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 Brethren beloved of the Lord.””—2 Thessalonians ii. 13.

THE verse from which my text is taken begins thus, “But we are
bound to give thanks alway to Ged for you, brethren beloved of the
Lord,” so I will commence my discourse by saying that we might
often find comfort and relief from gloomy apprehensiony by
associating with those who are “beloved of the Lord.” If you
read the chapter through, you will perceive that Paul’s mind was
greatly exercised concerning.the perilous times which were to come
to the Church of Christ. He wrote to warn the Thessalonians
concerning the coming of antichrist, and then said that there were
some to whom God would send “stromg delusiom, that they should
believe a lie: that they all mighti be damned who believed not
the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” The apostle’s
heart was so heavily burdened with that sorrowful theme that he
was glad to turn his pen to quite a different subject, and therefore
he wrote, “ But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you,
brethren beloved of the Lord.” Just now, there is a general opinion
that the growth of Popery in this land is most alarming, and that
the declension of vital godliness is very serious; and while we
do not, fully agree with the alarmists, we are obliged to admit that
these are times of peculiar peril. The tendency of those who look
only at the black side of the question is to fret and worry, and ta
feel that God’s Church is in danger. Brethren, I would not have
you shut your eyes to the dangers by which we are surrounded,
but I would not have you dispirited by them. There are etil}
many saints left in the world; there are still some who, like thome
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in Sardis, have not defiled their garments; there are still some wha
follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth; there are still ‘
earnest and faithful testifiers to the truth as it is in Jesus; so,
although you may mourn over the evils of the times, you are bound
to give thanks always to God that there are some “brethrem
beloved of the Lord ” still left upon the face of the earth. David
spoke of the saints that were om the earth in his day as
“the excellent, in whom is all my delight;” and Bavid’s Lord,
our blessed Master, no doubt found no small solace, as a
man, in associating with Mary, and Martha, and Lazarus,
for he seems to have withdrawn from the multitude who
mocked and scoffed, and to have retired into the privacy
of domestic piety, and there to have found joy and comfort
in the midst of the happy family that was so closely attached to
him. There are still in the world many of the precious sons of
Zion who are comparable to fine gold, and concerning whom the Lord,
says, ““ They shall be mine in that day, when I make up my jewels.”
Be wise, my brethrem, and let it be said of you as it was said of
themy of old, “They that feared the Lord spake offen ome ta
another,” for there is comfort to be found in the society of God’s
saints, let the times be never so perilous and dark.

But I would advance a step beyond this preliminary observation,
and remark that, when things are outwardly not as the children of
God would like them to be, and when there is much within them
that is not as it should be, they may often derive much solace by
reflecting upon their true condition in the sight of God in connection
with the Lord Jesus Christ. Brethren and sisters in Christ, I know
that many of you have grievous trials to endure; and I am well
aware that, if you look within, you will see much that will distress.
you. You will perceive that the old Adam still lurks within yow,
and that notwithstanding all the force that has been brought
against him by divine grace, he is still far too vigorous. It is true
that some of you have also to suffer from poverty, and that your lob
is a very hard ome; yet we are bound to give thanks alway to
God for you, and you are yourselves bound to give thanks on your
own behalf because, notwithstanding your poverty, and notwith-
standing your infirmity, and notwithstanding even the sin of which
you have such cause to mourn, you are still “beloved of the Lord,”
and in the person of Jesus Chrish you are ““ without spot, or wrinkle,
or any such thing. When faith recognizes the vital union which
exists between Christ and the soul, and realizes the consequent.
blessedness and security of the saint, then it cries, “I am bound to
give thanks alway unto God, for I am still beloved of the Lord
notwithstanding all that causes me often to weep and mourn.”

It is my purpose, this evening, to invite all of you who are
trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ to contemplate your true standing
jn the sight ef God, that you may be uplifted from the dunghills
of your complainings, shake off the ashes of your dowbts, unwind the
sackcloth of your fears, put on your beautiful garments of holy
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rejoicing, and sing aloud unto him through whose grace you are
made worthy to be called “brethren beloved of the Lord.” There
are two topics on which I have to speak ; first, the titles mentioned
in the text ; and, sccondly, the wearers of those titles.

I. Tirst, then, let us think for a while of TEE TITLES
MENTIONED IN THE TEXT: ‘ Brethrem” and ‘“beloved of the Lord.”

“Brethren” is a very special word, the utterance of it awakens
an echo in every believer’s heart. It is naturally a silver word,
but spiritually God has transmuted it into gold. I do not wonder
that a certain sect has appropriated this title, yet we equally claim
the name of “brethren” as our own, and we share it with all who
are the children of God by faith in Jesus Christ. The title
“brethren ” is very hallowed and very precious to us; let us try
to find out what it implies.

