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“ Do as thou hast said.”—2 Samuel vii. 285,

NartHAN had been giving to David, on God’s behalf, sundry exceeding great and
precious promises. David expresses his gratitude to God for having so promised, and
he says, “ Now, O Lord God, the word that thou hast spoken concerning thy servant,
and concerning his house, establish it for ever, and do as thou hast said.”

It is a prayer to God. Those words naturally flowed from his lips:after hearing
such precious promises, he was anxious for their fulfilment. Such words will be
equally in place, if they shall be adopted by us in these modern times, and if, after
reading a promise, on turning to (od’s Word, we should finish by saying, *“ Re-
member the word unto thy servant, upon which thou hast caused me to hope,” it
will be a practical application of the text, * Do as thou hast said.”

I shall not commence my sermon to-night by endeavouring to prove that this
Bible is what God has said; I do not come here to give you arguments to prove the
inspiration of Scripture; I assume that I speak to a Christian congregation, and I
assume, therefore, at starting, that this is God’s word and none other. I.eaving that
matter, then, altogether, permit me to proceed at once to the text, understanding by
what God has said, the Scriptures of his truth; and I trust there are some here who
will be led, to-night, to cry to (God in behalf of some promise made to their souls,
“ (O Lord, do as thou hast said.”

I. Our first remark shall be HOW IMPORTANT IT I8 TO KNOW WHAT GOD HAS SAID,
for unless we know what (rod has said, it will be folly to say, “do as thou hast said.”
Perhaps there is no book more neglected in these days than the Bible. Ido verily
believe there are more mouldy Bibles in this world than there are of any sort of
neglected books. We have stillborn books in abundance; we have innumerable
books which never see any circulation except the circulation of the butter shop, but
we have no book that is so much bought, and then so speedily laid aside, and so little
used, as the Bible. If we buy a newspaper, it is generally handed from one person to
another, or we take care to peruse it pretty well; indeed some go so far as to read
advertisements and all. If a person purchases a novel, it is well known how he will
81t and read it all the way through, till the midnight candle is burnt out ; the book
must be finished in one day, because 1t is so admirable and interesting; but the
Bible, of course, in the estimation of many, is not an interesting book; and the sub-
jects it treats of are not of any very great importance. So most men think; they
think it is a very good book to carry out on a Sunday, but never meant to be used
as a book of pleasure, or a book to which one could turn with delight. Such is the
opinion of many; but no opinion can be more apart from the truth; for what book
ean treat of truths one-half so important as those that concern the soul. What book
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can 50 well deserve my attention as that which is written by the greatest of a.l
aitthors, God himself? If I must read a valuable book with attention, how much
more ought I to give my mind to the study of that book which is invaluable, and
which contains truth without the slightest admixture of error? And if books upon
my health, or books which only concern the doings of my fellow creatures occupy
sonie of my time, and deservedly so, how much more time should I spend in recading
that which concerns my everlasting destiny; which reveals to me worlds hitherto
unknown; which tells me how I may escape from hell and fly to heaven? But I must
remark, that even among Christian people, the Bible is one of the least read booka
that they have in their house, What with our innumerable magazines, our religious
newspapers, and our perpetual controversies about the Bible, it is too seldom that
people read the Bible. There certainly is not that reading of it that there used to be.
Our predecessors, the ancient Puritans, would scarcely read any book but that; and
if a book was not concerning the Bible, they did not care about reading it at all.
Perhaps therein they may have been too strait and narrow, and may somewhat
have cramped their minds; but I would rather have my mind cramped with divinitv,
than I would have it enlarged with falsehood:; I would rather have a little truth,
and have a mind filled with that, though that mind should only be as large as a
nutshell, than have the most gigantic intellect, and have that crammed with error.
It 1s not the greatness of our intellect, it is the rightness of it, that makes us men
In this world, and right men before God. 1 beseech you, therefore, you who are
members of Christian churches, if you have but little time, do not expend it in
reading ephemeral books, but take your Bible and read it constantly; and I pro-
mise you one thing, that if you are already Christians, the more you read the
Bible the more you will love it. You may find it hard, perhaps, at present, to
rcad a short passage and meditate upon it all day; but as you proceed you will see
such depths unfathomable, such heights beyond your ken; and you will discover
such unutterable sweetness in this precious honey-comb dropping with drops of
honey, that you will say, “I must have more of it,” and your spirit will always
cry, “(ive, give;” nor will it be content until you can have God’s statutes upon
your mind daily, to be your songs in the house of your pilgrimage.

