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«Till I come, give attendance to reading.”—1I. Timothy iv. 13.

Or course, this counsel and exhortation is intended primarily as a
direction to Christian ministers, and especially to young Christian
ministers. They must read much if they are to be profitable to
others as preachers. There used to be a very stupid comceit in
some sections of the Church, that if a minister read extensively he
would only give forth stale truth, or what some simpletons called,
“dead men’s brains.” Memn have now learned, however, that he
will be most fresh and original in his own thoughts who most
diligently cultivates his mind by studying and pondering the
thoughts of other minds. He who never quotes, will never be
quoted, and he who does not read is not very likely to be read.
Of course, the first thing the minister needs is to be taught of the
Spirit, but then the question is—How does the Spirit teach? He
teaches, no doubt, mainly through the Word and through our own
experimental acquaintance with that Word, bub if he pleases to
reveal a truth to another man, and I will not read that truth as it
has been recorded by that other man, I have neglected the teaching
of the Spirit of God. You know, with regard to the Saviour’s
miracles, that there was not ome of them that was unmnecessary.
He never did a thing by miracle which could have been performed
by the ordinary laws of nature. So is it with the teaching of the
Spirit. I have no right to expect that the Spirit will reveal truth
to me without the use of a book when I can find it out for myself
with the book. “The Holy Spirib helpeth our infirmities,” bub
not our idlenesses. He is given to us on purpose that he may help
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us wherein we are weak, but not that we may be indulged wherein
we are slothful. I have sometimes had the unutterable misery of
listening to a sermon which has been professedly dictated by the
Spirit of God, bub in which it was clear, that the preacher had
never thought upon the subject before he spoke, and I can only
say that I was quite at a loss to perceive any peculiar beauty in
the sermion, nor did I see anything at all which made it as a source
of edification superior to a sermon which had been prepared by
someone else. I thoughti I detected a good many traits of human
isg[;mance, and but very few traces of the working of the Holy
irit.

There are many young fellows here to-night who are preparing
for the ministey. I shall not, however, enlarge on this point, but
shall only press on their earnest consideration and their most
devout meditation, this inspired exhortation, which is not mine,
nor even an apostle’s omly, but the exhortation of the Holy Spirit
of God through the apostle. “Give attemdance to reading.” If
brethren you would bless God’s Church, and train up a band of
really intelligent Christians, do not be always appealing to the
emotions only, but give out also good, sound, strong gospel
doctrine, and illustrate the doctrine, so as to expound and com-
mend to others. Do this especially by reading the words of the
greatest masters in Seripture theology, and these will prove your
delightful and dear companions, and your splendid helpers in
making your ministry richly profitable to your hearers.

This, however, is not our special subject for to-night. This same
exhortation so peculiarly suitable to the minister, will suit all his
hearers too, because the ministry is nob a religious caste peculiar
to somee few ; but, we are all of us to teach others acoording as God
shall teach us; and im order that we may be useful m our sphere,
as the minister is im his, we must adopt the same means to fit
ourselves for our high privilege, and to prepare us to be used by
God; and, as the minister without reading will have but little
power, so will it be with Christians in general. “Give attendance
to reading ” is an exhortation which I would press upon most of
you, especially those of you who have leisure, and who are not
called to exhausting labours which take up all your time.

I am nob, however, going to keep so dlosely to my text as merely
to exhort you to read. I want to ask you to read Ged's Word.
That scems to me to be the Christian's book. You may read other
books, and your mind may thereby be well-furnished with spiritual
things, but if you keep to the Word of God, though you may be
deficient in many points of a liberal education, you will not be
deficient in the education that will fit you for blessed service here,
for the service of skies, for communion with God on earth, and
communion with Christ in glory.

