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ON BEHALF OF THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in
earth ; go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”—Matthew xxvui, 18, 19,

WHILE I was meditating in private upon this text I felt myself carried away by its
rower. I was quite unable calmly to consider its terms, or to investigate its argument.

he command with which the text concludes repeated itself again, and again, and
again in my ears. till I found it impossible to study, for my thoughts were running
hither and thither, asking & thousand questions, all of them intended to help me in
answering for myself the solemn enquiry, ‘“ How am 7 to go and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ?”
The practical lesson seemed to me to overwhelm in my mind the argument of which
that lesson is but a conclusion, ““Go ye and teach all nations.” My ears seemed to
hear it as if Christ were then speaking it fo me. I could realize his presence by my
side. I thought I could see him Iift his pierced hand, and hear him speak, as he was
wont to speak, with authority, blended with meekness, ‘‘ Go ye and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the All-glorious God.” Oh! I would that the Church
could hear the Saviour addressing these words to her now; for the words of Christ
are living words, not having power in them yesterday alene, but to-day also. The
injunctions of the Saviour are perpetual in their obligation ; they were not binding
upun apostles merely, but upon s also, and upon every Christian does this yoke fall,
““Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,” We are not exempt to-day from the service
of the first followers of the Lamb ; our marching orders are the same as theirs, and our
Captain requires from us obedience as prompt and perfect as from them. Oh that his
message may not fall upon deaf ears, or be heard by stolid souls !

Brethren, the heathen are perishing ; shall we let them perish? His name is blas-
phemed ; shall we be quiet and still? The honour of Christ is cast into the dust, and
his foes revile his person and resist his throne ; shall we his soldiers suffer this, and not
find our hands feeling for the hilt of our sword, the sword of the Spirit, which is the
Word of God? Our Lord delayeth his coming ; shall we begin to sleep, or to eat, or
to be drunken? Shall we not rather gird up the loins of our mind, and cry unto him,
““Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly #’ The scoffing sceptics of these last days have said
that the anticipated conquest of the world for Christ is but a dream, or an ambitious
thought, which crossed our leader’s mind, but which never is to be accomplished. Tt
18 asserted by some that the superstitions of the heathen are too strong to be battered
down by our teachings, and that the strongholds of Satan are utterly impregnable
against our attacks, Shall it be so? Shall we be content foolishly to sit still? Nay,
rather let us work out the problem ; let us prove the promise of God to be true; let
us prove the words of Jesus to be words of soberness; let us show the efficacy of his
blood and the invincibility of his Spirit, by going in the spirit of faith, teaching all
nations, and winning them to the obedience of Christ our Lord,
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I do not know how to begin to preach this morning, but still it seems to me, stand-
ing here, as if 1 heard that voice saying, ¢ Go thou, therefore, and teach all nations ;"
and my soul sometimes pants and longs for the liberty to preach Christ where he was
never preached before; not to build upon another man's foundation, but to go to some
untrodden land, some waste where the foot of Christ’s minister was never seen, that
there ‘‘the »-litary place might be glad for us, and the wilderness rejoice and blossom
as the rose.” I have made it a solemn question whether I might not testify in China
or India the grace of Jesus, and in the sight of God I have-aBswered it. I solemnly
feel that my position in England will not pernit my leaving the sphere in which T now
am, or else to-morrow 1 would offer myself as a missionary. Oh, do none of you hear
the call this morning? You that are free from so great a work as that which is cast
upon me—you that have talents as yet undevoted to any special end, and powers of
being as yet unconsecrated to any given purpose, and unconfined to any one sphere ;
do you not hear my Master saying, in tones of plaintive surrow, blended with an
authority which is not to be denied, ““Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost * Oh that
I could preach like Peter the Hermit—a better crusade than he! Oh that there were
might in some human lip to move the thousands of our Israel to advance at once,
unanimously and irresistibly to the world’s conquest, like one tremendous tide rising
from the depths of the ocean, to sweep over the sands, the barren sands which are now
given up to desolation and death! Oh that once again the voice of thunder could be
heard, and the lightning spirit could penetrate each heart, that as one man the entire
Church might take the marching orders of her Lord, and go teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of Israel's God! O Lord, if we fail to speak, fail not thou to speak ;
and if we know not how to bear thy burden, cr express thine awful thoughts, yet speak
thou with that all-constraining silent voice which well-trained ears can hear, and make
thy servants obedient to thee now, for Christ’s sake!

‘¢ Awake, thou Spirit, who of old
Didst fire the watchman of the Church’s youth,
Who faced the foe, unshrinking, bold,
Who witness’d day and night the eternal truth,
‘Whose voices through the world are ringing still,
And bringing hosts to know and do thy will !

Oh that thy fire were kindled soon,
That swift from land to land its flame might leap!
Lord, give us but this priceless boon
Of faithful servants, fit for thee to reap
The harvest of the soul ; look down and view
How great the harvest, yet the labourers few.

Oh haste to help ere we are lost!
Send forth evangelists, in spirit strong,
Arm’d with thy Word, a dauntless host,
Bold to attack the rule of ancient wrong ;
And let them all the earth for thee reclaim,
To be thy kingdom, and to know thy name.”

This morning we shall first dwell a little while upon the command; and then,
secondly, we shall enlarge upon the argument. There is an argument, as you will
perceive, “Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations.”

