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“The oup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ ?
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?* For we
being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one
bread.””—1 Corinthians x. 16, 17.

I wiLL read you the text as it is given in the Revised Version:
“The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not a communion of the
blood of Christ?” That is to say, is it not one form of expressing the
communion of the blood of Christ? ¢ The bread,” or as it is in the
margin, “the loaf which we break, is it not a communion of the body
of Christ? seeing that we, who are many, are one loaf, one body : for
we all partake of the one loaf.” The word “loaf "’ helps to bring out
more clearly the idea of unity intended to be set forth by the
apostle.

It is a lamcntable fact that some have fancied that this simple
ordinance of the Lord’s supper has a certain magical, or at least
physical power about it, so thab by the mere act of eating and
drinking this bread and wine men can be made partakers of the
body and blood of Christ. It is marvellous that so plain a symbol
should have been so complicated by genuflexioms, adornments, and
technical phrases. Can anyone , see the slightest resemblance
between the Master's sitting down with the twelve and the mass of
the Roman community? The original rite is lost in the super-

* Another Sermon by Mr. Spurtgeon, on verse 16, is No. 2,672 in Metropoliten
Tabernacle Pulpit, ** Fellowship with Christ.”

No. 3,295.
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imposed ritual. Superstition has produced a sacrament where Jesus
intended a fellowship. Too many, who would not go the length of
Rome, yet speak of this simple feast as if it were a mystery dark
and obscure. They employ all manner of hard words to turn the
children's bread into a stone. It is not the Lord’'s supper, but the
Eucharist; we see before us no plate, but a “paten”; the cup is a
“chalice”, and the table is an “altar.” These are incrustations of
superstition, whereby the blessed ordinance of Christ is likely to be
again overgrown and perverted.

What does this supper mean? It means communion: communion
with Christ, communion with one another.

What is communion? The word breaks up easily into uniomn, and
ite prefix com, which means with, union with. We must, therefore,
first enjoy union with Christ, and with his Church, or else we
cannot enjoy communion. Union lies at the basis of communion.
We must be one with Christ in heart, and soul, and lifei; baptized
intol his death ; quickened by his life, and so brought to be members
of his body, one with the whole Church of which he is the Head.
We cannot have communion with Christ till we are in union with
him ; and we cannot have communion with the Church till we are
in vital union with it.

I. The teaching of the Lord's supper is just this,—that while
we have many ways of comMuNIoN WITH CHRIST, yet the receiving of
Christ into our souls as our Saviour is the best way of communion

with him.

I said, dear friends, that we have many ways of communion with
Chrisb; let me show you that it is so.

Communion is ours by personal intercourse with the Lord Jesus.
We speak with him in prayer, and he speaks with us through the
Word. Some of us speak oftemer with Christ than we do with
wife or child, and our communion with Jesus is deeper and more
thorough than our fellowship with our nearest friend. In medi-
tation and its attendant thanksgiving we speak with our risen Lord,
and by his Holy Spirit he answers us by creating fresh thought and
emotion in our minds. I like sometimes, in prayer, when I do not
feel that I can say anything, just to sit still, and look up; then
faith spiritually descries ther Well-beloved, and hears his voice in
the solemn silence of the mind. Thus we have intercourse with
Jesus of a closer sort than any words could possibly express. Our
soul melts beneath the warmth of Jesu’s love, and darts upward her
own love in return. Think not that I am dreaming, or am carried
off by the memory of some unusual rhapsody; no, I assert that the
devout soul can converse with the Lord Jesus all the day, and canm
have as true fellowship with him as if he still dwelt bodily among
men. This thing comes to me, not by the hearing of the ear, but
by my own personal experience; I know of a surety that Jesus
manifests himself unto his people as he doth not unto the world.

Ah! what sweet communion often exists between the saint and
the Well-beloved, when there is no bread and wine upon the table,
for the Spirit himself draws the heart of the renewed one, and it
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runs after Jesus, while the Lord himself appears unto the longing
spirit! “Truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his
Son Jesus Christ.” Do you enjoy this charming converse?

