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+ Josus saith unto them, Believe yo that I am able to do this ?”’—Matthew ix. 28.*

I want to lay special emphasis on the word “this” in the text:
“Believe ye that I am able to do this?” The question of Jesus
referred to one particular thing; it was not intended to apply to
the general power of Christ to heal the sick or to raise the dead,
but it concerned the specific malady from which those two men
were suffering, and the question meant, did they believe that
Christ was able to cure their blindness? Among professing
Christians, there is much so-called faith that is not really faith.
Many ‘of us profess much more in our creeds than we believe in
our hearts, and we hold a great deal more in theory than we do
in reality. For instance, I suppose there is no professor of religion
here who would dispute the power of the Lord Jesus Christ to
do anything and everything; we believe that he has all power in
heaven and in earth ; and yet, if it came to be a matter of personal
detail, and he said to us, “Believe ye that I am able to do this?”
we might not all be able to answer as promptly and as confidently
as the blind men did, “Yea, Lord.”

I. I am going to speak about this matter, and I start with the
very simple statement that rFAITH, IN 80 FAR AS IT I8 TRUE, DEALS
IMMEDIATELY WITH THE CASE IN HAND.

* Other Sermons by Mr. Spurgeon, upon verses 27 to 30, are No. 1,355 in Metropolitan
Tabernacle Pulpit, * Our Lord’s Question to the Blind Men ;’’ and No. 1,660, * The
Plain Man’s Pathway to Peace.”
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True faith believes that Jesus Christ is “able to do this.” It
believes, of course, that he is able to do twenty thousand other
things, bub ot believes specially that he is “able to do this,’—to
forgive this sin of which I am so deeply conscious, to remove this
trial with which I am now so sorely afflicted, to sustain me under this
temptation which so fiercely assails me, to strengthen me to accom-
plish this duty which so clearly devolves upon me. As each special
case arises, faith will exercise itself upon that particular thing,
and believe that Christ is “able to do thes.”

There are solemn thoughts comnected with unbelief concerning
“this” which Christ is able to do. Over there is a brother who
is in such a plight that he thinks there is no way of deliverance
for himy out of it. He has a task before him which he hardly dares
ask hiy Lord to enable him to perform because he lacks the
necessary faith in his Lord’s power and willingness to help him.
Now, my dear friend, as you are in doubt in this case, I want to
ask you what is to prevent you from doubting in the next difficulty
that occurs to you, and them in the next after that, and so on.
You say that it is only wpon this one point that you are in doubts,
and that you think you have very good reasons for not believing
in this particular case; but the next circumstance that occurs to
you will very probably furnish you with just as weighty reasoms
for doubting, and so will it be with each succeeding case as it
arises. It seems to me that you are shut up to this alternative,
either to trust God in this case or else to confess that you do not
intend to believe bim in any case. I know you will urge that the
presemt case is a very peculiar one, but I shall remind you that
the next one will also be a very peculiar one. I have not lived as
long as some of you have; but, during the years that I have
been able to observe what has been passing around me, I have
noticed that every year of my life has been a crisis in the affairs
of the nation; at least, so the papers have always told us, and so
have some good people always told us. I think iti is very likely
that the present time is a most solemn crisis, and I also think,
with equally good reason, that this is a most solemn crisis in your
history, and that, if you do not believe now, you are not likely
to believe in the next crisis that comes to you. The fact is, you
must either believe God always or you must never believe him.
If you think Christ is not “able to do this,”—forgive this sin,
remove this trial, overcome this temptation, or strengthen you for
this duty,—you will probably think the same when the next testing
times comes. )

Moreover, it seems to me that, if you doudbt God concernming any
one trial, you give up the whole case. You would have me believe
that your present trial is very peculiar and strange. Well, suppose
T admit that it is; yet still, if you do not believe concerning this,
you have given up the whole case, for what Christ claims is
omnipotence, and if there be any one thing that he cannot do, then
he is not omnipotent. If there be any one heart too hard for him
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to break, if there be any one sin too strong for him to enable me
to abandon it, then he is not omnipotent. If you look this thought
fairly in the face, I think you will scarcely dare to rob your Lord
of one of the most glorious of his attributes. You would surely
hesitate to put forth that right hand of yours to snatch from his
crown one of its most precious gems; no, you would sconer lose
your life than commit so traitorous a crime as that, yet you do
practically commit it if you do not believe that he is ““able to do
this,” whatever “this” may be, and henceforth you do virtually
say that he is not almighty.

Besides, your doult concerning God's power sets up a mew god.
Do you start in alarm at that statement? It is true, for that
which is mightiest in the world is God; but if there be anything
which surpasses the power of God, something that is more potent
than omnipotence, that something must be god! I only put the
matter thus to show you that you are obliged to believe that God
can deliver you out of your present desperate plight, or else you
must become an idolater; you must feel that your difficulties and
trials are greater than God, and therefore you deify them! Of
oourse you do not mean to do that; you feel a cold shiver go
through you at the bare thought of such blasphemy, yet you
practically do it whenever you doubt that God is “able to do thes,”
whatever “this” may be. '

Further, to doubt God’s power to do this,” whatever it may be,
is smpugning every attribute of the dwine character. 1 could prove
this if I had the time, but I will indicate only one attribute of
God, that is, his truthfulness. Take such a promise as this, “He
shall call upon me, and I will answer him:: I will be with him in
trouble;” now, if you doubt God’s power to fulfil that promise, you
practically impugn. his veracity. = Can you calmly contemplate
such a sin as that would be? Yet it seems to me that you cannot
avoid committing that sin unless now, by simple faith, you believe
that he is “able to do thes.” Bub grant that God is omnipotent,
once really accept that truth in your heart, and then you will feel
that there remains no strait into which you can be brought out
of which he cannot deliver you, and that there is no temptation
which may assail you from which he cannot preserve you, and that
there can be no position of peril in which he cannot protect you,
and out of which he cannot bring you unharmed. May the Holy
Spirit graciously reveal to us the unsafe, treacherous, boggy pit
that would swallow us up if we doubt that God is “able to do
this,” and may he enable us to realize that it is safe walking and
happy walking when we walk by faith!

