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‘“Is not this the enter’s son ? is not his mother called Mary ? ani his brethren,
James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? And his sisters, are they n>t all with us?
Whence then hath this man all these things ? "'—Matthew xii. 65, 58.

WHaEN our Saviour was upon this earth, there were some persons
who, having had their eyes divinely opemed, could see his true
beauty, and who admired his every action, and said, “ He hath done
all things well.” But there were others, whose eyes were blinded by
sin, and malice, and prejudice, who could see nothing good in him
at all. Because he ate and drank as other men did, they said,
“Behold a gluttonous man and a winebibber.” They said that his
zeal was only pretence or else madness; and when he cast out evil
spirits by his almighty power, they said, “He casteth out devils
through Beelzebub the chief of the devils.” There were some who
wondered at his wisdom and his mighty works, and who did not
know whether to consider him a prophet of God or a Divine Being,
but there were others who could only see the carpemter’'s human
son, whose mother’s name was Mary, and whose brethren and
sisters were all well-known ordinary people. The language of the
text is the language of many who are living to-day, for while others
seo in Christ everything to admire, these cavillers see no beauty in
him, and just put him on a level with others with whom they are
acquainted.

It seems to me that we have here two views of Christ’s person,
the estimation of prejudice and the estimation of piety; and two
views of Christ’s relations, in which we also have the estimation of
prejudice and the estimation of piety.
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I. First, we will consider THE Two VIEws or CHRIST'S PERSON
the view of prejudice and the view of piety. ’

Prejudice’ could mnot dispute the fact of Christ's wisdom and
mighty works, so it sought to disparage him by saying, “ After all,
he is only a carpenter’s som, just the son of an ordinary artisan.
Shall a prophet rise up from among the chips in the carpenter’s
shop? Shall we sit at the feeb of the man who is simply a toiler
at the carpenter's bench!” Prejudice may seem very wise in its
own esteem, but ¢ s really very foolish. Ta be prejudiced against
a truth because of the lowly origin of him who proclaims it is most
manifest folly. Is a pearl to be rejected because it was found in a
shell that is itself of no value? Would not a wise man pick up a
diamond from a dunghill if he saw ome flashing there? Even if
the occupation of a carpenter had been a degrading ome, which it
certainly was not, yet, if his son has something to say that is worth
hearing, is he not a fool who will not listen to it because it is
uttered by the carpemter’s son? If from the lips of Jesus of
Nazareth a stream of divine wisdom was poured forth, is it not
most egregious folly to refuse to receive it because he was reputed
to be the son of Joseph the carpenter? If he speaks as no other
man ever spoke, if his doctrine iy more sublime than that of any
other teacher, if the morality which he inculcates is more pure
and more heavenly than that of any other leader of men, what
matters it that he is the carpenter’s son!?

¢ He whom man with scorn refuses,
‘Whom the favour’d nation hates,
He it is Jehovah chooses,
Him the highest place awaits ;
Kings and princes
Shall do homage at his gates.”

But while prejudice is thus very foolish, #¢ is also very frequent.
There are many persons who put an extinguisher on the candle,
and then try to light it. For instance, in listening to a certain
preacher, they make up their mind that he cannot say anything
that can be beneficial to them, and them they wonder that they
are not edified; it would be a wonder if they were. Those who
hear the Word only to cavil ati it will probably be left to cavil to
their life’s end; for, while the Spirit of God explains difficulties
to the sincere seeker after truth, those difficulties which men
themselves make often lead them to make more and more so that
they continually plunge deeper and yet deeper in the mire. Bub
what a dreadful thing it is that prejudice makes men even object
to the gospel of Christ! They say that it is so simple, so common-
place that it will not do for them. T have heard some, who ought
to know betber, say, whem they have heard the simple
preached, “Oh, yes! ‘Believe and live’ is a very proper message
to the multitude, but something more profound than that i needed
for thinking men,” meaning themselves, as if they were the only
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thoughtful people in the world. Well, sirs, if you are prejudiced
against the gospel because of its simplicity, may God disarm that
prejudice, and bring you to see that it is its simplicity which is its
glory, and which makes it the means of rescuing sinners from the
ruin into which their guilt has sunk them.

