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““ And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”—John i, 14.

I cANNOT refrain from mentioning an incident connected with the perusal of the first
chapter of John. I suppose there is not a passage in God’s Word which has not at some
time or other been blessed to the conversion of a soul. Even the fifth chapter of Genesis,
which is 50 uninteresting to the most of readers, because the verses continually end, ‘¢ And
zedied,” ““ And he died,” *“ And he died,” has been blessed to one, who from the reiteration
of the fact that men who lived nine hundred years nevertheless died, was led to think
of his own death. Now, the first chapter of John was the means of the conversion
of a celebrated writer, Junius the younger, one who did good service in the Church.
His father, perceiving him to be an ungodly young man, put in his way as much as
possible the New Testament, and the following 18 an extract from Junius’s account
of his own life. ‘ My father, who was frequently reading the New Testament, and
had long observed with grief the progress I had made in infidelity, had put that book
in my way in his library, in order to attract my attention, if it might please God to
bless his design, though without giving me the least intimation of it. Here, therefore,
I unwittingly opened the New Testament thus providentially laid before me. At the
very first view, although I was deeply engaged in other thoughts, that grand chapter
of the evangelist and apostle presented itself to me—* In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was God.” 1 read part of the chapbter, and was so affected that I
instantly became struck with the divinity of the argument, and the majesty and
authority of the composition, as infinitely surpassing the highest flights of human
eloquence. @My body shuddered ; my mind was In amazement, and I was so agi-
tated the whole day that 1 scarcely knew who I was; nor did the agitation cease, but
continued till it was at last soothed by a humble faith in him who was made flesh and
dwelt among us.”

One of the Platonic philosophers, who considered all Christian writers to be but bar-
barians, nevertheless said of the first chapter of John, ¢ This barbarian hath com-
prised more stupendous stuff in three lines, than we have done in all our voluminous
discourses.” And we will to this day glory in the power of the Holy Spint, that an
unlearned and ignorant man like John, the son of Zehedee the fisherman, should be
enabled to write a chapter which excels not only the highest flights of eloquence, but
the greatest divings of philosophy.

But now for the verse before us. I think, if you look attentively at it, and if you
are In some slender measure acquainted with the original, you will perceive that John
here compares Christ to that which was the greatest glory of the Jewish Church. Let
me read 1t, giving another translation : ‘‘The Word was made flesh, and tabernacled

among us, and we beheld bis glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Iather,
tnll of grace and truth.”
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Now, you remember that in the Jewish Church its greatest glory was that God
tabernacled in 1ts midst: not the tent of Moses, not the various pavilions of the princes
of the twelve tribes, but the humble tabernacle 1n which God dwelt, was the boast ot
Israel. They had the king himself in the midst of them, a present God in their midst.
The tabernacle was a tent to which men went when they would commune with God,
and it was the spot to which God came manifestly when he would commune with man.
To use Matthew Henry’s words, it was the ‘‘ trysting place” between the Creator and the
worshipper. Here they met each other through the slaughter of the bullock and the
lamb, and there was reconciliation between them twain. Now, Christ’s human flesh
was God’s tabernacle, and it 18 in Christ that (God meets with man, and in Christ that
man hath dealings with God. The Jew of old went to God’s tent, in the centre ot
the camp, if he would worship: we come to Christ if we would pay our homage. 1t
the Jew would be released from ceremonial uncleanness, after he had performed the
rites, he went up to the sanctuary of his God, that he might feel again that there was
peace between God and his soul ; and we, having been washed in the precious blood ot
Christ, have access with boldness unto God, even the Father through Christ, who 1s

our tabernacle and the tabernacle of God among men.
Now let us draw the parallel a little further. The greatesl glory of the tabernacle

itself was the most holy place. In the most holy place there stood the ark of the
covenant, bearing its golden lid called the mercy-seat. Ove> the mercy-seat stood
the cherubim, whose wings met each other, and beneath the wings of the cherubimn
there was a bright light, known to the Hebrew believer by the nsme of the Shekinah.
That light represented the presence of God. Immediately above that light there might
be seen at night a pillar of fire, and by day a spiral column ol cloud rose from 1t,
which no doubt expanded itself into one vast cloud, which covered all the camp, and
shielded all the Israelites from the blaze of the broiling sun. The glory of the taber-
nacle, I say, was the Shekinah. What does our text say? Jesus Christ was God’s
tabernacle, and ‘‘ we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father."
Jesus is not the tabernacle without the glory ; he is not as the temple when the voice
was heard with the rushing of winds before the siege of Jeruselem, crying, ‘ Anse,
let us go hence,” but it was a temple in which God himself dwelt af*er a special manner ;
¢¢ for in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.”