The errors of this present age have sprung from a non-reading of the Bible. Do you
think, my brethren, that if we all read the Scriptures with judgment, and desired to
know them rightly, there would be so many sects as there are ? Heresies and schismg
have sprung from this; one man has gone a little astray upon a point; another man,
without referring to Scripture, has endorsed all he has said; another one has added
something else to it; and then another one, being cunning, full of subtlety of the
devil, has twisted passages of Scripture, and has woven them into a system, which
has been fashioned in the first place by mistake, has accumulated and become
more colossal by sundry other mistakes which naturally accrued to it, and at last
has been perfected by the craft of designing heretics.

And, again: bdigotry, tll feeling, and uncharitableness, must all be traced, in a large
degree, to our want of reading the Bible. What 1s the reason why yon man hates me,
because I preach what I believe to be right? If Ido speak the truth am I responsible
for his hating me? Not in the least degree. I am sometimes told by my people that
I attack certain parties very hard. Well, I cannot help it; if they are not right, it
18 not my fault—if they come in my way, that I am compelled to run over them.
Suppose two of you should be driving in the road to-morrow, and one of you should be
on the right side of the road, and some accident should occur, you would say, *Sir, the
other man ought to have pulled up, he must pay the damages, for he had no business

274



THE PLEA OF FATTH.

there at all on his wrong side.” And it will be the same with us if we preach God's
truth; we must go straight on; if the greatest ill-feeling in the world rise up we
have nothing to do with it. God’s truth will sometimes bring about warfare; Jesus
Christ, you know, said himself that he came to put warfare between man and man;
to set the mother-in-law against the daughter-in-law, and the daughter-in-law
against the mother-in-law; and that a man’s foes should be those of his own house-
hold. But if there be ill-feeling, if there be clamouring of sects, to whom 1is 1t due?
Who is responsible for it? Why, the man who makes the new sects, not the man
who abides fast and firm by the old one. If I am safely moored by a good strong
anchor of fundamental truth, and some other shall strike my vessel and sink him-
self, I will not pay the damages. I stand firm: if others choose to go away from the
truth, to cut their cables and slip their moorings; then let them. God grant that
we may not do the same. Hold the truth, my friends, and hold it as the easiest
method of sweeping away heresies and false doctrines. But now-a-days, you know,
vou are told, “Oh, it does not matter what you believe; doctrines are nothing;”
and they have tried lately to make a very happy family of us, like the happy family
near Waterloo Bridge, where all kinds of creatures are shut up together; but they
are only kept in order by a lath which the man, when we turn our heads, applies
between the bars of the cage. Just so with denominations; they want to amal-
gamate us all. We differ in various doctrines, and therefore some of us must be
wrong, if we hold doctrines which are directly hostile to each other. But we are
told, **It does not signify; doubtless, you are all right.” Now, I cannot see that.
If I say one thing, and another man says another, how, by all that 1s holy, can both
speak the truth? Shall black and white be the same colour? Shall falsehood and
truth be the same? When they shall be, and fire shall sleep in the same cradle with
the waves of the ocean, then shall we agree to amalgamate ourselves with those who
deny our doctrines, or speak evil of what we believe to be the gospel. My brethren,
no man has any right to absolve your judgment from allegiance to God; there is
liberty of conscience between man and man, but there is none between God and
man. No man has aright to believe what he likes; he is to believe what God tells
him; and if he does not believe that though he is not responsible to man, or to any
set of men, or to any government, yet mark you, he is responsible to God. I beseech
you, therefore, if you would avoid heresies, and bring the church to a glorious union,
read the Scriptures. Read not so much man’s comments, or man’s books, but read
the Scriptures, and keep your faith on this,—* God has said it.” If you cannot
make all God’s truths agree, yet remember God has not made two sets of truth
opposite to each other; that were an impossibility which even God himself could not
accomplish mighty though he be. My brethren, always stand by what God has
sald, and do not be turned aside from it by all the argumernts that can be brought to
bear against you. *Search the Scriptures, for they testify of Christ.”

II. And now for our second point. ALL THAT FAITH WANTS TO BUILD UPON 18 WHAT
Gop uas 8aIp. “ Do as thou hast said.” The only solid foothold that faith has is,
“ It 15 written, God hath said it.” When a sinner comes to God he must have nothing
clse to rely upon except this, “ Do as thou hast said.” There is a tendency in most
raen’s minds to bring before God something which he did not say. Many of you, I
dare say, will go and ask God in prayer for something for which you cannot prove a
positive promise that he will ever givelt to you. You go to God and say, “ Lord, do
as John Bunyan said, do as Whitficld sald, let me have an experience like theirs.,”
Now, that is all wrong. We must, when we come to God, say only, “ Lord, d¢ as
thou hast said.” And then, again, I do believe that many of those who are members
f c¥ churches have not put their faith simply in what God has said. If I were t
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