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“Howbéit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he wili guide you into all truth: for he shall not
speak of himself: but whatsoever ke shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to

come.”"—dJobn xvi. 13.
Ta1s generation hath gradunally, and almost imperceptibly, become to a great extent a

godless generation. One of the diseases of the present generation of mankind, is thetr
secret but deep-seated godlessness, by which they have so far departed from the know-
ledge of God. Science has discovered to us second causes; and hence, many have too
much forgotten the first Great Cause, the Author of all: they have been able so far
to pry into secrets, that the great axiom of the existence of a God, has been too much
neglected. Even among professing Christians, while there is a great amount of
religion, there is too little godliness: there is much external formalism, but too little
inward acknowledgment of God, too little living on God, living with God, and relying
upon God. Hence arises the sad fact, that when you enter many of our places of
worship you will certainly hear the name of God mentioned; but except in the
benediction, you would scracely know there was a Trinity. In many places dedicated
to Jehovah the name of Jesus is too often kept in the background; the Holy Spirit
is almost entirely neglected; and very little is said concerning his sacred influence.
Even religious men have become to a large degree godless in this age. We sadly
require more preaching regarding God; more preaching of those things which look
not so much at the creature to be saved, as at God the Great One to be extolled.
My firm conviction is, that in proportion as we have more regard for the sacred
godhead, the wondrous Trinity in Unity, shall we see a greater display of God’s
power, and a more glorious manifestation of his might in our churches. May God
send us a Christ-exalting, Spirit-loving ministry—men who shall proclaim God the
Holy Ghost in all his offices, and shall extol God the Saviour as the author and
finisher of our faith; not neglecting that Great God, the Father of his people, who,
before all worlds, elected us in Christ his Son, justified us through his righteousness,
and will inevitably preserve us and gather us together in one, in the consummation

of all things at the last great day.
Our text has regard to God the Holy Spirit; of Him we shall speak and Him

only, if His sweet influence shall rest upon us.

The disciples had been instructed by Christ concerning certain elementary
doctrines, but Jesus did not teach his disciples more than what we should call the
A B C of religion. He gives his reasons for this in the 12th verse: “1 have yet
many things to say unto you, but you cannot bear them now.” His disciples were
not possessors of the Spirit. They had the Spirit so far as the work of conversion
was concerned, but not as to the matters of bright illumination, profound instruction,
prophecy, and inspiration. He says, “1 am now about to depart, and when I go
from you I will send the Comforter unto you. Ye cannot bear these things now,
howbeit, when he, the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into all truth.”
The same promise that he made to his apostles, stands good to all kis children; and
in reviewing it, we shall take it as our portion and heritage, and shall not consider
ourselves intruders upon the manor of the apostles, or upon their exclusive rights
and prerogatives; for we conceive that Jesus says even to us, “ When he, the Spirit
¢f truth is come, he will guide you into all truth.”

Dwelling exclusively upon our text, we have five things. First of all, here 1s an
al‘ainment mentioned—a knowledge of all truth; secondly, here is a difficulty suggested—
wiich is, that we need guidance into all truth; thirdly, here is a person provided—
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4when he, the Bpirit shall come, he shall guide you into all truth;” fourthly, here
is a manner hinted at—* he shall guide you into all truth;” fifthly here is a sign given
as to the working of the Spirit—we may know whether he works, by his “ guiding us
into all truth,”—into all of one thing; not truths, but fruth.

I. Here is AN ATTAINMENT MENTIONED, which 1s a knowledge of all truth. We
know that some conceive doctrinal knowledge to be of very little importance, and
of no practical use. We do not think so. We believe the science of Christ crucified
and a judgment of the teachings of Scripture to be exceedingly valuable; we think
it is right, that the Christian ministry should not only be arousing but instructing;
not merely awakening, but enlightening: that it should appeal not only to the
passions but to the understanding. We are far from thinking doctrinal knowledge
to be of secondary importance; we believe it to be one of the first things in the
Christian life, to know the truth, and then to practise it. We scarcely need this
morning tell you how desirable it is for us to be well taught in things of the kingdom

First ot all, nature itself, (when it has been sanctified by grace,) gives us a strong
desire te hknow all truth. The natural man separateth himself and intermeddleth with
all knowledge. (God has put an instinct in him by whbich he is rendered unsatisfied
if he cannot probe mystery to its bottom; he can never be content until he can
unriddle secrets. What we call curiosity is something given us of God impelling us
to search into the knowledge of natural things; that curiosity, sanctified by the
Spirit, is also brought to bear in matters of heavenly science and celestial wisdom.
“ Bless the Lord,” said David, “ O my soul, and all that is within me bless his holy
name!” If there is a curiosity within us, it ought to be employed and developed in
a search after truth. *All that is within me,” sanctified by the Spirit should be
developed. And, verily, the Christian man feels an intense longing to bury his
ignorance and receive wisdom. If he, when in his natural estate panted for ter-
restrial knowledge, how much more ardent is the wish to unravel, if possible, the
sacred mysteries of God’s Word! A true Christian 1s always intently reading and
scarching the Scripture that he may be able to certify himself as to its main and
cardinal truths. I do not think much of that man who does not wish to understand
doctrines: I cannot conceive him to be in a right position when he thinks it 1s no
matter whether he believes a lie or truth, whether he is heretic or orthodox, whether
he received the Word of God as it is written, or as it is diluted and misconstrued by
man. God’s Word will ever be to a Christian a source of great anxiety; a sacred
instinct within will lead him to pry into it; he will seek to understand 1t. Oh!
there are some who forget this, men who purposely abstain from mentioning what
are called high doctrines, because they think if they should mention high doctrines
they would be dangerous; so they keep them back, Foolish men! they do not know
anything of human nature; for if they did understand a grain’s worth of humanity,
they would know that the hiding of tnese things i1mpels men to search them out.
From the fact that they do not mention them, they drive men to places where these,
and these only, are preached. They say, “If I preach election, and predestination,
and these dark things, people will all go straight away, and become Antinomians.”
I am not so sure if they were to be called Antinomians it would hurt them much;
but hear me, oh, ye ministers that conceal these truths, that is the way to make them
Antinomians, by silencing these doctrines. Curiosity is strong; if you tell them
they must not pluck the truth, they will be sure to do it; but if you give it to them
as you find it in God’s Word, they will not seek to “wrest” it. Enlightened men w:/
have the truth; and if they see election in Scripture they will say, “:t is there, and I
will find it out. If I cannot get it in one place, I will get it in another.” The true
Christian has an inward longing and anxiety after it; he is hungry and thirsty after
the word of righteousness, and he must and will feed on this bread of heaven, or at
all hazards he will leave the husks which unsound divines would offer him.
~ Not only is this attainment to be desired because nature teaches us so, but a know-
ledge of all truth is very essential for our comfort. 1 do believe that many persons
have been distressed half their lives from the fact that they had not clear views of
truth, Many poor souls, for instance, under conviction, abide three or four times as
long in sorrow of mind as they would require to do if they had some one to instruct
them in the great matter of justification. So there are believers who are often trou-
bling themselves about falling away; but if they knew in their soul the great conso-
lation that we are kept by the grace of God through faith unto salvation, they would
be no more troubled about it.  So have I found some distressed about the unpardon-
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