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THE WEEDING OF THE GARDEN.,

A Sermon

DeLIvEREr ON Sunpay EveENING, DECEMBER 8TH, 1861, BY THE

REV. C. H. SPURGEON,

AT THE METROFOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

‘ Rut ne answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not piantea, shatl be
ooted 1p.”"—Mattnew xv. 13.
Jesus CHRIST had spoken certain truths which were highly objectionable to the
Pharisees. Some of his loving disciples were in great fright, and they came to him
and said, ‘“ Knowest thou not that the Pharisees are offended ?” Now, our Savyour,
instead of making any apology for having offended the Pharisees, took it as a matter
of course, and replied in a sentence which 18 well worthy to be called a proverb,—
‘ Every plunt, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up.” Now

we have oftentimes, as Mathew Henry very tritely remarks, a number of good and
affzctionate but very weak hearers, They are always afraid that we shall offend other
hearers. Hence, if the truth be spoken in a plain and pointed manner, and seems to
come close home to the conscience, they think that surely it ought not to have been
spoken, because So-and-so, and So-and-so, and So-and-so took offence at 1t. Truly, my
brethren, we are not all slow to answer in this matter. If we never offended, it would
be proof positive that we did not preach the gospel. They who can please man will
find 1t quite another thing to have pleased God. Do you suppose that men will love
those who faithfully rebuke them? If you make the sinner’s heart to groan, and
waken his conscience, do you think he will pay you court and thank you for it?
Nay, not so; in fact, this ought to be one aim of our ministry, ndt to offend, but to
tost men and make them offended with themselves, so that their hearts may be exposed
to their own inspection. Their being offended will discover of what sort they are.
A ministry that never uproots will never water ; a ministry that does not pull down
will never build up. He who knoweth not how to pluck up the plants which God
hath not planted, scarcely understandeth how to be a worker of God in his vineyard.
Our ministry ought always to be a killing as well as a healing one,—a ministry which
kills all false hopes, blights all wrong confidences, and weeds out all foolish trusts,
while at the same time it trains up the feeblest shoot of real hope, and tends comfort
and encouragement even to the weakest of the sincere followers of Christ. Do not,
then, be needlessly alarmed about our ministry. Just give us plenty of elbow-room
to strike right and left. Let not our friends encumaber us. Whether they be friends
or foes, when we have to strike for God and his truth, we cannot spare whoever may

stand 1n our way. To our own Master we stand or fall, but to no one else in heaven
or on earth.
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Well now ; our Saviour was thus led from the remark of his disciples to utter this
memorable proverbial saying. If we understand it aright, it applies to every doctrine
and to every false system of religion, Whatever God hath not planted will be rooted
up. As for heretical teachers; let them alone; they be blind leaders of the blind,
and if the blind lead the blind they shall both fall into the ditch., Many good people
are greatly concerned about the growth of papacy in England. They fear the day
will come when papacy shall have quenched the light of gospel grace, I trust, my
brothers and sisters in Christ, you will not get nervous upon that point. It is of little
consequence what men are, if they are not saved, if they are not brought to know the

~Lord. I do not know that it is a very important item what kind of religion they have

if they have not got the true one. They may receive the awful doom of unbelievers in
Christ, and enemies to the gospel, as Romanists or Mahommedans ; or like too many in
this land, being merely professing Christians who deceive themselves and others, they
may incur the same wrath of God, and inherit the same condemnation. But do not
~ think for a moment that the harlot of the seven hills will ever prevall against the

bride of Christ. Not she. The Lord will by-and-bye, when her iniquity shall be full,
utterly destroy her. Only be sure in your heart that God has not planted it, and you
may be equally sure that he will pluck it up. Prophets may plant it with their pre-
tended revelations, martyrs may water it with their blood, confessor after confessor
may defend it with his learning and with his courage, time may endear it, literature
may protect it, and kings may keep guard about it, but he that ruleth in the heavens,
and, careth nought for human might, shall certainly grasp its trunk, and, pulling 1t up,
even though it be strong as a cedar, shall hutl it into the fire, because he hath not
planted it. Yes, every hoary system of superstition, every anclent form of idolatry,
every venerable species of will-worship, shall be certainly overturned, as God 1s true.
Leave them alone; be not over anxious. He shall come by-and-bye who shall cry,
¢ Qverturn, overturn, overturn ;” and he shall pluck up by the roots everything which
his own hand hath not planted. The advice of the Jewish orator was very sensible,
when he said concerning certain men, ¢ Refrain from these men, and let them alone,

for if this éounsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought; but if it be of

