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““ If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.”’—John xiii. 13.

The original scope of these words was just this—“If, as you say,
you have understood the meaning of this—the washing of your feet
by your Master; if you have comprehended my intention in so
doing, then it will be to your lasting honour and happiness if you
do the same. I have symbolically represented to you, by washing
your feet, certain virtues; you shall be a happy people if these
virtues be found in you and abound.” And have we not abundant
proof that our Lord spoke the truth, for where are churches so
happy as where they are knit together in brotherly love, where they
have laid aside contentions about priority and distinction, and
where each one becomes a servant of all, every one willing to take
the lowest place, and no one contending who shall be the greatest?
May we prove, as I trust in our measure we have already done,
how true these words are, and never may Diotrephes be in our
midst to strive for the pre-eminence, nor a root of bitterness spring
up to trouble us. . May we every one try to be like our Lord, and
happy indeed shall we be, in such a case.

But the sentence before us is equally applicable to every other
gospel precept. If wo understand anything which the Holy Spirit
has revealed to us, happy shall we be, if we follow its practical
intention ; if, being first taught and instructed, we afterward prac-
tically exemplify in our life and conduct the things which we have
learned. That is the one thought I propose to lay upon our hearts
and minds this evening, and that cne thought may be enough.
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You will notice in the text that there are two “ifs"—“7f ye know
these things, happy are ye if ye do them.” It appears, then, first,
that genwine and acceptable service to Christ should be based wupon
intelligent knowledge—"1f ye know these things”; and secondly,
that all intelligent understanding of the things of God should lead
us to the practice of them—*“Happy are ye if ye do them.” The
first “1f ” shall be taken first—*“If ye know these things ”:—

I. AiL service or CHRIST 18 BASED UPON INTELLIGENT ENOW-
LEDGE.

Our first observation is that this is an “if ” even in this country.
“If ye know these things.” Alas! even in such a city as this, whers
the Gospel is to be heard in all our streets, and Bibles are to be
found in all our homes, it is so sad that tens of thousands do no?
know these things. They are so careless about what God has
revealed, that they will not even cross the threshold to listen to the
Word of God. This day .what a mass of Sabbath-breaking has
grieved the Spirit of God! All around us there are those who
are toiling hard six days in the week for themselves, and cannot
give to their God, and, I may add, to their truer and nobler selves,
this one day in which to think of him. He has written to them
the great things of his law, and they have trifled therewith. He
speaks to them, and invites them to hear that their souls may live,
but they would rather rest in their beds, or be found in any kind of
pleasure sooner than seeking pleasure in the ways of God. Pity
this poor city, you who know its sins: pray for it, you who know
its high privileges and solemn responsibilities: work for it, you
who have power with the heavenly Father, until at last the blessing
shall come, and men shall no longer need to say to their fellows,
“ Know the Lord.”

Alas! this is an “if,” however, which does not merely concern
those who are outside our walls. There are many who know not
these things, though they hear about them: and the reason is,
because while they come to the place of worship, and the sound of
the preaching glides across their ears, they never gwe deep, earnest
attention to it. They say that preaching is dull. Very possibly it
is, and it is very wonderful that it should not be duller still when
people have no concern to get into its inner meaning, but find it
quite enough to come and to go, like a door upon its hinges. Faull
often from the humblest teacher something might be learned if
we were but anxious to be taught. Or if we learned little by what
he said, his very emotions might remind us; and one thought,
however commonplace, might engender another, and it would not
be altogether without profit to sit together in the assembly of the
saints.

Oh! how negligently do some hear! They are thinking of their
homes, of their horses, of their cattle, of their farm, and their
merchandise. God gets no such attention from men as legatees
give the lawyer when he reads the will. If men would listen to
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the preaching of the gospel but half as well as they listen to sweet
music, there might be hope of its being a blessing to them; but
many understand not the things of God, because of their negligent
hearing thereof.

Alas! too, there be some who attend at least with an outward
attention which we cannot blame, but they know not the things
of God, because they have not yet found out that the letter, that
is, the external word, is a killing thing, and that iz is the inner
and spiwritual sense which s alone to be sought after. To listen
to a doctrine, for instance, is right enough, and to catch the theory
of it and be able to repeat the definition may be in some respects
valuable, but to get into the soul and spirit of that teaching of
God, that alone is spirit and truth, and consequently food to the
epiritual man. Dead orthodoxy, mere doctrinal correctness—these
will never land men in heaven, because they do not even put them
into the kingdom of heaven now. Men who merely have these
ere like botanists who know not the flowers, but only know the
names of the divisions and the orders; they are like physicians,
who speak of drugs they have never seen or used, who should
ettempt to deal with men’s bodies before they had even studied
anatomy or seen a bone,

We need to come to the tasting and handling of God’s Word ;
and all the hearing in the world will end in nothing, unless the
soul gets closer still, and into the very soul and secret of the truth.
Hence there is an “if,” an “if ” about the best of hearers, about the
most intelligent—“If yo know these things "—ye may have listened
to them, have drunk them in from the earliest days of your life,
but yet, unless the Holy Spirit has revealed them unto you, flesh
and blood cannot do so, and you cannot, therefore, know them.

