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¢¢ Ascribe ye greatness unto our God.”—Deuteronomy xxxii. 8,

Our God is one God. He is none other than the infinite Jehovah, who of old
spake unto his people, and revealed himself by that marvellous incommunicable
name—the name Jehovah! And yet though he is one God, we are taught in Scripture
that he is one God in three most glorious persons. While we rightly believe in the
unity of the Godhead, and are so far Unitarians, we believe there are three persons
in one God, and thus we are Trinitarian Unitarians, We believe that the Father
is God, and we ascribe unto him greatness, for we believe that he made the world
and settled the pillars thereof; that he fashioned the universe, and that he moves
the starry orbs through space. We look up to the wondrous depths of shoreless
nignt, and we see the starry fleet sailing along, and we believe that God is their
captain. We look further still, and as by the aid of science we discover the void
illmitable, we believe that God dwells there, and is the infinite Creator and
preserver of all things that exist and subsist. We ascribe greatness unto him, the
Creator and the Protector of the world. We equally believe that Jesus Christ,
who was one incarnate in the flesh, is very God of very God. We conceive the
work of our redemption to be as divine a work as that of creation. We consider
that the miracles he did partly furnish us with the abundant proofs thit he must
hiave been none other than God. We behold him rising by his own might from the
tomb. We see him standiog at the right hand of God, making intercession for us. We
expect with joy his second coming, Withal we look forward to the day of judgment,
wherein he shall hold the great Assize of nations. And for these reasons, believing
him to be God, we ascribe greatness unto Jesus Christ the surety of the better cove-
nant. And as for the Holy Spirit, believing that the work of conversion is as great as
even that of redemption, or creation, we believe him to be the everlasting God. We
see him so described in Scripture that we dare not speak of him as an influence, as a
new emanation from the Deity; but we conceive him to be a Person as very God
of very God, as is the Father, so is the Son. We solemnly subscribe to the creed
of St. Athanasius, that thougn there are not three Gods, but one God, yet there
are three persons in the glorious Trinity in unity of the everlasting Jehovah, uato
whom belong the shouts of the universe, the songs of angels, and the ascription of
our united praise. Our God, then, is to be understood as Father, Son, Holy Ghost!
one God whom we adore;—and the words of Moses apply to the God of Christians
as well as to the God of Jews:— Ascribe ye greatness unto our God.”

T shall use the text, first, as a caution ; secondly, ac a corsrsand. I shall be byt
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brief upon each particular, for wy sivengti I izel may speedily fzil me, but
I trust in God to make some impressions on our hearts.

1. First, then, I shall use it A8 A cauTION

Inasmuch as Moses has said, “ Ascribe ye greatness urnto our God,” we believe
that he intended thereby to hint to us that we ought to ascribe greatness to none
else. If greatness is to be ascribed to God, then noneof God's creatures may
in the least share the honour of that mighty attribute of greatness. Now as
there are many who violate this truth and need this caution, they must allow me,
if any of them be here, to caution them. )

