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‘I know whom I have believed.”—1II. Timothy i. 12,

Tee text is wholly takem up with three things; namely, with
knowing, with believing, and with the person who iz known and
believed ; and upon both the knowing and the believing Paul is very
decided. He puts in no “if,” no word of chance; he does not
say, ‘I hope s0,” or “I trust so,” but “T know I have believed,
and I know whom I have believed.” I is all agsurance, and not
a shadow of doubt. Let us imitate the apostle, or ask for grace
to be able to imitate him, that we may shake off the dubious
phraseology which. is so common among Christians now-a-days, and
may be able to speak with apostolic confidence upon a matter
upon which wel ought to be confidenti ifl anywhere at: all, namely,
our own salvatiom:.

As the text is thus taken up with knowing and believin, , these
two matters will be the subject of our meditation at this time.

My first remark drawn from the text shall be—

I. THE ONLY RELIGIOUS KNOWING AND BELIEVING WHICH ARE OF A
SAVING CHARACTER CONCERN THE PERSON OF THE LoORD JEsus CHRIST.
“I know,” saith the apostle,—not “what”’—but “whom I have
believed.” He does not say, “I know the catechism which I have
believed,” mor “I know the Institutes of Calvin,” nor “I know the
body and system of theology”; but, “I know whom I have
believed.” Both the knowing and the believing centre round the
wondrous person; who for our sakes left his starry throne and became
a mam; knowing whom, is a saving knowledge, and trusting whom, is
saving trust, but of which, all other knowing and believing falls short.

Obgerve, then, that all other knowledge may be useful enough
i itself, but if it doth not concern Chrisb, it cannot be called
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saving knowledge. Some persons know a great deal about doctrine.
Perhaps they have taken up with the Calvinistic theology, or even
with the hyper-Calvinistic, and they really understand the system
thoroughly well; and they certainly hold it with quite enough
tenacity, if not too much. We know some, who we believe,
would very cheerfully go to the stake in defence of some points
of doctrine, so convinced are they of the orthodoxy of whati they
have received. Others take up another theory, and go upon
the Arminian principle, and they, too, know their set of dootrines,
and know them well, But, dear friends, I may know all the
doctrines in the Bible, but unless I know Christ, there iy not one of
them that can save me. I may know election, but if I cannot
see myself as chosen in Christ Jesus, election will do me no good.
I may know the doctrine of the final perseverance of the saints,
buti if T am not in Christ, I should omly persevere in my sins, and
such a final perseverance will be dreadful indeed. It is ome thing
to know the doctrine of justification by faith, but it is quite
another thing to be justified by faith, and to have peace with
God. You may stand up for imputed righteousness, and fight
for it, and yet the righteousness of Christ may never be imputed
unto you. It is not knowing the creed, though that is well,
that can save the soul; the knowledge that is wanted is to know
him whom Paul believed.

And, again, a man may know something more than doctrine.
He may know a great deal about experience. There is a class of
persons who sneer abt doctrine. They call the doctrinal preacher
a mere “letter-man;” as for themselves, they talk about deep
experience. They have a consciousness of having a corrupt heart.
They have discovered that they have evil tempers (by the way,
other people, too, have discovered it!) They have discovered
that they have defiled natures, and everybody can see that they
are not sinlessly perfect. But, strange delusion, because they
know the disease, they fancy they have been healed. Because
they have perception emough to see they are spiritually bankrupt,
they therefore imagine that their debts are paid. Because they
feel themselves to be in the Slough of Despond, they dream they
are on the rock.

But there is a vast difference between the two things. A man
may think he has an experiencet of his own emptiness; nay, he
may truly possess it, but if it does not drive himl to Christ, if he
does not come and vest on the Lord Jesus, all his experiences are
of no saving value. The foundation of the soul's salvation is not
experience of any or every kind, but the finished work, the
meritorious blood and righteousness of our Lord and Saviour.