First, it indicates a common nature. Whatever opinions any
may hold concerning the unity of the human race, there can be no
difference of opinion about the unity of nature in those who aze
born of the same parents. Where should I expect to find a person
more in sympathy with mryself than my own brother?  Where
should I expect to find, bemeath the cope of heaven, another soul
that should be more akin to mine than the soul of my brother? If
there be not peace and love between us, where can they be found?
However much we may differ from one another in some respects,
there must be certain lineaments of feature or traits of character
in. which we are alike. But even if this is not so naturally, it
certainly is so spiritually. All believers are alike partakers of the
divine nature ; we are all equally begotten again unto a lively hope
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. The inner life
of all true Christiang is the same; there is not a Baptist life and
a Methodist life, or a Nonconformist life and a Church of England
life. The divine life is one wherever it is bestowed. The life of
wy hand and the life of my foot are ome and the same, pulsating
from the same central source, and maintained by the same power ;
and the life of God is the same iw all the members of the mystical
body of Christ. This is something more than brotherhood; that
idea does not cover the whole truth although it includes much of
it.  There ig a distinct unity of nature in all the saints of the
living God. Hence, brethren, I never can tolerate any attempts ta
limit communion between those who are really ome in Christ. It
always seems to me that it would be an infraction of the divine law
if I were to say to a brother in Christ that I could not commune
with him because of cerbain minor matters in which we do not
quite agree. Besides, whether I am willing to do so or not, I
cannot help communing with him, for heis a part of Christ's
mystical body of which I also am a part; so that, unless I could
myself geb out of that body, or he could get out of it, which is
impossible for either of us, I must remain in spiritual communion
with him whatever I may do concerning the outward and visible
symbols of that communion. Nay, more than that, if I could go
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to heaven, and that brother still tarried here upon the earth, our
communion would not be broken, for Dr. Watts was right when
he sang,—
“The saints on earth, and all the dead,
But one communion make;
All join in Christ, their living Head,
And of his grace partake.”

The termy “brethren” also implies a common experience. The
brethren in an earthly family have the same parents, they live in
the same house, they partake of the same food, they share all the
privileges and varied experiences of the same household. So is it
with those who are of the household of faith, the family of God.
Their experiences may vary even as one child in the home differs
from another, but there i1s much more similarity than there is
diversity in the experiences of the living children of the living
God. Wa have all been brokem in pieces, we have all been bound
up, we have all been emptied, we have all been brought to the
cross, we have all been led by ome Spirit to drink of the same
precious truth. We have not all subscribed to the same creed, yet
in substance and in effect the doctrine of all the children of God
is to a large extent identical. They rely for salvation upon the
atoning sacrifice of Christ, and therein they are all ome. Their
pilgrim path is through the same wilderness, they eat the same
manna, they drink of the same Rock, they are led by the same
cloudy-fiery pillar, and they come at last to the same heavenly
Canaan, and go no more out for ever. They are and they must
be one, not only because they are one in nature, but because the
various processes through which that nature has to pass are so
largely the same.

More than this, the title “brethren’ implies that we love one
another. It is said that there is a lack of love in certain churches
that profess to be Christian. Well, perhaps there is; I am not
going to be an acouser of the brethren in that respect; but I believe
thers is a great deal more love existing among Christians than many

imagine. Possibly, those who say there is a lack of love
in our midst judge by the state of their own hearts, while thosa
who really love the saints find that the saints also love them. Do
not suppose, dear friends, because the preacher has sometimes to
proclaim very unpalatable truths, and because he sometimes delivers
his message im stern tones, that therefore he has not a tender heart.
Fidelity to the truth requires that it should be spoken im such a
fashion as to secure public attentiom, and this involves the use of
great plainness of speech, and a manner of delivery which some
may resent; and the man who honestly and fearlessly acts thus is
more acceptable to God, and has far greater and truer love in his
heart than the ome who says, “Peace, peace,” when there is no
peace. As I hate Satan and all his works, so my soul hates every
false doctrine in this church and in every church; but as I love
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God and all that God loves, so am I desirous to love every child
of the loving God ; and I will further say that, not only do 1 desire
to love every child of God, but I think Lreally doso. Do you not feel,
beloved brethren and sisters in Christ, whenever you meeb a
believer in Jesus, and begin to talk of the things that belong to his
kingdom, you have fellowship with him in heart and spirit even
though you had never seen him before? When we talk of Jesus,
our love to one another soon begins to flow. The true basis of our
communion with one another is that we are ome in Christ Jesus,
and that uniom manifests itself in love to all who are, as our text
puts it, “brethren beloved of the Lord.”

This word ‘““brethren” is a far-reaching word, for it further
implies that all Christians have a commom Father. Let all
believers rejoice that they can unite im saying, “Our Father, who
art in heaven.” There 13 a straight line from my heart to the
heart of God, and so there is from your heart, my brother or my
gister in Christ, so our Father’s heart is our common meeting place.
We were there in purpose before this world was created, wea are
there by faith at this moment, and we shall be there by blessed
experience when this world has passed away, and time shall be
no more. Having the same Father, we shara equally in that
Father's love. We may not always feel the same love to all our
brebhren and sisters in Christ, but God’s lova to us and his love
to them knows no variatiom. I trust you all realize that our
Father is quite impartial in his love to all his children, and that
all who are truly members of his family through their wnion to
Christ shall have an equal share of it. Hence the tie of Christian
brotherhood becomes a very solemn and a very precious thing, for
it not only binds us fast to our Father in heaven, but it also binds
us dlosely to one another. I pray that the members of this church
may always acb toward each other as brethrem in Christ. I wish
that amongst all the saints there might be a sort of spiritual free-
masonry so that, whenever we might meet, we sheuld recognize
one another by the holy grip of Christian love. There are certain
sacred passwords that are common to all the saints, and I will defy
the hypocrite or the worldling to pronounce them aright; or if he
should be able to utter them with his lips, ha can never really
know their meaning in his heart. There are certain experiences
that cannot be learned without the teaching of the Holy Spirit.
There i3 a certain way of speaking about Christ that can never be
acquired as a parrot learns to talk. There is a certain ring which
God gives to his gold which is never bestowed upon baser metal,
and there js a certain something about a true child of God which
enables him to recognize others of the same family, and which also
enables them to recognize him; so that, when they come together,
their hearts leap up at the thought that they are ““brethren beloved
of the Lord.”

Perhaps I have lingered too long over that first title, so now I
must turn to the second one, “beloved of the Lord.” You do nob