Prejudice against Christ is also exceedingly sinful. If it really
19 true that he is the Son of God, it is very shameful that he should
not have a hearing because he stooped so low as to become “the
carpenter’s som.” If the magnificence of his benevolence led him
to empty himself, and to become despised and rejected of men,
shall the splendour of his love close my ears to the message of
salvation that he sends to me? That he who was one with his
Father in glory should condescend to lie as a babe in Bethlehem’s
manger, and to go about among men as the reputed son of the
carpenter of Nazareth, is cause for reverence, for admiration, for
love, for gratitude, yet some for this very reason are prejudiced
against him. If the gospel had been suitable only to philosophers
and men of learning, what a vast majority of mankind would have
been left without any hope of salvation! Shall that almighty
grace which has made it a gospel suitable to all classes and con-
ditions of mem become a reason why prejudice shall turn its back
upon it? Surely it is better to be saved by “the carpenter’s som
than to be lost, better to emter heaven through him who was
‘“despised and rejected of men ” than to be shut up in hell through
not believing in him, better to receive a crown of life from the
hand of him who was crucified on Calvary than to receive the
sentence of condemnation from the mouth of the Judge when he
sitteth upon the great white throne in all the glory of his Father
and of his holy angels.

If any of you, dear friends, have a prejudice against any form
of Scriptural truth, I pray you to shake it off. We are all apt to
be prejudiced in one way or another, and it needs great grace to
keep us clear of the evil; so let us be on our guard against it.
Give the gospel a fair consideration, and very specially and
impartially weigh in the scales of sound judgment the doctrine of
the atoning sacrifice of Christ. Sit down at the foot of the cross,
and study the wounds of Jesus, and do not pour contempt and
scorn_upon him until you have found good reason toi do so, and
that 1 am sure you never will do. Shake off all prejudice, again I
entreat you, for it is a deadly disease, which may prove eternally
fatal to you.

Now let us turn away from prejudice, and see what piety thinks
concerning Christ.  As piety asks, “Is not this the carpenter’s
son!” she admires his condescension. Piety is not ashamed of Jesus
of Nazareth evem though she supposes that he worked in the
carpenter’s shop. On the contrary, she is full of admiration for
the Son of God who stooped so low as to be known as the som of
Joseph, and who, in that capacity, was obediemt to his earthly
parents, and assisted in the manual labour in which the carpenter
engaged. Piety does not think any the less of the Saviour because
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he wore the garb of a working-man, but she considers it to be to
his honour that he laid aside his honour, and she regards him as
having more glory when he laid aside his glory than when he wore
it. I long to see my Lord Jesus Christ in heaven, but I think T
would almost as gladly have seen him in the carpenter’s shop. 1
delight in the thought that I shall see him on the throne, but I
sometimes wish that I could have seen him on the cross, for it was
there that his love reached its climax as he bore our sins in his
own body on the tree.