Next, we have communion with Christ in hts thoughts, views,
and purposes; for his thoughts are our thoughts according to our
capacity and sanctity. Believers take the same view of matters as
Jesus does ; that which pleases him pleases them, and that which
grieves him grieves them also. Consider, for instance, the greatest
theme of our thought, and see whether our thoughts are not like
those of Christ. He delights in the Father, he loves to glorify the
Father; do not we? Is not the Father the centre of our soul’s
delight? Do we not rejoice at the very sound of his name? Does
not our spirit cry, “ Abba, Father ’? Thus it is clear that we feel
as Jesus feels towards the Father, and so we have the truest
communion with him. This is but one instance; your contem-
plations will bring before you a wide variety of topics, wherein we
think with Jesus. Now, identity of judgment, opinion, and
purpose forms the highway of communion; yea, it is communion.

We have also communion with Christ in our emotions. Have
you never felt a holy horror when you have heard a word of
blasphemy in the street? Thus Jesus felt when he saw sin, and bore
it in his own person; only he felt it infinitely more than you do.
Have you never felt as you looked upon sinners that you must weep
over them? Those are holy tears, and contain the same ingredients
ag those which Jesus shed when he lamented over Jerusalem. Yes,
in our zcal for God, our hatred of sin, our detestation of falsehood,
our pity for men, we have true communion with Jesus.

Further, we have had fellowship with Christ in many of our
actions. Have you ever tried to teach the ignorant? This Jesus
did. Have you found it difficult? So Jesus found it. Have you
striven to reclaim the backslider? Then you were in communion
with the good Shepherd who hastens into the wilderness to find the
one lost sheep; finds it, lays it upon his shoulders, and brings it
home rejoicing. Have you ever watched over a soul night and day
with tears?! Then you have had communion with him who has
borne all our names upon his broken heart, and carries the
memorial of them upon his pierctd hands. Yes, in acts of self-
denial, liberality, benevolence, and piety, we enter into communion
with him who went about doing good. Whenever we try to dis-
entangle the snarly of strife, and to make peace between men wha
are at enmity, then are we doing what the great Peacemaker did,
and we have communion with the Lord and Giver of peace.
Wherever, indeed, we co-operate with the Lord Jesus im his
ﬁgﬂigns of love to men, we are in true and active communion with

m.

So it is with our sorrows.  Certain of us have had large fellowship
with the Lord Jesus in affliction. ¢ Jesus wepti;” he lost a friend,
and so have we. Jesus grieved over the hardness of men’s hearts
we know that grief. Jesus was exceedingly sorry thab the hopeful
young man turned away, and went back to the world ; we know that
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sorrow. Those who have sympathetic hearts, and live for others,
readily enter into the experience of “the Man of sorrows.” The
wounds of calumny, the reproaches of the proud, the venom of the
bigoted, the treachery of the false, and the weakness of the true, we
have known in our measure; and therein have had communion
with Jesus.

Nor this alone: we have been with our divine Master in s joys.
I suppose there never lived a happier man than the Lord Jesus. He
was rightly called “the Man of sorrows”; but he might with
unimpeachable truth have been called ““the Man of joys.” He must
have rejoiced as he called his disciples, and they came unto him;
ag he bestowed healing and relief ; as he gave pardom: to penitents,
and breathed peace on believers. His was the joy of finding the
sheep, and taking the piece of money out of the dust. His work
was his joy; such joy that for its sake he endured the cross,
despising the shame. The exercise of benevolence is joy to loving
hearts; the more pain it costs, the more joy it is. Kind actions
make us happy, and in such joy we find communion with the great
heart of Jesus.