First, then, the man who trusts his salvation in the least degree to priests or
pope, or any dignitary of any Church, violates this great command:—* Ascribe ye
greatness unto our God.” If I bow my knee before a saint, if [ worship a created
being, if I seek the intercession of any save the one person who is ordained to
be the Mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus, I do in that degree
derogate trom the greatness of God. Somethinknot. They suppose that by using
some influence with the Virgin Mary, or with the saiats, these may be induced also
to plead with God. Nay, they consider it to be honourable to employ some
ambassador, seeing they conceive themselves to be unworthy to go to God with
their own suit, and do not think Christ to be an all-sufficient Mediator to go
for them. Now to such we reply that however humble they may think it on their
part, however they may really and honestly suppose that they are magnifying
God himself, it becomes them to know this, that they are not doing homage to his
greatness, In supposing that a saint is more merciful than God, [ derogate
from God’s mercy. In imagining that a saint shall have more inflnence with
God than his own Son, I suppose that his heart is not tender enough to be
open to my cry, without the use of influence, which is to say the very least of
it, throwing some slur on the infinity of his mercy, and detracting in no small
degree from the benignity of his grace. God hath one M:diator, because man
needed it, He hath no more mediators, because neither God nor man requires
any. Christ is all-sufficient. You do need a mediator between yourselves and
God, but you need none between yourselves and Christ. You may go to Christ
just as you are, with all your filthiness, with all your sins, for he came to save you
from what you now are, and to make you a people for himself who should show
forth his praise. Detract not then from the glory of his grace, by bowing down
before others and asking them to intercede for you. I remember a singular
anecdote which sets out very clearly the absurdity of the intercession of the saints.
Some of you may have heard it before, but as many of you may not, I will tell it
you again. A good English farmer had a landlord who resided in Ireland. On a
sudden the bailiff raised his rent so. tremeadously, that the poor farmer could by
no means pay his way, and was getting entirely ruined. He therefore applied to
the. bailiff to have the rent taken down to a fair average. After applying scores
of times ke got no answer, and he was very near destruction. He applied to other
persons whom he supposed to have influence with his landlord; but he made no
way at all, and was as ill-treated as before. So doing what he had quite a right
to do, he just goes over to Ireland, and calls to see his lordship of whom he had
taken the farm. He was shown in to him, and expleined that he had taken the
farm at a rent which he held to be fair to himself and to his landlord, and that
then he had made a living, but that on a sudden the bailiff unaccountably raised
the rent, so that he was nearly ruined. “My good friend,” said the landlord, “ why
did you not come before? I don’t wish that any mae should be ruined through
me. Let the rent be taken down to anything you think fair.” “But,” said the
man, “I spoke to your bailiff, I did not dare to come to speak to a gentleman, like
you.” “Oh,” said he, “farmer, you are very welcome.,” But before the farmar
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left. he took him to see a chapel whera there were all sorts of pictures. The farmor
was rather startled, and asked to know what thov meant. “* Why,” said the land-
lord, *these are the priests and these are the saints; I put up mv prayers to
them, and then they intercede with Jesus Christ in my behalt.” The farmer
laughed. The landlord asked him why and wherefore, Said he, “I was thinking
it would be a pretty bit of business; it would be doing very much the same as I
did; I went round to your bailiff, and to your friends, and I never got any redress
till I came to yourself, sir. So you may go round to all these very fine ladies and
gentlemen you call saints, and I believe you will never get much from them, till
you go to the Lord himself and present your petition direct to him, but if you do,
I believe you will have a very good chance of success.” This was a singular
British-like mode of illustration, but it was sufficient I think to put aside the idea
ot going to saints in order to intercede with God. The fact of worshipping
saints, of trusting my salvation in the hands of men, and thinking that any person
can forgive my sins, is to my soul abhorrent beyond abhorrence, and hideous beyond
horror. We should * ascribe greatness to our God;”—to him, and himn alone.

Very possibly, however, what I have said of that matter will be agreea to by all
of you, aud the arrow will fly into other breasts than yours. Allow me, therefore, to
make the remark that in Protestant countries there is a very strong tendencv to
priesteraft still. Though we do not bow down and worship images, and do not pro-
fessedly put our souls into the hands of priests, yet, I am sorry to say it, there 1s
scarce a congregation that is free from that error of ascribing greatness to their
ninister. If souls are converted, how very prone we are to think there is
something marvellous in the man; and if saints are fed and satisfied with marrow
and fatness, how prone we are to suppose that the preacher has something about
him by which these wondrous things are done; and if a revival takes place in any
part of the vineyard, it matters not in what denomination, there is an aptness in
the human mind to ascribe some part of the glory and the praise to the mere
human agency. Oh, beloved, I am sure every right-minded minister will scorn the
thought. We are but your servants for Christ’s sake, We speak to you, as God
helps us, what we believe to be God’s truth; but ascribe not to us any honour or
any glory. If by aught a soul is saved, God from first to last has done it. If your
souls are fed, thank the Master; be respectful and grateful to the servant as you
will be, but most of all thank him who puts the word into the mouths of his
servants, and who applies it to your heart. * Oh, down with priestcraft!” even I
myself must down with it. “Down with 1t!” Icry. If 1 myself like Samson fall
beneath its roof, let me fall myself and be crushed, well content in having pulled
down or contributed to remove one solitary brick in that colossal house ot Satan.
Take care, friends, that you put no honour upon any man that you ougﬁt; to have
ascribed unto his sovereign. “ Ascribe ye greatness unto our God.”

T.here is, 0o, in our land of freedom somewhat of a tendency to ascribe greatness
to kings and mighty men, We are most of us professedly democrats; we generally
talk democratically when we get together; but there is not an Englishman that 1s
much of a democrat after all. When we get by a noble lord, how we do look up to
him, as if he were some angel come down from on high. How we defer to the man
who bears a title, and whatever he might state we should have scarcely the
h?nesty to te.ll him the truth, because he added, “ Duke,” or *Lord,” to his name.
Why, my friends, in this world we seldom judge men as to character; we judge

.them as to rank. The poor and honest man shall go through the streets—~will
ye crowd to see him? A man shall wear a crown who is a perjurer— and will
ye not rush out and clap your hands at him? Ye judge according to rank, and
not a.c.cording to character. Would God we all knew how to judge men, not
&coording to the sight of our eyes, or the hearing of our ears, but according to the
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