There are some, too, who not only know experience and doctrine,
but who also know how to talk of them. They have mingled with
Christian people until they can get up their phraseology, and as
some Christians have cant expressions, these people cam “cant”
in any quantity and to any extent. They can talk about their
¢ poor souls,” and about ““the dear Lord,” and use all those other
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precious phrases of hypocrisy which lard some religious publications,
and which are to be found in the conversation of some people wha
ought to know better. They use these expressions, and then when,
they get in among the people of God they are recelved with open
arms, and they fancy that because they can talk as Christians talk
it is all well with them. But, oh, remember that if a parrot
could call you “father” it would mob, for all that, have become
a child of yours; and that a foreigner may learn the language of
an Englishman but never be an Englishman, bub remain a
foreigner still. So, too, you may take up the language of a
Christian but may never have within you the Spirit of God, and
therefore be none of his. You must know him. ¢ Know thyself,”
said the heathem philosopher; that is well, but that knowledge
may only lead a man to hell. “Know Christ,” says the Christian
philosopher, “know him, and then you shall know yourself,” and
this shall certainly lead you to heavem, for the knowledge of
Christ Jesus is saving knowledge—“ whom. to know is life eternal.”

In addition to these valuable pieces of information, there are
some who know a great deal asour Christ, but here I must remind
you that the text does not say, “I know about Christ,” but “I
know him.” Ah, dear hearer, you may have heard the gospel
from your youth up, so that the whole history of Christ is ab
your fingers’ ends, but yow may not know him, for there is a deal
of difference between knowing about him, and knowing himu.
You may know about a medicine, but still die of the disease
which the medicine might have cured. The prisoner may know
about liberty, and yet lie and pine in his dungeon until, as John
Bunyan put it, “the moss grows onm his eye-lids.” The traveller
may know about the home which he hopes to reach, and yet may
be left out at nightfall in the midst of the forest. Many a man
of business knows aboub wealth, or evem concerning the millions
of the Bank of England, and yet be a bankrupt, or on the verge
of poverty. Many a sailor knows about the port, but his ship
drifts upon the rock, and all hands go down. It is mot enough
to know about Christ, it is knowing Christ himself that alone
saves the soul.

And, over and above, and in addition to all this, you may know
the Scriptures from youth wp. I suppose I have some—perhaps
many—before me, who are well acquainted with almost every
chapter in the Bible. Yom could not be questioned upon any part
of ib so as to be really nomplussed. You have read the book,
and youw continue to read it still, and I approve of your wise
choice in so doing, and beg you ever to continue in so excellent
a practice. But remember, if you have not the Word of God in
your heart it is of small use to have it merely in your head. Oh,
to know Christ is our supreme and tragic want! Not to know
texts and Scripture merely, for “the letter killeth, it iy only the
Spirit that quickeneth,” and unless youw know Christ you do not
know - the vital spirit of the Word of God. The only saving
knowledge, them, is knowing Christi.
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Well, now, so is it with the exercise of faith. You may know
a great deal about faith, but the only saving faith is belief con-
cerning Christ. “I know whom I have believed.” To believe
doctrine will not save a man. You may hold all the creed, and
be orthodox, and then be no better than the devil ; for I suppose
that the devil is a very sound theologian. He surely. knows the
truth. He believes and trembles; but you may know it and noti
tremble, and so you may fall short of one virtue which even the
devil possesses. A firm belief in what is preached to you iy well
enough in ity way, bub to believe a doctrine as such cannot save you.
Some have a belief in their minister, and I suppose that is so
flattering to us, that yow will hardly expect us to speak against
it; bub of all vices it is one most surely to be dreaded because it
is so very dangerous. We charge you in the sight of Gad, always
weigh what we have to say to you, and if it be not according to
Scripture, cast it away as you cast away refuse. Take nobhing
merely because we say it, let nothing that we preach be received
upon our ipse dizit, buti let iti be tried and tested by the Word of
‘God, for otherwise youw may be led by the blind: and “if the blind
lead the blind, they shall both fall into the ditch.” Ah, what
multitudes of persons there are in England who are beginning
to get their fellow man to perform their religion for them! They
are too lazy to think: they are too idle to use whatever brains
they have, and therefore they get some mere simpleton who
thinks that God is pleased with his putting on a white gown or a
blue dress, or a black gown or green dress, a scarleti gown or mauve
dress, is pleased with burning candles in the daylight, and pleased
with making a pungent odour in the church—they get such a
creature as this to do their religion for them, and then they lie
down at might to rest, feeling perfectly satisfied that God is
satisfied and they are all right. Oh, I charge you believe not
this delusiom! It is not believing in a priest that will save you.
Believing in the priestt may bel your ruin, but believing in' Christ
iy the really vital point, the one thing that truly matters. He
that believeth on: Christi is saved, but he that believeth even the
Pope of Rome shall find that he believeth to his own eternal ruin.

