that such a wretch as you can be elected ?
You deserve to be damned, and you know it. Your brother is a good moral man,
but as for you, you are the chief of sinners ; do you think God would choose vou ?”
Then 1if the tempted one is instructed that election is not according to merit, but of
God’s free will, Satan opens another battery, and insinuates, “ You would not feel
like this if you were one of God’s elect ; you would not be allowed to come into all
this suffering, and pray so long in vain,” And again he whispers, *“ You are not one
of his ;” and thusattempts to throw the soul down and tear it in pieces. I would just
like to have a blow at his schemes this morning by reminding our friends
that when they come to Christ they never need puzzle themselves about the doctrine
of election. Noone, in teaching a child the alphabet, makes him learn Z before he
has learned A ; so a sinner must not expect to learn election until he knows faith.
The text with which he has to do is this : “ He that believeth on the Lord Jesus shall
be saved ;” and when the Lord has enabled him to learn and believe that, he may
go on to this: ‘ Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father through
sanctification of the Spirit unto the obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus.”
But if he cannot shake off the subject from his mind, he needs not do it, for
he may remember that every penitent is elect, every believer is elect However
great the sinner, if he does but repent, thatisa proof that heiselect ; if he does but
believe on Christ, he is as certainly elected as his faith is genuine. I cannot tell
that 1 am elected before I know whether I believe in God. I cannot tell a thing
unless I see its effects. I cannot tell whether there is a seed in the ground unless
you enable me to stir up the soil, or to wait till I see the blade shooting from un-
der the earth ; so I cannot tell whether your name is written in the Lamb’s book of
life until I see God’s love manifested in you in the stretching out of your hearts
towards God. I cannot disembowel the deep rocks of obscurity tofind out that hidden
thing, unless evidences and effects furnish me with spade and mattock. There is a
newspaperin Glasgow called the Christian News, alias, the Un-Christian News,or Chris-
tian Wasp, and the editor says of me,that [ am not fit to preach God’s word because I
do not know (can you guess what it is ?) who God’s elect are. He writes words to this
effect,—* According to his own confession, the young man does not know who God's
elect are until he has asked them questions, and knows their character.” Well, if 1
did, I should be marvellously wise indeed. Who does know them apart from those
signs, and marks, and evidences, in the heart and life which God always vouchsafes
to his elect in due time ? Shall I unlock the archives of heaven and read the rolls,
or, with presumptuous hand unfold the Lamb’s book of life, to know who are God’s
etect ? No; I leave that for the editor of the Christian News to do, and when he
publishes a full and correct list of the elect, no doubt it will be bought up tre-
mendously, and the printer will speedily make a fortune by it. Let not the soul be

distressed about election, for all who repent and believe do so, as the effect of their
election.

The next doctrine is that of our depravity—that all men are fallen in Adam, that
they are all gone aside from the truth, and that moreover by their practice they
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