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“ The T.ord hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the carth
shall sce the salvation of our God.”—Isaiah lii, 10.

WinEN the heroes of old prepared for the fight they put on their armour; but
when God prepares for battle he makes bare his arm. Man has to look two ways
—to his own defence, as well as to the offence of his enemy; God hath but one
direction in which to cast his eye—the overthrow of his foeman; and he dis-
regards all measures of defence, and scorns all armour. He makes bare his arm
in the sight of all the people. When men would do their work in earnest, too,
they sometimes strip themselves, like that warrior of old, who, when he went to
battle with the Turks, would never fight them except with the bare arm. ¢ Such
things as they,” said he, *“1 need not fear; they have more reason to fear my bare
arm than I their scimitar.,” Men feel that they are prepared for a work when
they have cast away their cumbrous garments. And so the prophet represents
the Lord as laying aside for awhile the garments of his dignity, and making bare
his arm, that he may do his work in earnest, and accomplish his purpose for the
establishment of his church.

Now, leaving the figure, which 1s a very great one, I would remind you that its
meaning is fully carried out, whenever (ol is pleased to send a great revival of reli-
gion. My heart is glad within me this day, for I am the bearer of good tidings. My
soul has been made exceedingly full ot happiness, by the tidings of a great revival of
religion throughout the United States. Some hundred years, or more, ago, it pleased
the Lord to send one of the most marvellous religious awakenings that was ever
known; the whole of the United States seemed shaken from end to end with
enthusiasm for hearing the Word of God; and now, after the lapse of a century,
the like has occurred again. The monetary pressure has at length departed; but
it has left behind it the wreck of many mighty fortunes. Many men, who were
once princes, have now become beggars, and in America, more than in England, men
have learned the instability of all human things. The minds of men, thus weaned
from the earth by terrible and unexpected panic, seem prepared to receive tidings
from a better land, and to turn their exertions in a heavenly direction. You will
be told by any one who is conversant with the present state of America, that wherever
you go there are the most remarkable signs that religion is progressing with majestic
strides, The great revival, as it is now called, has become the common market
talk of merchants; it is the theme of every newspaper; even the secular press
remark it, for it has become 8o astonishing that all ranks and classes of men seem
to have been affected by it. Apparently without any cause whatever, fear has taken
hold of the hearts of men; a thrill seems to be shot through every breast at once; and
1t 18 affirmed by men of good repute, that there are, at this time, towns in New Eng-
land where you could not, even if you searched, find one solitary unconverted person.
Somarvellous—I had almost said, so miraculous—has been the sudden and instantane-
ous spread of religion throughout the great empire, that it is scarcely possible forus to
belleve‘the half of it, even though it should be told us. Now, as you are aware, I have
et all times been peculiarly jealous and suspicious of revivals. Whenever I see a man
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THE GREAT REVIVAL,

who is called a revivalist, [ always set him down for a cipher. I would scorn the taking
of such a title as that to myself. If God pleases to make use of a man for the promoting
of a revival, well and good; but for any man to assume the title and office of a revi-
valist, and go about the country, believing that wherever fe goes he is the vessel of
mercy appointed to convey a revival of religion, is, I think, an assumption far too
arrogant for any man who has the slightest degree of modesty. And again, there
are a large number of revivals, which occur every now and then in our towns, and
sometimes in our city, which I believe to be spurious and worthless. I have heard
of the people crowding in the morning, the afternoon, and the evening, to hear some
noted revivalist, and under his preaching some have screamed, have shrieked, have
fallen down on the floor, have rolled themselves in convulsions, and afterwards, when
he has set a form for penitents, employing one or two decoy ducks to run out from
the rest and make a confession of sin, hundreds have come forward, impressed by
that one sermon, and declared that they were, there and then, turned from the
error of their wayvs; and it was only last week I saw a record of a certain place,
In our own country, giving an account, that on such a day, under the preach-
ing of the Rev. Mr. So-and-so, seventeen persons were thoroughly sanctified,
twenty-eight were convinced of sin, and twenty-nine received the blessing of justifi-
cation. Then comes the next day, so many more; the following day, so many more;
and afterwards they are all cast up together, making a grand total of some hun-
dreds, who have been blessed during three services, under the ministry of Mr.
So-and-so. All that I call farce! There may be something very good in it; but
the outside looks to me to be so rotten, that I should scarcely trust myself to think
that the good within comes to any very great amount. When people go to work
to calculate so exactly by arithmetic, it always strikes me they have mistaken what
they are at. We may easily say that so many were added to the church on a
certain occasion, but to take a separate census of the convinced, the justified, and
the sanctified, is absurd. You will, therefore, be surprised at finding me speaking
of revival; but you will, perhaps, not be quite so surprised when 1 endeavour to
explain what I mean by an earnest and intense desire, which I feel in my heart,
that God would be pleased to send throughout this country a revival like that
which has just commenced in America, and which, we trust, will long continue
there,

I should endeavour to mark, in the first place, the cause of every revival of true
religion ; secondly, the consequences of such revival; then, thirdly, I shall give a caution
or two, that we make not mistakes in this matter, and concetve that to be God’s
work which is only man’s; and then I shall conclude by making an exhortation to
all my brethren in the faith of Christ, to labour and pray for a revival of religion
in the midst of our churches.

I. First, then, THE CAUSE OF A TRUE REVIVAL, The mere worldly man does not
understand a revival: he cannot make it out. Why is it, that a sudden fit of god-
liness, as he would call it, a kind of sacred epidemic, should seize upon a mass of
people all at once? What can be the cause of it? It frequently occurs in the
absence of all great evangelists; it cannot be traced to any particular means. There
have been no special agencies used in order to bring it about—no machinery sup-
plied, no societies established; and yet it has come, just like a heavenly hurricane,
sweeping evervthing before it. It has rushed across the land, and of 1t men have
said, “ The wind bloweth where it listeth; we hear the sound thereof, but we cannot
tell whence it cometh or whither it goeth.” What is then, the cause? Our answer
is, If a revival be true and real, it is caused by the Holy Spirit, and by him alone.
When Peter stood up on the day of Pentecost, and preached that memorable sermon
by which three thousand persons were converted, can we attribute the remarkable
success of his ministry to anything else but the ministry of the Holy Spirit? I read
the notes of Peter’s discourse; it was certainly very simple; it was a plain narra-
tion of facts; it was certainly very bold, very cutting, and pointed, and personal,
for he did not blush to tell them that they had put to death the Lord of life and
glory, and were guilty of his blood; but on the mere surface of the thing, I should
be apt to say that I had read many a sermon far more likely to be effective than
Peter’s; and I believe there have becen many preachers who have lived, whose ser-
mous when read would have been far more notable and fur more regarded, at least
by the critic, than the sermon of Peter. It seemus to have been exceedingly simple
and suitable, and extremely earnest, but none of these things are so eminently
remarkable as to be the cause of such extraordinary success.
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