The apostle however points to a surpassing excellence in Christ the tabernacle, by
which he wondrously excels that of the Jewish Church. ‘Full of grace and truth.”
The Jewish tabernacle was rather full of law than full of grace. It is true there were
in its rites and ceremonieg foreshadowings of grace, but still in repeated sacrifice there
was renewed remembrance of sin, and a man had first to be obedient to the law of cere-
monies, before he could have access to the tabernacle at all ; but Christ is full of grace—not
a little of it; but abundance of it is treasured up in him. The tabernacle of old was not
full of truth, but full of image, and shadow, and symbol, and picture ; but Christ 1s
full of substance ; he is not the picture, but the reality ; he is not the shadow, but the
substance. Herein, O believer, do thou rejoice with joy unspeakable, for thou comest
unto Christ, the real tabernacle of God. Thou comest unto him who is full of the
glory of the Father ; and thou comest unto one 1n whom thou hast not the representa-
tion of a grace which thou needest, but the grace itse:f—not the shadow of a truth
ultimately to be revealed, but that very truth by which thy soul is accepted in the
sight of God. I put this forth as a matter for you to think over in your retirement.
It might have constituted the divisions of the sermon, but as I want more especially
to dwell upon the glory of Christ, we leave these observations as a preface, and go more
particularly to that part of the subject where the apostle says, ¢ We beheld his glory,

the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”
I. In the first place, we have here A FAVOURED PEOPLE. ¢ We beheld his glory.”

And who are these —the *“ we ” to whom the apostle here refers ? They were first of
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all an elect company, for Jesus said, ‘“J know whom 1 have chosen ;” ‘ Ye have nat
choseu me, but I have chosen you.” He came unto his own, and his own received hiin
not; but they who did receive him are described as men who were ‘“born not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” The elect in
Christ’s day, though they were but a small remnant, nevertheless did exist. There
were a few, else had that generation been as Sodoma, and been made like unto Gomorrah.
There were twelves and seventies, and afterwards we read of three thousand, and then
of many others who were added to the Church of such as should ke saved. In Christ’s
own day, however, the lines of manifest election seemed to be but very narrow, for
there were but few that followed him, and of those who followed him it is said, many
from that day went back and walked no more with him ; for his truth had sifted the mere
professors, and reduced them but to a slender company who followed the Lamb whither-
soever he went. The ‘“ we,” then, who ¢‘beheld Christ’s glory,” were a chosen company.

They were also a called company, for of many of them we read their special calls.
Of John himself we read, that Jesus walked by the sea and ‘“saw other two brethren,
James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father,
inending their nets ; and he called them. And they immediately left the ship and
their father, and followed him.” Of most of the apostles and immediate attendants
upon Christ's person we have a record of their divine and special call by Christ’s own
voice ; and in the case of those respecting whom there was no record preserved, yet was
1t, nevertheless, the fact, for he had called them as the shepherd calleth his own sheep
by name and leadeth them out. Indeed, in all of us who shall at any time perceive
Christ's glory, it must be because he has called us unto this special privilege as the
result of his election of us thereunto.

These who beheld his glory were also an illuminated people ; for Christ’s glory was
not manifest unto the rest of mankind. None of the princes of this world knew hirn,
'The priests who had studied the law could not discover himn ; the members of the San-
hedrim, who were under some expectation of his advent, could not perceive him. In
viin the star in the east; in vain the miraculous appearance of angels to the shep-
herds ; the blind generation would not perceive him. In vain the opening of blind eyes
and the preaching of the gospel to the poor; in vain the raising of the dead ; in vain
all those innumerable signs and wonders ; they could not perceive his glory ; but of
those who did perceive it it may be said, as of Simon Barjonas, ‘‘ Blessed art thou,
for flesh and blood hath not revealed this unto thee.”

We may say, then, of those who beheld his glory, the favoured people, that they were
chosen of sovereign grace, that they were called effectually by the boly Spirit, and
that they were anointed by the same divine person. And to this day, brethren, it is the
same. None believe in Christ but those who are his sheep ; no man cometh unto him
except the Father who hath sent him draws them, and none ever perceive him but
those whose eyes are opened by his own healing fingers. Let the question be passed
round among us—Do I perceive his glory ¢ Have I seen something of the splendour
of God in the humble man of Nazareth? Have I learned to magnify him in my soul,
and have I desired to glorify him in my life, as my God, my life, my love, my all in
all, though once despised and rejected of men? If so, beloved —if we can say this from
ouwr heart, we are favoured indeed, and especially favoured if we remember how many
there are who have never obtained this grace. Not many great men after the flesh
see any glory in Christ; they find their glory in the clash of arms and in garments
rolled 1n blood, but not in him who is meek and lowly of heart, who gives rest to
weary souls. Not many wise men have seen any glory in Christ ; they find glory in

philosophy ; they can see glory in nature, but not in him who is nobler than God’s
creation, Inasmuch as he is the only perfect one among the sons of men. They say they

see something of glory in providence, and yet fail to percelve gnything wonderful in
grace. Nt many wise men are called. Oh! let us be astonished at the sovereignty of
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