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‘““Boast not thyself of to~-morrow; for thon knowest not what a day may bring forth.” —
Proverbs xxvii. l.

Gop’s most holy Word was principally written to inform us of the way to heaven,
and to guide us in our path through this world, to the realms of eternal life and
light. But as if to teach us that God is not careless concerning our doings in the
present scene, and that our benevolent Father is not inattentive to our happiness,
even 1n this state, he has furnished us with some excellent and wise maxims, which
we may put in practice, not only in spiritual matters, but in temporal affairs also.
I have always looked upon the book of Proverbs with pleasure, as being a book not
only teaching us the highest spiritual wisdom, but as also more especially speaking
on the “now “—the time that is present with us—giving us maxims that will make
us wise for this world, and that will instruct us in conducting our affairs whilst we
are here amongst our fellow-men. We need some temporal wisdom as well as
spiritual illumination; it need not always be that the children of the kingdom
should be more foolish than the children of darkness. It is well that we should be
wise to order our common affairs aright, as well as to set our house in order for the
grave; and hence we find in Scripture maxims and teachings for them both. Since
God has been pleased thus to instruct us in the avocations of lite, I shall not, then,
be out of place, if I use my text, in some degree, in a merely temporal manner, and
endeavour to give advice to my friends concerning the business of this life. A fter-
wards, I shall dwell upon it more spiritually. There is, first, the abuse of to-morrow
forbidden in the text; in the second place, I shall mention the right use of to-morrow.

I. First, then, there is THE ABUSE OF TO-MORROW mentioned in the text; and
we shall look upon it first in a worldly point of view, and yet, 1 trust, in a way of
wisdom. “Boast not thyself of to-morrow.” Oh! my brethren, whosoe’er ye be,
whether ye be Christians or no, this passage hath a depth of wisdom in it for you.
“ Boast not thyself of to-morrow,” and this, for many very wise reasons,

Kirst of all, because it is extremely foolish to boast at all. Boasting never makes a
man any the greater in the esteem of others, nor does it improve the real estate
either of his body or soul. Let a man brag as he will, he is none the greater for his
bragging; nay, he is the less, for men invariably think the worse of him. Let him
boast as much as he pleases of anything that he possesses, he shall not increase its
value by his glorying. He cannot multiply his wealth by boasting of it; he cannot

increase his pleasures by glorying in them. True, to be content with those pleasures,
and feel a complacency in them, may render them very sweet; but not so with such

8 treasure as this, for it is a treasure which he has not yet, and, therefore, how
foolish he is to glory in it! There is an old, old proverb, which I dare not quote
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here; it is something to do with chickens. Perhaps you can recollect it; it bears
very well upon this text, for to-morrow is a thing that we have not yet obtained,
and, therefore, not only if we had it would it be foolish to boast of it, but because
we have it not, and may never have it, it becomes the very extremity of foolishness
to glory in it. Glory, O man, in the harvest that may come to thee next year when
thy seed is sown; but glory not in to-morrow, for thou canst sow no seeds of
morrows. Morrows come from God; thou hast no right to glory in them. Glory
if thou wilt, O fowler, that the birds have once flown to thy net, for they thay come
again; but glory not too soon, for they may find another decoy that shall be better
to their taste than thine, or they may rove far off from thy snare. Though many
a day has come to thee, think not that another will certainly arrive. Days are not
like links of a chain; one does not ensure the other. We have one, but we may
never see its fellow; each may be the last of its kind. Each springs of a separate
birth, There are no twin days, To-day hath no brother, it stands alone, and to-
morrow must come alone, and the next and the next, also, must be born into this
world without a brother. We must never look upon two days at once, nor expect
that a whole herd of davs shall be brought forth at one time.

We need not boast of to-morrow, for i/ is one of the frailest things in all creation, and,
therefore, the least to be boasted of. Boast of the bubbles on the breaker, boast of
the foam upon the sea, boast of the clouds that skim the sky, boast of what thou
wilt, O man, but boast not of to-morrow, for it is too unsubstantial. To-morrow, it
is-a fleeting thing. Thou hast not seen it; why dost thou boast of it? To-morrow, it
is the cup which the idiot dreams lieth at the foot of the rainbow. It i1s not there,
pnor hath he foundit, To-morrow—it is the floating island of Loch Lomond ; many have
talked of it, but none have seen it. To-morrow—it is the wrecker’s beacon, enticing
men to the rock of destruction. Boast not thyself of to-morrow; it is the frailest
and most brittle thing thou canst imagine. Not glass were half so easily broken ag
thy to-morrow’s joys and thy to-morrow’s hopes; a puff of wind shall crush them,
while yet they seem not to be full blown. He said, good easy man, full surely my
greatness is a ripening, but there came a frost—a killing, frost which nipped his
shoot and then he fell. Boast not of to-morrow; thou hast it not. Boast not of
to-morrow; thou mayest never have it. Boast not of to-morrow; if thou hadst it,
it would deceive thee. Boast not of to-morrow, for to-morrow thou mayest be
where morrows will be dreadful things to tremble at.

Boast not thyself of to-morrow, not only because it is extremely foolish, but
because it is exceedingly hurtful. Boasting of to-morrow is hurtful to us every way.
It is hurtful to us now. I never knew a man who was always hoping to do great
things in the future, that ever did much in the present. 1 never knew a man who
intended to make a fortune by-and-bye, who ever saved sixpence a week now. I
never knew a man who had very great and grand hopes on the death of some old
grandmother, or the coming-in of some property from chancery, or the falling to
him of something because his name was Jenyns, I never saw him very prosperous
in the mean time. I have heard of a man going to be rich to-morrow, and boasting
of it: but I never knew him do much. Such men spend so much time in building
castles in the air, that they have no stones left wherewith to build so much as a
cottage on the ground, They were wasting all their energies on to-morrow, conse-
quently they had no time to reap the fields of the present, for they were waiting for
the heavy harvests of the future. The heavily laden boats of to-day come in with
abundance of fish from the depths of time; but they said of them, They are no-
thing; there will be heavier draughts to-morrow; there will be greater abundance
then. Go away, little ships; an argosy shall come home to-morrow—a very fleet
of wealth;” and so they let to-day’s wealth go by because they expected the greater
wealth of to-morrow; therefore, they were hurt even for the present.

And worse than that. Some men were led into extraordinary extravagance from their
hopes of the future. They spend what they are going to have, or rather what they
never will have. Many have been ruined by the idle dream of s?eculatlon; and
what ig that hut boasting of to-morrow ? They have said, *“True, 1 cannot pay for
this which I now purchase; but I shall to-merrow, for to-morrow I shall roll In
wealth, to-morrow, perhaps, I shall be the richest of men. A lucky turn of busi-
ness (as they term it) will lift me off this shoal.” So they keep still, and not
ouly do they refuse to toil, to push themselves off the sand, but worse than that,
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