Thus have I given you a list of windows of agate and gates of
carbuncle through which you may come at the Lord; but the
ordinance of the Lord’s supper sets forth a way which surpasses them
all. It is the most accessible and the most effectual method of
fellowship. Here it is that we have fellowship with the Lord Jesus
by receiving him: as our Saviour. We, being guilty, accept of his
atonement as our sacrificial cleansing, and in token thereof we eat
this bread and drink this cup. “Oh!” says one, “I do not feel that
I can get near to Christ. He is so high and holy, and T am only a
poor sinner.” Just so. For that very reason you can have fellow-
ship with Christ in that which lies nearest to his heart; he is a
Saviour, and to be a Saviour there must be a sinner to be saved.
Be you that ome, and Christ and you shall at once be in union and
communion; he shall save, and you shall be saved; he shall
sanctify, and you shall be sanctified, and twain shall thus be one.
This table sets before you his great sacrifice. Jesus has offered it;
will you accept it? He does not ask you to bring anything,—mno
drop of blood, no pang of flesh : all is here, and your part is to come
and partake of it, even as of old the offerer partook of the peace-
offering which he had brought, and so feasted with God and with
the priest. If you work for Christ, that will certainly be some
kind of fellowship with himi; but I tell you that the communion of
receiving him into your inmost soul is the nearest and closest
fellowship possible to mortal man. The fellowship of service is
exceedingly honourable, when we and Christ work together for the
same objects; the fellowship of suffering is exceedingly instructive,
when our heart has graven upon it the same characters as were
graven upon the heart of Christ; but still, the fellowship of the
soul which receives Christ, and is received by Christ, is closer, more
vital, more essential than any other. Such fellowship is eternal.
No power upon earth can henceforth take from me the piece of
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bread which I have just now eaten;, it has gone where it will be
made up into blood, and nerve, and muscle, and bone. It is
within me, and of me. That drop of wine has coursed through my
veins, and is part and parcel of my being. So he that takes Jesus by
faith to be his Saviour has chosen the good part which shall not be
taken away from him. He has received the Christ into his inward

, and all the men on earth, and all the devils in hell, cannot
extract Christ from him. Jesus saith, “ He that eateth me, even he
shall live by me.” By our sincere reception of Jesus into our hearts
an indissoluble union is established between us and thet Lord, and
this manifests iteelf in mutual communion. To as many as received
him, to them has he givem this communion, even to them: that
believe on his name.

II. I have now to look at another side of communion, namely,
THE FELLOWSHIP OF TRUE BELIEVERS WITH EACH OTHER. We have
many ways of communing the one with the other, but there is no
way of mutual communing like the common reception of the same
Christ in the same way. I have said that there are many ways in
which Christians commune with one another, and these doors of
fellowship I would mentiom at some length.

Let me go over much the same ground as before. We commune
by holy converse. 1 wish we had more of this. Time was when
they that feared the Lord spake often one to another; I am afraid
that now they more often speak one against another. It is a
grievous thing that full often love lies bleeding by a brother’s hand.
Where we are not quite so bad as that, yet we are often backward
and silent, and so miss profitable converse. Our insular reserve has
often made one Christian sit by another in utter isolation when each
would have been charmed with the other's company. Children of
one family need not wait to be introduced to each other: having
eaten of this one bread, we have given and received the token of
brotherhood ; let us therefore act consistently with our relatiomship,
and fall into holy conversation next time we meet. I am afraid
that Christian brotherhood in many cases begins and ends inside the
place of worship. Let it not be so among us. Let it be our delight
to find our society in the circle of which Jesus is the centre, and
let us make those our friends who are the friends of Jesus. By
frequent united prayer and praise, and by ministering the one to
the other the things which we have learned by the Spirit, we shall
have fellowship with each other in our Liord Jesus Christ.

I am sure that all Christians have fellowship together in their
thoughts. In the essentials of the gospel we think alike; in our
thoughts of God, of Christ, of sin, of holiness, we keep step; in our
intense desire to promote the kingdom of our Lord we are as one.
All spiritual life 1s one. The thoughts raised by the Spirit of God
in the souls of men are never contrary to each other. I say not
that the thoughts of all professors agree, but I do assert that the
minds of the truly regenerate in all seots, and in all ages, are in
harmony with each other,—a harmony which often excites delighted
surprise in those who perceive it. The marks that divide one set






