Wetrapolitan Cubevnacle

e

THE PEACEMAKER.

A SERMON FOR THE TIMES,

DELIVERED ON SuUNDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 8TH, 1861, BY THE

REV. C. H. . SPURGEON,

AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

‘‘ Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.”—Matthew v. 9.

TH1s is the seventh of the beatitudes. There is a mystery always connected with
the number seven. It was the number of perfection among the Hebrews, and it
seemeth as if the Saviour had put the peacemaker there, as if he was nearly approaching
to the perfect man in Christ Jesus. He who would have perfect blessedness, so far as
it can be enjoyed on earth, must labour to attain to this seventh benediction, and
become a peacemaker. There is a significance also in the position of the text, if you
regard the context. The verse which precedes it speaks of the blessedness of ‘‘the
pure in heart, for they shall see God.” It is well that we should understand this.
We are to be ‘‘first pure, then peaceable.” Our peaceableness is never to be a compact
with sin, or an alliance with that which is evil. We must set our faces like flints
against everything which is contrary to God and his holiness. That being in our souls
a settled matter, we can go on to peaceableness towards men. Not less does the
verse that follows my text seem to have been put there on purpose. However
peaceable we may be in this world, yet we shall be misrepresented and misunderstood :
and no marvel, {for even the Prince of peace, by his very peacefulness, brought fire upon
the earth. He himself, though he loved mankind, and did no ill, was ¢ despised and
rejected of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.” Lest, therefore, the
peaceable in heart should be surprised when they meet with enemies, it is added in the
following verse, ‘ Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake : for
their’s is the kingdom of heaven.” Thus the peacemakers are not only pronounced to
be blessed, but they are compassed about with blessings. Lord, give us grace to climb
to this seventh beatitude! Purify our minds that we may be ¢ first pure, then peace-
able,” and fortify our souls, that our peaceableness may not lead us into surprise and
despair, when for thy sake we are persecuted among men.

Now let us endeavour to enter into the meaning of our text. Thus would we handle
)t this morning, as God shall help us. First, let us describe the peacemaker ; secondly,
let us proclaim his blessedness ; thirdly, let us set him to work ; and then, fourthly, let
the preacher become a peacemaker himself.

L. First, LET US DESCRIBE THE PEACEMAKER. The peacemaker, while distinguished
by his character, has the outward position and condition of other men. He stands in
all relations of life just as other men do.