My object this evening is to say a few things about how to read
the Bible. Last Thursday night we spoke ati length upon God’s
Word and as to ite excellencies. To-night, I think it fitting that
we should speak a little about how to read that Word with greatest
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profit to our souls. In doing so we shall hope to comsider seven
precepts all bearing powerfully upon this important matter. Our
first, precept shall be—I. READ AND DEPEND on the Spirit of God.
How often do we open the sacred book and read a chapter through,
perhaps at family-prayer, or perhaps in our own private devotions,
and having read from the first verse to the last, we shut up the
book, thinking we have dome something very right and very proper,
and in a vague way somehow profitable to us. Very right and
very proper indeed, and yet, right and proper as the thing is, we
may really have gained nothing thereby. We may, in fact, have
only drilled ourselves in the merely external part of religiom, and
may not have enjoyed anything spiritual, or anything that can be
beneficial to our souls, if we have forgotten the divime Spirit
through whom the Word has come to us.

ht we not even to remember that in order properly to
understand the holy Word we need to have the Holy Sparit fo be
hts own ezpositor? The hymn says concerning Providemce—

‘“ God is his own interpreter,
And he will make it plain ; ¥

and certainly it is so with regard to the Scriptures. Commentators
and expositors are very useful indeed, but the best expositor is
always the author of a book himself. If I had a book which I did
not quite understand, it would be a very great convemience to me
to live next door to the author, for them I could run in, and ask
him what he meant. This is just your positiom, Christian. The
baok will sometimes puzzle you, but the divine author, who must
know his own meaning, is ever ready to lead you into ite meaning.
He dwelleth in you, and shall be with you, and saith Christ Jesus,
“When he, the Spirit of truth is come, he shall lead you into
all truth.”

But to understand the Word is not enough. We need also that
he make us to feel its power. How can we do this except through
the Holy Ghost? “Thy Word hath quickened me,” O God, but it
is only as thou didst quicken me through it. The Word of God
i to be read literally, but “it is the letter that killeth,” only
“fhe Spirit giveth life,” and, excellent as are its statements, yet
even they have no spiritual force in themselves. - Unless the Holy
Ghost shall fill them even they shall become as wells without
water, and as clouds without rain. Have you not often found it
so, yourselves? I appeal now to your own experience. You have
sometimes read a portion of Scripture, and the page has seemed to
glow, your heart has burned within you, and you have said that
the Word came home to you with power.

Just so; but it was the Holy Spirit who was bringing it close
home to your spirit in its true power and making it a sweet: savour
of 1fe unto life to you. At other times, you may have read the
very same passage, and missed painfully the sweetness which once
you had tasted, and lost the lovely light that once flashed from it
upon your mind’s eye.



424 METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE PULPIT.

Everything must depend upom the Spirit speaking through i,
for even: the light of the Word of God is to a great extent but
moonlight, that is to say, it is a reflection of the light which
streams from God himself, who is the one, the true source of light.
If God shineth not upon; the Word when we read it, then the Word
shineth not back upom us, but becomes a dark Word to us, or as
one gaith ‘“rather an obscuration than a revelation, rather com~
cealing Giod from us, than revealing him to us. Look up, reader!
the next time the book is in thy hands, look up before thou openest
it, and while thine eye is running down the page, look up and pray
that God would shine upon ib; and when the chapter is finished
and thou puttest the book away, afford a minute again to look up
and ask his blessing. If by reading the Scriptures we were only
always reminded of the Holy Spirit, if we got no other good from
the Scripture itself except the turning of our souls to think upon
that divine and blessed ome, that would be i itself an inestimable
boon. Do read, them, thoughtfully remembering the great author.

Our second precept is—IT. READ AND MEDITATE.

