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“IWhile Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the Word."”—Acts x. 44,

THE Bible is a book of the Revelation of Ged. The God after whom the heathen
blindly searched, and for whom reason gropes in darkness, is here plainly revealed
to us n the pages of divine authorship, so that he who is willing to understand as
much of rodhead as man can knew, may here learn it if ke be not willingly ignorant
and wilfully obstinate., The doctrine of the Trinity is sgecially taught in Holy
Scripture. The word certainly does mot occur, but the thrée divine persons of the
One God are frequently and constantly mentioned, and Holy Scripture is exceedingly
careful that we should all receive and believe that great truth of the Christian
religion, that the Father is God, that the Son is God, that the Spirit is Ged, and
yet there are not three Gods but one God: though they be each of them very God
of very God, yet three in one and one in three is the Jehovah whom we worship.
You will netice in the works of Creation how carefully the Scriptures assure us
that all the three divine persons took their share. - “In the beginning Jehovah
created the heavens and the earth;” and in another place we are told that God
sald “Let us make man”—not one person, but all three taking counsel with each
other with regard to the making of mankind. We know that the Father hath laid
the foundations and fixed those solid beams of light on which the blue arches of
the sky are sustained; but we know with equal certainty that Jesus Christ, the
eternal Logos, was with the Father in the beginning, and * without him was not
anything made that was made:” moreover we have equal certainty that the Holy
Spirit had a hand in Creation, for we are told that *the earth was without
form and void, and darkness was upon the face of the earth; and the spirit of the
Lord moved upon the face of the waters;” and brooding with his dowe-like wing,
he brought out of the egg of ehaos this mighty thing, the fair round world, We
have the like proof of the three persons in the Godhead in the matter of Salvation.
We know that God the Father gave his Son; we have abundant proof that God tk.,
Fat_:her chose his people from before the foundations of the world, that he did invent
the plan of salvation, and hath always given his free, willing, and joyous consent
to the salvation of his people. With regard to the share that the Son had in
salvation, that is apparent enough to all. For us men and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; he was incarnate in a mortal body; he was crucified,
dead, and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose again from the
dead; he ascended into heaven; he sitteth at the right hand of God, where algg

No. 201.



YHdE OUTPOURIRG OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

he maketh intercession for us. As to the Holy Spirit, we have egually sure
proof that the Spirit of God worketh in conver8ion; for everywherz we are said to
be begotten of the Holy Spirit; continually it is declared, that unless a man be born
again from above, he cannot see the kingdom of God; while all the virtues and the
graces of Christianity are described as being the fruits of the Spirit, because the
Holy Spirit doth from first to last work in us and carry out that which Jesus
Christ hath beforehand worked for us in his great redemption, which also God the
Father hath designed for us in his great predestinating scheme of salvation.

Now, 1t 18 to the work of the Holy Spirit that I shall this morning specially direct
vour attention; and I may as well mention the reason why I do so, It is this. We
have received continually fresh confirmations of the good news from a far country,
which has already made glad the hecarts of many of God’s people. In the United
States of America there is certainly a great awakening. No sane man living there
could think of denying it. There may be something of spurious excitement mixed
up with it, but that good, lasting good, has been accomplished, no rational man
can deny. Two hundred and fifty thousand perscns—that is a quarter of a million
—profess to have been regencerated since December last, have made a profession of
their taith, and have united themselves with different sections of God’s church.
The work still progresses, if anything, at a more rapid rate than before, and that
which makes me believe the work to be genuine is just this—that the enemies of
Christ’s holy gospel are exceedingly wroth at it. When the devil roars at anything,
you may rest assured there is some good in it. The devil is not like some dogs we
know of; he never barks unless there is something to bark at. When Satan
howls, we may rest assured he is afraid his kingdom is in danger. Now this great
work in America has been manifestly caused by the outpouring of the Spirit, for no
one minister has been a leader in it. All the ministers of the gospel have co-ope-
rated in it, but none of them have stood in the van. God himself has been the
leader of his own hosts. It began with a desire for prayer. God’s people began to
pray; the prayer-meetings were better attended than before; it was then proposed
to hold meetings at times that had never been set apart for prayer; these also were
well attended; and now, in the city of Philadelphia, at the hour of noon, every day
in the week, three thousand persons can always be seen assembled together for
prayer in one place. Men of business, in the midst of their toil and labour, find an
opportunity of running in there and offering a word of prayer, and then return to
their occupations. And so, throughout all the States, praver-meetings, larger or
smaller in number, have been convened. And there has been real prayer. Sinners
beyond all count, have risen up in the prayer-meeting, and have requested the
people of God to pray for them; thus making public to the world that they had a
desire after Christ; they have been prayed for, and the church has seen that
God verily doth hear and answer prayer. I tind that the Unitarian ministers
for a little while took no notice of it., Theodore Parkcr snarls and raves
tremendously at it, but he is evidently in a maze; he does not understand the
mystery, and acts with regard to it as swine are said to do with pearls. While
the church was found asleep, and doing very little, the Socinian could afford to
stand in his pulpit and sneer at anything like evangelical religion, but now that
there has been an awakening, he looks like a man that has just awakened out of
slecep. He sees something; he does not know what it is. The power of religion is
just that which will always puzzle the Unitarian, for he knows but little about that.
At the form of religion he is not much amazed, for he can to an extent endorse that
himself, but the supernaturalism of the gospel—the mystery—the miracle—the
power—the demonstration of the Spirit that comes with the preaching, is what
such men cannot comprehend, and they gaze and wonder, and then become filled
with wrath; but still they have to confess there is something there they cannot
understand, a mental phenomenon that is far beyond their philosophy—a thing
which they cannot reach by all their science, nor understand by all their reason.

Now, if we have the like effect produced in this land, the one thing we must seek
is the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and I thought, perhaps, this morning in
preaching upon the work of the Holy Spirit, that text might be fulfilled—* Him
that honoureth me I will honour.” My sincere desire is to honour the Holy Spirit
this morning, and if he will be pleased to honour his church in return, unto him
ghall be the glory for ever.

" “ Whiée Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heszd
te word.”
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