Thus the peacemaker is @ citizen, and though he be a Christian, he remembers
that Christianity does not require him to forego his citizenship, but to use and to
improve it for Christ’s glory. The peacemaker, then, as a citizen, loveth peace. If he
liveth in this land, he knows that he lives among a people who are very sensitive of
their honour, and are speedily and easily provoked—a people who are so pugilistic in
their character that the very mention of war stirs their blood, and they feel as if they
would go at it at once with all their force. The peacemaker remembereth the war
with Russia, and he recollecteth what fools we were that we should have meddled
there, to bring to ourselves great losses both in trade and money, and no advantage
whatever that is perceptible. He knoweth that this nation hath often been drifted
into war for political purposes, and that usually the pressure and burden of it cometh
upon the poor working man, upon such as have to earn their living by the sweat of their
face. Therefore, though he, like other men, feeleth hot blood, and being an Englishman
born, feeleth the blood of the old sea kings often in his veins, yet he represseth it,
and saith to himself, ‘I must not strive, for the servant of God must be gentle to all
usm, apt to teach, patient.” So he putteth his back against the current, and when he
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heareth everywhere the noise of war, and seeth many that are hot for it, ke doth his
best to administer a cooling draught, and he saith, ‘“ Be patient; let it alone ; if the
thing be an evil, yet war is worse than any other evil. There was never a bad peace
yet, and never a good war,” saith he, ana whatever loss we may sustain by being too
quiet, we shall certainly lose a hundred times as much by being too fierce.” And
then in the present case he thinketh how ill it would be for two Christian nations to
¢o to war—two nations sprung ot the same blood,—two countries which really have a
closer relation than any other two countries upon the face of the earth,—rivals in their
liberal institutions,—coadjutors in propagating the gospel of Christ,—two nations
that have within their midst more of the elect of God and more of the true
followers of Christ than any other nations under heaven. Yea, he thinketh within
himself, it were ill that the bones of our sons and daughters should go agamn to
make manure for our fields, as they have done. He remembereth that the farmers of
Yorkshire brought home the mould from Waterloo with which to manure their own
fields—the blood and bones of their own sons and daughters ; and he thinketh 1t not
meet that the prairies of America should be enriched with the blood and bones of his
children ; and on the other hand he thinketh that he would not smite another man,
but would sooner be smitten of him, and that blood would be to him an awful sight.
So he saith, “What I would not do myself, I would not have others do for me,
and if I would not be a killer, neither would I have others killed for me.”” He walketh
in vision over a field of battle ; he heareth the shrieks of the dying and the groans of
the wounded ; he knows that even conquerors themselves have said that all the enthu-
siasm of victory has not been able to remove the horror of the dreadful scene atter the
Aght ; and so he saith, ‘“Nay, peace, peace!” If he have any influence in the
commonwealth, if he be a member of the House of Parliament, if he be a writer in a
newspaper, or if he speak from the platform, he saith, *“ Let us look well to 1t ere we
hurry into this strife. We must preserve our country’s honour; we must maintain
ow right to entertain those who flee from their oppressors; we must maintain that
England shall ever be the safe home of every rebel who flies from his king, a
place from which the oppressed shall never be dragged by force of arms ; yet still,”
he saith, ¢ cannot this be, and yet no blood ! And he biddeth the law oflicers look
well to it and see if they cannot find that peradventure there may have been an over-
sight committed, which may be pardoned and condoned without the shedding of blood,
without the plucking of the sword from its scabbard. Well, he saith of war that 1t
is a monster, that at its best it is a fiend, that of all scourges it is the worst ; and he
looketh upon soldiers as the red twigs of the bloody rod, and he beggeth God not to
smite a guilty nation thus, but to put up the sword awhile, that we be not cast into
trouble, overwhelmed with sorrow, and exposed to cruelty, which may bring thousands
to the grave, and multitudes to poverty. Thus the peacemaker acteth ; and he feels
that while he does so, his conscience justifies him, and he is blessed, and men shall
one day acknowledge that he was one of the children of God.

But the peacemaker is not ounly a citizen, but @ man, and if sometimes he letteth
general politics alone, yet as a man he thinks that the politics of his own person must
always be those of peace. There, if his honour be stained, he standeth not up for 1t:
he counteth that it were a greater stain to his honour for him to be angry with his fellow
than for him to bear an insult. He heareth others say, ¢ If you tread upon a worm 1t
will turn ; ” but he saith, ‘I am not a worm, but a Christian, and therefore I do not
turn, except to bless the hand that smites, and to pray for those that despitefully use
me.” He hath his temper, for the peacemaker can be angry, and woe to the man who
cannot be ; he is like Jacob halting on his thigh, for anger is one of the holy feet of the
soul, when it goeth in the right direction ; but while he can be angry, he learneth to ‘“ be
apgry and sin not,” and *he guffereth not the sun to go down upon his wrath.” When
he is at home, the peacemaker seeketh to be quiet with his servants and with his house-
hold ; he putteth up with many things sooner than he will speak one uncomely word,
and if he rebuketh, it is ever with gentleness, saying, “ Why do ye this "—why do ye
this ?”—not with the severity of a judge, but with the tenderness of a father. The
peacemaker may learn a lesson, perhaps, from a story which I met with last week in
reading the life of Mr. John Wesley. Going across in a ship to America with Mr.
Oglethorpe, who was to be the governor of Savannah, he one day heard a great noise In
the governor's cabin. So Mr. Wesley went there, and the governor said, ““I dare say
you want to know what this noise is about, sir, 1 have good occasion for it. You know,
sir,” said he, ““that the only wine I drink is Cyprus wine, and 1t is necessary for me ;
I put it on beard, and this rascal, my servant, this Grimaldi, has drunken all of it ; I
will have him beaten on the deck, and the first ship of war that comes by, he shall be
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