God, ye cannot overthrow it.” When you see a new enterprise, some brethren

very enthusiastic attempting something you cannot quite approve of, do not stand in
their way. Let them have a fair trial; there 1s one at the helm who understands
how to manage better than we do. Let them alone ; 1if God has not the work in hand
it will come to nought, and if it should be God’s work then surely it will stand. I am
go constantly referred to for advice from all parts of the country, that I am very often
in the position of the Delphic oracle—not wisning to give wrong advice, and therefore
hardly able to give any. Among others, some time ago I had an inquiry from a
brother as to whether he ought to preach or not. His minister told him he ought not,
and yet he felt he must; so I thought 1 would be safe, and I said to him just this—
““ My brother, if God has opened your mouth the devil cannot shut it, but if the devil

has opened it, I pray the Lord to shut it directly.” I was quite certain to be safe
there. He took it as an encouragement to preach on. I think we may say the like with

regard to all modern enterprises. Whenever a brother comes with something new
that is to revive the Church and to do good, we may say, “ Well, if God has opened
your mouth, I will not help Qatan to shut it ; but if Satan has opened your mouth,
may God shut it ; but it 18 not mine to do that work ; I must leave it to him ; o your

own Master you shall stand or fall.” |
But, while I have no doubt that this is the drift of the text, and what the Savioul

epecially aimed at, yet, beyond a doubt, we may read this sentence as having referenci
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to our own souls. And here may the Spirit of God give to us a deep golemuity of
spirit, that we may be led to ask ourselves, and honestly to answer the inquiry, whether
we are plants of God’s right-hand planting or not. May God the Holy Ghost have
personal dealings with many of our souls to-night, and may this be a heart-scarching
and rein-trying bhour!

First, I shall have something to say about those plants that God has not planted,
secondly, we will consider a little about their being uprocted ; and then we will coms
o the examination as to whether we are plants that God has plunted.

I. The Greek word not only signifies plants—for you know we are in the habit of
calling a thing a plant which grows in the woods —but the Gireek word has nicer dis-
crimination. As Tyndal very well remarks, it is not merely a plant ; but a root that
has been designedly put into the ground and taken care of. We must not only be com-
parable to living plants; but we must be comparable to those which come under the
gardener’s care, whick are planted in the soil, tended by his skill, and looked vpon with
interest as being his own. Now, there are many professors who are hke wild plants ;
they were never planted by any servant of God, much less by God himself. They are
thorns and briers ; they bring forth wild fruits, noxious, bitter, poisonous, acrid, and
deadly to the taste of the passer-by. They grow in abundance. This London is like some
wild heath that is covered with its ferns and gorse, and even with something worse than
these—wild plants that spring up spontaneously. Now, these will have to be rooted up.
When the day comes for God to clear his commons, there will be a blaze indeed,
when he shall say, ¢ Gather them together in bundles to burn ; but gather the wheat
into my garner.” Thedrunkard, the swearer, the adulterer ; those who live by cheating
and robbing their neighbours ; those who never darken the walls of God’s sanctuary ;
those to whom the Sunday is the busiest day in the week ; those who are without God
and without hope, and without Christ, these we may call self-sown plants, uncared for,
untutored, and must be rooted up, for he will say, ¢ Gather out of my kinddom all
things that offend, and they that do iniquity.” There are other plants, however, that
have evidently been planted by some hand. Some have been planted by the minister's
hand. 'There are the signs and marks about them that some pruning-knife has been
at work., You know to what I refer. We all of us have some converts. God has his
thousands 1 hope, 1n this place ; but I have some of my own here that I could do better
without. A man’s converts are always a disgrace to him. It is only those that God
converts that will last. When we go fresh into a place, there is always a number of
people who hear with a degree of profit, and who are affected by us. But let that
minister be taken away, and they go back again. One wave washes them up on the
shore, and the return wave sucks them back again into the great deeps. Why, see how it
was with this congregation in years gone by, when they were smaller and fewer in number.
When my worthy predecessor, Mr. James Smith, preached the Word, there was a number
of those who professed conversion ; and what became of many when he went away, God
alone knows; save that we found out some of them no better than they should be. And
If I should die, there would be some of you that would do the same. Take but away
the leader, and the soldier slinks back into his quarters. He has no objection to follow
his captain while he sees him ; but the man being the captain, if the standard-bearer
falls, then he hies himself out of the conflict, and is seen no more. I do not know who
planted you; but if ye are only planted by man, though he were the best man that
ever lived, you will be rooted up. If your conversion is only human, if you are only
brought to God by mere moral suasion, and have never been operated upon by the holy,
divine, supernatural energy of the Holy Spirit, you will go back like the dog to his
vomit, and like the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.
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