II. My second statement, which is as simple as the first, is that
TRUE FAITH, ESPECIALLY IN THE MATTER OF SALVATION, MUST BE
PERSONAL.

If I have any true faith in Christ at all, I must believe that he
is “able to do this;” that is, that he is able to do for me what
he has done for many who are now in glory, and what he is
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doing for many who are rejoicing in his salvation here on
earth. I know that T am addressing many who believe in the
Bible; at least you say that you do, and that you believe that
Jesus Christ is able to do everything. That is the theory of your
faith, yet you do not believe this, that Jesus Christ is able now to
save you. You have got an idea in your mind that, for some reason
or other, on account of some want of preparation in you, or for
some equally foolish reason, the simple act of faith in Christ would
not be the means of bringing salvation to your soul. You imagine
that your case is not one that is covered by the promise of God,
or encompassed by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.

If that is what you think, that Christ cannot save you, why do
you not doubt whether he can save any others! In fact, why do
you not doubt whether he can save any sinner who ever lived? You
tell me that your case is a very peculiar one. I will grant you
that, but then the case of the next sinner you meet will also be a
peculiar one; he is as honest a man as you are, and he will tell
you that there is something very peculiar about his case. I have
very seldom talked with any persom under conviction of sin who
did not think that his case was different from that. of anybody else,
and very surprised has he been when I have told him that his
words just described my own experience when I was under con-
viction of sin. If you believe that Christ cannot save you because
of some peculiarity in your case, is it not equally reasonable or
unreasonable that you should believe that he cannot save another
sinner because of some peculiarity in his case? In this way you
would soon get to believe that Jesus Christ cannot save at all.
“No,” you say, “I shall never believe that.” But that is practic-
ally what you do believe. You do not believe that Jesus Christ is
a potent Saviour; you may think that you do, but if the matter
were put to the test, and you regarded every other sinner’s case
ag you regard your own, there would be just as good reason to
suppose every other case to be hopeless as to conclude that there is
no hope of salvation for yourself. If you are strictly reasomable in
your belief, you must either believe that Christ can save you or
that he can save nobody at all.

Then, as I said before under the previous head, if you do not
believe that Christ can save you, you give up the whole case. You
have probably all of you held, as one of the undisputed articles
of the Christian faith, that Christ is omnipotent; but supposing
that your case is one in which his blood has no cleansing eﬂicapy,
supposing that you are so vile that he cannot and will not receive
you, supposing that your heart is so hard that he cannot soften it,
then he is not omnipotent. That is as clear as anything can be,
for here is a case that has defied and defeated him. Oh! tell it
not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of Askelon, that there
is a man here who professes to believe the Bible, yet he holds that
Christ is not omnipotent. “Oh!” you say, “I do not hold that.”
But you do practically hold it, for if you thought him to be
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omnipotent, you must conclude that he is “able to do thds,” that is,
to save you.

More than that, disbelieving Christ's power to save in your own
case 13 virtually making yourself god. ‘““Oh, no!” you say, in horror
at the bare mention of such a thing, “I never did that.” Stay a
moment, and let me prove it to you. You believe that there is
something in you which cannot be overcome by divine power, you
think that there is something in you which makes it impossible
that you should be saved. Now listen, the most mighty of all
forces must belong to Deity; but if there be in you some force of
wickedness, some hardness of heart, some obstinate wilfulness which
you imagine God really cannot overcome, then you are practically
making out that the evil in you is more powerful than omnipotence
and greater than God! Is not this very strange as well as very
wicked? You thought you were making yourself out toi be very
humble, but it turns out that you are very proud, lifting up
yourself to the very throne of God, and seeking to usurp his place.
This is what you are practically doing when you assume that
Christ is not “able to do this,” that is, to save you. My dear
friend, look at the emormous guilt in which such unbelief would
involve you, and start back from it with the utmost abhorrence,
and believe that Christ is mighty to save, yea, that he is almighty
to save even you. :

I say again, as I said upon the first part of my subject, this unbelief
of yours impugns all the divine attributes. In believing that Christ
cannot save you, you are dishonouring the character of God in: the
person of his well-beloved Son, for you have set a limit to his
power although he said that all power in heaven and in earth had
beem given to him. When he asks, “Is my arm shortened that it
cannot save you?’ you answer, “Yes, Lord.” When he says, “Is
my ear heavy that it cannot hear your cry?’ you reply, “Yes,
Lord.” You may not dare to say it with your lips, but you really
mean it in your heart, and that is even worse. You are denying
the truth of Christ’s promise. He said, “Come unto me, all ye
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest;” yet
you say, ‘“Lord, I would come unto thee, but I should never get
any rest. I would trust thee, but I should never be saved.”
You suppose either that Christ has promised more than he can
perform, not knowing that he was doing so, which iy impugning
his omniscience, or that he has deliberately promised more than he
knew that he could do, which is impugning his truthfulness and
honour. He has commanded that this message should be preached
to every creature in all the world, “He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved.” He also said that “he that believeth
on the Son hath everlasting life.” This is his declaration
oomcerning ev believing soul, so that, if you believe on him,
1t i3 not possible that your case should be beyond the limit of
his power to save. I am not talking now about his willingness
to save; if I were, I would speak just as confidently; but just now