Piety is all the more pleased with Christ because, when he
condescended to be a man, ke joined the working classes. There
are and always will be, and very properly so, different social grades
among men, but the difference between a carpenter and a gentle-
man 18, to my mind, so slight that I cannot perceive it. We are
all very much alike when we are sitting in the house of God, and
when we are lying upon the bed of sickness, and especially when
we are sleeping in the silent tomb; yet, if our Saviour had come
to this earth as one of the upper classes of society, I can fancy my
lords and ladies saying, ‘“Oh, yes! we have much fellowship with
the King of the Jews as we think how he rode through Jerusalem
in his gorgeous chariot of state attended by such a brilliant
retinue;” but I can imagine how working-men might then have
said, “He hag little or nothing in common with us; he does not
know what it is to earn his daily bread by hard manual labour.”
But “the carpenter’s son” says, “Oh, yes! I do know that, and 1
understand your ways, and I am more familiar with poverty than
many of you are. Most if not all of you have a home to go to
when your day’s work is done, but I had not where to lay my head,
so you are better off than I was.” Jesus of Nazareth can fully
sympathize with the pooiest of the poor, yet at the same time he
is higher than the highest in the land, for he is King of kings and
Lord of lords. Those who have the greatest intellectual power
may well sit at his feet, for he is wisdom incarnate; and the
feeblest and poorest may draw nigh to him even as they did when
he was upon the earth. We who toil mentally and you who toil
physically may rejoice that Christ also was a toiler. When I see
a notice about sermons to working-mem, I think to myself, “Waell,
whoever else is or ig not a working-man, I know that I am one, and
that I work very hard.” It is quite a mistake to suppose that
those of us who do not carry burdens on our backs, or follow the
plough, or wield an axe do not therefore work. The most wearing
kind of work is that which has to do with the brain and the mind,
so I claim the Saviour as having fellowship with me, and you
workers who love his name love him all the better because he also
was a worker. He was no lazy lie-abed, he was not one who slept
or dawdled away his time; he toiled ab the carpenter’s bemnch, and
afterwards he said of his life’s service, “I must work the works of
him that sent me, while it is day;” “My meat is to do the will of
him that sent me, and to finish his work.”

Piety is grateful to Christ for being “the carpenter's son”
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because she recollects that he i3 the type of the kingdom which
he governs. When the carnal eye looks at Christ, it sees only a
carpenter ; but the spiritual eye can see “the King in his beauty ”
in the garb of a working-man. He who saws the wood and guides
the plane and drives the nails is the great Creator, without whom
was not anything made that was made. What was true of Christ
ig in a measure true of his Church and of his gospel too. The
Church of Christ often appears to be merely a company of obscure
and insignificant folk, yet that Church is “‘the bride, the Lamb’s
wife;” and that gospel which is often despised because of its
simplicity is “the power of God unto salvation to every one that
believeth.” The outward show of the spiritual kingdom. is very
little even as it was when Christ was known as the son of a
carpenter, yet all the while he was the Son of God from heaven.
I do not know if I cam get this truth into the mind of every
Christian here, but I should like to do so. The outward form of
the Christian Church and the mere letter of gospel doctrine may
appear to be poor and mean; just so, it is the carpenter’s Church
and the carpenter’s gospel; but “the carpenter’s son” was the Son
of God, and as he 19 in his Church we may say of it, “Jehovah-
shammah,” “the Lord is there;” and the preaching of the gospel
is no mere repetition of the dull, dead letter, but it is God march-
ing forth in majesty proclaiming mercy to every sinner who
believes in his Son, Jesus Christ. Be you content to remain
unknown, Christian, this is the carpenter’s kingdom ; the kingdom
of the King in his glory is yet to be revealed.

‘“ It doth not yet appear
How great we must be made;
But when we see our Saviour here,
We shall be like our Head.”

“Is not this the carpemnter’s son?” Ay, ib is; but there is a
divine splendour concealed beneath that lowly form. Some of the
early fathers and old writers used to delight in expressing strange
ideas concerning ‘““the carpenter’s son.” Julian the apostate, as he
19 called, once asked & certain Christian, “What do you think the
carpenter’s son is doing now?” ‘“Making coffins for yow and for
all his enemies,” was the prompt reply. If that is not literally
what he is doing, we may depend upon it that it will go ill with
those who say of him, “We will not have this Man to reign over
ug,” for we remember the solemn conclusion of the parable of the
pounds, “Those mine enemies, which would not that I should reign
over them, bring hither, and slay them before me.” Ome old
writer says, “ Christ was a carpenter, and a rare carpenter tco, for
he made a ladder that reaches all the way from earth to heaven,
and up that ladder souls are comtinually ascending to the palace
which he has gone to prepare for them.” That is a quaint way of
describing how Christ has bridged the gulf between guilty sinners
and their offended God by his atoning sacrifice. Happy are they