I. First, my brethren, and very briefly indeed, a few things about the COMMAND.

And we must remark, first, what a singularly loving one it is. Imagine Mahomet
on his dying bed saying to his disciples, ‘“ All power is given unto me in heaven and in
earth ;* what would be his command ? ¢Go ye, therefore, with sharp scimitars, and
propound faith in the prophet, or death as the dread alternative ; avenge me of the
men who threw stones at the prophet ; make their houses a dunghill, and cut then} in
pieces, for vengeance is mine, and God's prophet must be avenged of his enemies.”
But Christ, though far more despised and persecuted of men, and having a real power
which that pretended prophet never had, says to his disciples, as he is about to ascend
%o heaven, ““ All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth ; go ye, therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost.” It is the voice of love, not of wrath. *‘Go and teach them the
power of my blood to cleanse, the willingness of my arms to embrace, the yearning of
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my heart to save! Go “ind each them. Teach them no more to despise me, no mors
to think my Father an angry and implacable Deity. Teach them to ‘bow the knee,
and kiss the Son,” and find peace for all their troubles, and a balm for all their
woes in me. Go ye; speak as I have spoken ; weep as I have wept ; invite as I have
invited ; exhort, entreat, beseech and pray, as I have done before you. Tell them to come
unto me, if they be weary and heavy laden, and I will give them rest ; and say unto
them, ‘I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, but had rather that he should
turn unto me and live.’” What a generous and gracious command is that of the text,
““Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”

Note, too, how exceedingly plain is the command, “Go ye, teach ali nations.” The
Romish Church has misunderstood this. She says, ““Go ye, mystify all nations ; sound
in their ears a language once living, but now dead ; take to them the Latin tongue,
and let that be sounded with all the harmony of sweet music, and they will be converted ;
erect the sumptuous altar ; clothe the priest in mystic garments ; celebrate mysterious
rites, and make the heathen wonder ; dazzle them with splendour; amaze them with
naystery.” But, “ Nay,” says Christ, “nay, go ye and teach.” Why, it is the mother’s
work with her child ; it is the tutor's work with the boy and with the girl—*go ye,
and teach.” How simple! Illustrate; explain; expound; tell; inform; narrate.
Take from them the darkness of ignorance; reveal to them the light of revelation.
Teach! Be content to sit down, and tell them the very plainest and most common
things. It is not your eloquence that shall convert them; it is not your gaudy
language or your polished periods that shall sway their intellects. Go and teach them.
Teach them! Why, my hearer, I say again, this is a word which has to do with the
rudiments of knowledge. We do not preach to children ; we teach them ; and we are
not so much to preach to nations; that word seems too big and great for the un-
civilized and childish people; go ye, and teach them first the very simplicities of the
cross of Christ.

And note how he puts it next. Who are to be taught? ¢ Go ve and teach all
nations.” The Greek has his philosophers ; teach Aim, he is bat a child ; he is a fool,
though he thinketh himself to be wise. There be polite nations which have a literature
of their own, far larger and more extensive than the literature of the Christian : teach
them nevertheless ; they are to be taught, and unless they are willing to take the
learner’s place, and to become as little children, they can in no wise enter into the
kingdom of heaven. Do not debate and argue with them ; put not yourself with them
upon their level as a combatant concerning certain dogmas ; insist upon it that I have
sent you—sent you to teach the most erudite and profoundly learned ; and when you
shall claim it, I am with you always to back your claim, and men shall be willing to
sit at your feet to be taught the name of Jesus.

I do not know whether all our missionaries have caught the idea of Christ—*Go
ye and teach all nations ;” but many of them have, and these have been honoured with
many conversions. The more fully they have been simple teachers, not philosophers of
the Western philosophy, not eager disputants concerning some English dogma, I say
the more plainly they have gone forth as teachers sent from God to teach the world,
the more successful have they been. ‘Go ye, therefore, and teach.” Some may think,
perhaps, there is less difficulty in teaching the learned than in teaching the uncivilized
and barbarous. There is the same duty to the one as to the other: *““Go and teach.”
‘‘But they brandish the tomahawk.” Teach them, and lie down and sleep in their
hut, and they shall marvel at your fearlessness and spare your life. “But they feed
on the blood of their fellows ; they make a bloody feast about the cauldron in which a
man'’s body is the horrible viand.” Teach them, and they shall empty their war-kettle,
and t.hea; shall bury their swords, and bow before you, and acknowledge King Jesus.
‘“But they are brutalised ; they have scarce a language—a few clicking sounds make
up all that they can say.” Teach them, and they shall speak the language of Canaan,
and sing the songs of heaven. The fact has been proved, brethren, that there are no
nations x.ucapable of being taught, nay, that there are no nations incapable afterwards
of teaching others. The Negro slave has perished under the lash, rather than dis-
honour his Master. The Esquimaux has climbed his barren steeps, and borne his
toil, while he has recollected the burden which Jesus bore. The Hindoo has patiently
wbmitted to the loss of all things, because he loved Christ better than all. Feeble
Malagaw.fty‘ women have been prepared to suffer and to die, and have taken joy-
fully suffering for Christ’s sake. There has been heroism in every land for Christ -
men of every colour and of every race have died for Aim,; upon his altar has bovn
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