There is mo exercise more oub of fashion nowadays than medita-
tion; and yeb, to use Brookes's expression, “it is a soul-fatteming
duty.” The cattle crop the grass, but the nutriment comes from
the chewing of the cud. Reading is the gathering together of our
food, but meditation is the chewing of the cud, the digesting, the
assimilating of the truth. I quarry out the truth whem I read,
but I smelt the ore and get the pure gold out of it when I
meditate. Ruth gleaned, bub afterwards she threshed. The
reader is the gleaner, bub he who meditates is the thresher, too.
For lack of meditation the truth runneth by us, and we miss and
lose it. Our treacherous memory ig like a sieve, and what we hear
and what we read runs through it and leaves but little behind, and
that little is oftemn unprofitable to us, by reason of our lack of
diligence to get thoroughly at it. I oftem find it very profitable
to get a text as a sweet morsel under my tongue in the morning
and to keep the flavour of it, if I cam, in my mouth all the day.

I like to turn it over and over again in my mind, for any one
text of the Scriptures you will find to be like the kaleidoscope.
Turn it one way, and you say, ““What a fair truth is this!” Turn
it amother way and you see the same truth, but under how different
an aspect! Turn it yet once more, and keep doing it all day, and
you will be amazed and delighted to find in how many lights the
same truth will appear, and what wonderful permutations and
combinations you can find in ib. When you have been all day
doing this, you will be constrained to feel that there is an infinity
about even ome text, so that you can never completely comprehend
it, but find ib still is beyond you. If you get a passage of Scripture
given you, do mob give it up quickly, because you do not imme-
diately seize its force and fulness. The marma which fell in the
wilderness would nobt keep sweet beyond one day; if keph over unto
the second it bred worms and stank. But there was ome portiom
of manma which was put into a golden pot, and laid up in the ark
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of the covenant, which never lost its sweetness and heavenly
nutriment. And there is a way of keeping the precious portions
of God’s word that are given you to-day, in such a manner that
you may go in the strength of it for forty days, and continue to
find fresh food in the same text day after day, and even month
after month. Bub this is only to be done by meditating upon it.
Our hymn has a fable in it when it says that the

“ Spicy breezes
Blow soft o’er Ceylon’s isle.”

Voyagers who have been there tell us that they have never smelt
“the spicy breezes,” for the cinnamon yields no perfume till it is
bruised and broken, and certainly God’s Word is exceedingly full
of perfume, but not till it has been graciously bruised by reverent
and loving meditation. You cannoti get the sweetness and
fragrance therefrom till you have smitten it again and again in the
mortar of thought with the pestle of recollection. Meditate, themn,
upon these things.

“But how can we meditate,” says one, “when we have so many
things to think of?” But “one thing is needful,” and it is needful
that the Christian should meditate upon the things of God. I
know you must give your minds to many things, and I cannot ask
you not to do 30, but: whenever you have time to rest, then let your
minds come back to the old home. The birds of the air are all
day long picking up their food, but they go straight away to the
roosting-place at night, and so when the day’s business is over, and
the daily bread has been gained, do you fly to your nest, and rest
your soul in some precious portion of God’s Word. During the day
too, whemever you are freed from anxiety, let your mind dart
upwards, and it will help you so to do, H you take a text and
make it as wings that emable you to fly to ponder heavenly things.
Read and meditate.

The third rule for our guwidance should be—IIT. READ AND
appLY. What I mean is just this. Do not read the Bible
ay a book for other people. Do not read it merely to say,
“Yes, it is true; very true; I believe uts doctrines to be the reve-
lation of the infallible mind of God himself.” But endeavour also
in reading a passage of the Scriptures, always to see how much it
belongs to you. For some of you there is very little in the Word
of God except threateming. Pray God to help you to feel the
solemnity even of the threateming, for if you feel deeply the
threatening now, you may be delivered from the tragic fulfilment
of it by-and-by. If you are made to tremble under God's Word,
you may never be made to tremble under God's hand. If yom
feel the wrath to come now, you may never have to feel it in the
next world. Ask God that his threatenings may drive yow out of
your sins, and drive you to seek pardon in Christ. Then when you
read descriptions of the human heart, and the fall, the corruption,
and the depravity of our nature, look, and see yourselves as in a
looking glass, and say of each mam as you hear of his sin, “I am