Then again, it is not believing <n ourselves. Many persons
believe thoroughly in themselves. The doctrine of self-reliance
is preached in many quarters now-a-days. I suppose that what
is meant by the termr is a good mercantile possession, a business
virtue, but it is a Christian vicel as towards spiritual things, and
emphatically towards the soul’s salvation. Self-reliance in this
matter always ruins those who practise it. Rely om self! Let
night rely on her darkness to find a light; let emptiness rely on
ity insufficiency to find its fulness; let death rely om the worms
to give it immortality ; let hell rely upon its fire to make it into
heaven—such trusty as these would be equally strong with those
of the sinner who relies upon himself for salvation. Thy belief
must not be that thow canst force thy way to heavem, buti thou
must believe him, for aught else is an unsaving faith.
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You see, then, that the knowledge which saves, and the belief
which saves, both hang upon the cross; they both look to the
wounds of that dear man, that blessed God, who was there the
propitiation for our sins, and who suffered in our room and stead.
My hearer, are you trusting Christ? Are you hanging upon him
as the vessel hangs upon the nail? Do you know him as a man
knoveth his friend? Do you seek to know more of him? Is he
all your salvation and all your desire? Tf mot, take home the
warning solemnly; whatever else you know, you are ignorant
still; and whatever else you helieve, you are an unbeliever still,
exocept you know and believe in him, who is the Saviour of men.

I pass on now to a second point, which is this—

II. THAT KNOWLEDGE WITHOUT FAITH I8 VAIN.

This is to try to balance with but ome scale: to run a chariot
on one wheel. You have the double matter here. “I know
whorn I have believed.” 1t is good to know, but knowledge must
be crowned with faith. It has been remarked that Paul does not
say, “I know of whom I have heard.” He does not say, “I know
of whom I have read; ” he does not say, “I know of whom I have
preached ”’; but, “I know whom I have believed.” Here he hits
the nail upon the head. Knowledge is useful in the bud; mere
reading, preaching, too, are well as an exercise, but believing is
the fruit which must grow upon the tree of knowledge or else
the knowledge will be of little use to us.

Now, my dear friends, I know that I am addressing many of
your class, many who know Christ in a certain sense; know much
about him. You know of his nature, you believe him to be true
Deity; you know him to be human like yourselves, and for man’s
sake made man. You know his life. You have often read it. You
often like to dwell upon the incidents of it. It is a gemuine and
great, pleasure to sing of Bethlehem and its manger, of Cana and
its marriage. You have turned over the pages of that life of lives,
and felt enraptured with this matchless masterpiece of biography.
You are well acquainted, too, with his death; it has often drawn
tears to your eyes when you have thought of the shame and the
spitting and the crown of thorns. You know something concerning
his expiring cries. Your imagination has often pictured to yow the
wounded body of thati dread Sufferer. You have thought that if
you had been there, you would have wet his feet with your tears,
so did you sympathise with him. You know of his burial and of
his resurrection, too, and you have sweetly joined with us when
we have been singing—

*“Angels, roll the rock away,
Jesus Christ is risen to-day ;”
and you have not been behind-hand when we have been singing
of his ascension. You eyes have flushed with fire when you have
heard the words—
“They brought his chariot from on high,
To bear him to his throne;
Clapped their trinmphant wings and cried,
‘The glorious work is done.’”






