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“ And they brought up an evil report of the land which they had searched unto the children of Israel,
paying, The land, through which we have gone to search it, is a land that eateth up the inhabitauts
thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of a great stature.”——Numbers xiii. 32,

“ And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were of them that searched
the land, rent their clothes. And they spake unto all the company of the children of Israel, saying,
The land, which we passed through to search it, is an exceeding good land.”—Numbers xiv, 6. 7.

THE unbelief of the children of Israel, prompted them to send spies into Canaan,
God had told them that it was a good land, and he had promised to drive out their
enemies; they ought therefore to have marched forward with all confidence to
possess the promised heritage. Instead of this, they send twelve princes to spy
out theland, and * alas, for human nature,” ten of these were faithless, and only
two true to the Lord, Read over the narrative, and mark the ill effect of the
lying message, and the holy boldness of the true spies.

Now I must take up my parable. The land of Canaan is a picture of religion;
I do not think it was ever intended to be a picture of heaven, for there are no
Canaanites in heaven; certainly in heaven there are no sons of Anak, no giants
to be driven out, no walled cities, and no kings with chariots of iron. Canaan is,
however, a very excellent picture of religion. The children of Israel must stand
this morning as the representatives of the great mass of mankind. The great
mass of mankind never try for themselves what religion is; they neither search
our sacred books, nor taste and try our religion. But this is what they do; they
consider those who make a profession of religion as spies who have entered the
land, and they look upon our character and our conduct as the message which
we bring back to them. The ungodly man does not read his Bible in order to
discover whether the religion of Christ is holy and beautiful; no, he reads the
living Bible—Christ’s church—and if the church is inconsistent he condemns
the Bible, though the Bible is never to be accountable for the sins of those who
profess to believe it.  Ungodly men of course do not come and by repentance and
faith make a trial of the love of Christ; they do not enter into covenant with the
Lord Jesus, or else they would soon discover that it is a good land that floweth
with milk and honey; but instead thereof they stand still, and they say, “Let
be, let us see what these Christians make of it. Do they find it to be a happy
thing? Does it succour them in their hour of trouble? Does it comfort them in
the midst of their trials?” And if they find that our report is a gloomy or an
unholy one, they turn aside, and they say, “ It is not a good land; we will not enter
into it, for its difficulties are great, but its enjoyments are few.”

Beloved brethren and friends, to put the parable as simply as I can, I am about
to make out every Christian man and woman here to be a spy who has entered
mto the good land of religion, and who by his conduct and conversation brings
either an evil or a good report of this good land, and either moves the world to
murmur at and to despise religion, or else inspires it with a holy dread of goodness,
and something of a longing after a portion therein.

But I shall begin with a word of caution. In the first place I shall notice that
the men of the world are not to be excused for their folly in trusting to mere report from
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other persons. ‘Then, secondly, I shall endeavour to describe the evil reporters, the
evil spies, which are in the camp; then we will mention some good spies, who bring
a good report of the land; and, in conclusion, bring a few weighty reasons to beur
upon Christian men, why they should act like Caleb and Joshua, and bring up a good
report of the land.

[. In the first place, then, THE UNGODLY WORLD ARE NOT TO BE EXCUSED for
that, which must nevertheless be admitted to be a very natural matter, namely, that
INSTEAD OF INVESTIGATING RELIGION FOR THEMSELVES, THEY USUALLY TRUST TO
THE REPRESENTATION OF OTHERS.

The worldly man looks at a Christian to see whether his religion be joyful. * By
this,” says he, “shall I know whether there is that in religion which will make a
man glad, If I see the professor of it with a joyous countenance, then I will
believe it to be a good thing.” But hark, sir! hast thou any right to put it to
that test? Is not God to be counted true, even before we have proved him? And
hath he not declared himself, ¢ Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth
not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile?” Doth not the Scripture itself
declare that godliness is profitable, not only for this life, but for that whichis to
come—that it hath the blessing of two worlds, the blessing of this world below the
sky and of that upper world above the stars? Would you not know from Scripture
if you were to take the Bible and read it, that everywhere the Christian 18 com-
manded to rejoice, because it is comely for him? “ Rejoice in the Lord ye righteous
and shout for joy all ye that are upright in heart.” *Rejoice evermore.” ‘* Rejoice
in the Lord alway: and again I say, rejoice.” Remember you have no right to put
the joyfulness of religion to any test short of your own experience, for you are
bound to believe God on his naked word. It is not for you to stand still till you
can see it to be true. It is your duty to believe your Maker when he declares
that the ways of religion are pleasantness and all her paths are peace.

Again, you say you will test the Aoliness of Christ’s religion by the holiness of
Christ’s people. You have no right, I reply, to put the question to any such test
as that. The proper test that you ought to use is to try it yourselves—to * taste
and see that the Lord is good.” By tasting and seeing you will prove his goodness,
and by the same process you must prove the holiness of his gospel. Your business
is to seek Christ crucified for yourselves, not to take the representation of another
man concerning the power of grace to subdue corruption and to sanctify the heart.
Your business is yourselves to enter into its valleys and pluck its grapes; your-
selves to climb its hills and see its inhabitants. Inasmuch as God has given you &
Bible, he intended you to read it, and not to be content with reading men.  There
is his Holy Spirit; you are not to be content with feelings that rise through the
conversation of others, your only power to know true religion is, by having that
Spirit operating upon your own heart, that you may yourself know what is the
power of religion. You have no right to judge religion from anything extra or
external from itself. And if you despise it before you have tried it yourself, you
must stand confessed in this world as a fool, and in the next world as a criminal.
And yet this is so with most men, If you hear a man rail at the Bible, you can
usually conclude that he never reads it. And you may be quite certain if you
liear a man speak against religion, that he never knew what religion was. True
rcligion, when once it takes possession of the heart, never allows a man to quarrel
with it. That man will call Christ his best friend who knows Christ at all. We
have found many who have despised the enjoyments of this world, but we never
found one who turned from religion with disgust or with satiety, after having once
enjoyed it. No, remember my hearers, if you take your religion from other
people, and are led by the example of professors to discard religion, you are
nevertheless guilty of your own blood. For God has not left you to the uncertain
chart of men’s characters; he has given you his own Word; a more sure word
and testimony, whereunto you do well if ye take heed.

It will be in vain for you to say at the day of judgment, ¢ Such and such a man
was inconsistent, therefore I despised religion.” Your excuse will then be discovered
to be idle, for you shall have to confess, that in other respects, you did not take
another man’s opinion. In business, in the cares of this life, you were independent
enough; in your political opinions you did not pin your faith to any man’s coat;
and, therefore, it shall be said of you at last, you had enough independence of mind to
steer your own course, even against the example of others, in business, in politics,
and such like things; you certainly had enough of mental vigour, if you had choser
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