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““ Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen.”—Rom. xv. 33.

PauL once advised the Romans to strive, Three verses before our text he actually
vives them an exhortation to strive, and yet he here utters a prayer that the God
of peace might be with them all. Lest you should think him to be a man of strife,
you must read the verse. He says: “ Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord
Jesus Christ’s sake, and for the love of the spirit, that ye strive together with me
in your prayers to God for me.” That is a holy strife, and such a strife as that we
wish always to see in the church, a strife in prayer, a surrounding the throne
together, besieging God’s mercy seat, a crying out before God, until it actually
amounts to a striving together in our prayers. There is also another. kind of
striving which is allowed in the church, and that is striving earnestly after the best
gifts: a sweet contention which of us shall excel all others in love, in duty, and in
faith. May God send us more strife of that kind in our churches, a strife in prayer,
a strife in duty. And when we have mentioned these strifes we find them of so
peaceable a kind that we come back to the benediction of our text: ¢ Now the God
of peace be with you all. Amen.” Without any preface, we shall consider, first,
the title—*the God of peace;” and secondly, the benediction—*the God of peace be
with you all. Amen.” |

I. First of all, the title. Mars amongst the heathens was called the god of war;
Janus was worshipped in periods of strife and bloodshed; but our God Jehovah
styles himself not the God of war, but the God of peace. Although he permits wars
in this world, sometimes for necessary and useful purposes; although he superintends
them, and has even styled himself the Lord, mighty in battle, yet his holy mind
abhors bloodshed and strife; his gracious spirit loves not to see men slaughtering
one another; he is emphatically, solely, and entirely, and without reserve, “the God
of peace.” Peace is his delight; “ peace on earth and goodwill towards men.” Peace
in heaven (for that purpose he expelled the angels): peace throughout his entire
universe, is his highest wish and his greatest delight.

If you consider God in the trinity of his persons for a few moments, you will see
that in each—Father, Son, and Holy Ghost—the title is apt and correct, “the God
of peace.,” There is God the everlasting Father ; he is the God of peace, for he from
11 eternity planned the great covenant of peace, whereby he might bring rebels
nigh unto him, and make strangers and foreigners fellow-heirs with the saints, and
joint-heirs with his Son Christ Jesus. He is the God of peace, for he justifies, and
thercby implants peace in the soul; he accepted Christ, and, as the God of peace, he
brought him again from the dead; and he ordained peace, peace eternal with his chil-
dren, through the blood of the everlasting covenant; he is the God of peace. So is
Jesus Christ, the second person,the God of peace; for “he is our peace who hath
made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us.”
Iic makes peace between God and man. His blood sprinkled on the fiery wrath of
fi od turned it to love; or rather that which must have broken forth in wrath, though
1t was love for ever, was allowed to display itself in loving-kindness through the won-
drons mediatorship of Jesus Christ. And he is the God of peace because he makes

No. 49.



THLE GOD OF PEACE

peace in the conscience and in the lieart. When he says, “Come unto me all yc that
arc heavy laden,” he gives “rest,” and with that rest he gives “the peace of God
which passeth all understanding,” which keeps our heart and mind. He is moreover
the God of peace in the Church, for wherever Jesus Christ dwells, he creates a holy
peace. As in the case of Aaron of old, the ointment poured upon the head of Christ
trickles down to the very skirts of his garments, and thereby he gives peace,—peace
by the fruit of the lips, and peace by the fruit of the heart, unto all them that love
Jesus Christ in sincerity. So is the Holy Ghost the God of peace. He of old brought
peace, when chaotic matter was in confusion, by the brooding of his wings: he caused
order to appear where once there was nothing but darkness and chaos. So in
dark chaotic souls he is the God of peace. When winds from the mountains of Sinai,
and gusts from the pit of hell sweep across the distressed soul; when, wandering
about for rest, our soul fainteth within us, he speaks peace to our troubles, and gives
rest to our spirits. When by earthly cares we are tossed about, like the sea-bird, up
and down, up and down, from the base of the wave to the billows’ crown, he says,
“ Peace be still.” He it is who on the Sabbath-day brings his people into a state of

serenity, and bids them enjoy

“ That holy calm, that sweet repose,
Which none but he that feels it knows.”

And he shall be the God of peace when at life’s latest hour he shall still the current
of Jordan, shall hush all the howlings of the fiends, shall give us peace with God
through Jesus Christ, and land us safe in heaven. Blessed Trinity! however we
consider thee, whether as Father, Son, or Holy Ghost, still is thy name thrice well
deserved, the God of peace, and the God of love.

Let us now enter into the subject, and see wherein God 1s a God of peace. We
remark that he is the God of peace, for he created peace originally. He 1s the God
of peace, for he is the restorer of it; though wars have broken out through sin. He
is the God of peace, because he preserves peace when it is made; and he is the God
of peace because he shall ultimately perfect and consummate peace between all his
creatures and himself. Thus he is the God of peace.

First of all, he is the God of peace because he created nothing but peace. (Go back in
your imagination to the time when the majestic Father stepped from his solitude and
commenced the work of creation. Picture to yourself the moment when he speaks
the word and the first matter is formed. Before that time there had been neither
space, nor time, nor aught existing, save himself. He speaks and it is done; he
commands and it stands fast. Behold him scattering from his mighty hands, stars,
as numerous as the sparks from an anvil. Witness how by his word worlds are
fashioned, and ponderous orbs roll through that immensity which first of all he had
decreed to be their dwelling place. Lift up now your eyes and behold these great
things which he has created already, let the wings of your fancy carry you through
the immensity of space and the vast profound, and see if you can discover anywhere
the least sign or trace of war. Go through it from the north even to the south, from
the east even unto the west, and mark well if ye can discover one sign of discord;
whether there is not one universal harmony, whether everything is not lovely, pure,
and of good report. See if in the great harp of nature, there is one string which when
touched by its Maker’s finger giveth forth discord; see if the pipes of this great
organ God has made do not all play harmoniously; mark ye well, and note 1t. Are
there bulwarks formed for war? Are there spears and swords? Are there clarions
and trumpets? Hath God created any material with which to destroy his creatures
and desolate his realms? Nos; everything is peaceable above, beneath, and all around;
all is peace, there is nothing else but calm and quietness. Mark when he makes the
angels. He speaks—winged seraphs fly abroad, and cherubs flash through the air
on wings of fire. He speaks, and multitudes of angels in their various hierarchies
are brought forth, while Jesus Christ as a mighty Prince of angels is decreed to
be their head. Is there now in any one of those angels one sign of sorrow? When
God made them did he make one of them to be his enemy? Did he fashion one of
them with the least implacability or ill-will within his bosom? Ask the shining
cohorts, and they tell you, “ We were not made for war, but for peace. He has not
fashioned us spirits of battle, but spirits of love, and joy, and quictness.” And if
tiiey sinned, he made them not to sin,  They did so; they brought woe into the worl.d
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