It is greatly to be regretted that there are some persons who do
not know the truth, because they have no care to know at all. They
have a contempt for anything that God reveals. They
are wise men ; therefore, they spend their whole lifetime in studying
a piece of rock, or in collecting specimens of beetles, or in any wonder.
fully wise track of science. But to listen to the eternal Jehovah
is quite beneath them. To hear what he has been pleased to say
concerning himself in his own Word, seems to them to be trifling.
Have I not often met with men who would think it to be worth
years of study to make the idlest possible conjectures about the
formation of a limestone rock, who yet would laugh in one’s face if
one began to speak about the soul and the things of the world to
come! And these are wise men, at least according to their own
estimate of themselves; whether or not they are fools shall remain
for the future to discover to them; may they find it out ere the
discovery shall be too late.

Others never will become intelligent in the things of God because
they are prejudiced. They have made up their minds that they do
know, and he who thinks he knows will never learn. The concep-
tions which they received early in life, their training, the fancies
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which they have forged for themselves as being what should be
the truth—these occupy their minds; and they cannot see the things
of God because the mind has been blinded with other matters.
Would to God that we could be clear of prejudice, and clear of
unholy contempt for God’s truth, and could come simply to him,
and ask to be taught as a child by the great Father, and lay bare
our bosoms that the Holy Spirit might cast out error from us, and
might write the mind and will of God there clearly. Then, indeed,
with such a humble submission, and a divinely earnest desire, there
need be no longer an “if” as to whether we learn these things.
There is an “if,” however.

Let us now observe, that we ought never to rest content while there
is an “if.” “If ye know these things.” My God, is it a question
whether I know thee or not, whether I know Christ or not, whether
I know the revelation which thou hast given to us or not? Then
begin thou to teach me now. Oh! sirs! 1t will not do to trifle with
an ignorance which shall be our lasting ruin. We ought not to
give sleep to our eyes, until we have asked to be taught of God.
To be ignorant about the things of ordinary daily life is unwisdom,
but to be ignorant about eternal life is stark madness.

An uneducated man stands but little chance in the battle of
this life; a man uneducated for eternity—alas! how exposed is he
to innumerable adversaries, how sure to fall, how certain to perish!
Go, I pray you, men and brethren, go to the wise One for wisdom;
go to this Book for light; go to the Holy Ghost himself for divine
instruction, and let it not be any longer with you a matter of
question as to whether you are taught of God or not. Oh! I would
speak very earnestly here. I do not ask that you should be learned.
I do not ask for myself that I may be profound; but I do pray
that we may comprehend with all saints what are the heights and
depths, and know the love of Christ which passeth knowledge, or
at least may know him, and be found in him, clothed in his righteous-
ness, and accepted in his merits. It ought not to be an “if.”

But, supposing that it is no “if ” with any one of us, then what
ground 1is there for gratitude! If the Saviour need not say, “If ye
know these things,” but if we can say, “Lord thou knowest that
we love thee, that we rest in thee, that we serve thee, that we have
been taught of thy Spirit,” then there is no room for self-gratula-
tion, no room for pride.  'What hast thou which thou hast not
received? Thank God, dear friend, that thou wert not born amidst
the heathenism of Africa. Thank God that thou wast mot left
to the Sabbath-breaking of London. Thank God that when thou
didst hear the Word, 1t broke through the outer door and came
into the inner chamber of thy soul. Thank God that that passage
of Scripture was not sent to thee, “ Come and speak to this people,
and make their ears heavy that they shall not hear, for their hearts
are waxen gross.” Blessed be the distinguishing grace that enabled
us spiritually to see and hear, who once were as incapable of this
as the dead in their graves.
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What comes of it? Why, if you know these things, and have
learned them by the Spirit of God, make it the method of showing
your gratitude, to try and be his instruments in teaching others.
If ye know these things, be not silent. If ye know these things,
wrap not up these blessed secrets in your hearts as though they
were committed to you only for your own personal enjoyment, but
in the name of him who gave such a priceless gift, go and tell where-
ever your tongue can be heard, the good news of the salvation of
Jesus Christ, if, perhaps, God may make you a blessing to some of
his hidden ones, who as yet have not come to Christ.

Thus much about the first “if.” It looks to me like the first arch,
and having passed through it, I can see another beyond me, and I
must pass to the second if I would get the happiness.

II. THE INTELLIGENT KNOWLEDGE OF THE THINGS oF G-0D SHOULD
LEAD US TO THE PRACTICE OF THEM.

“If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.”

This second “if ” applies to all the things which we have been
taught of God. Let me give you, however, a specimen. Saving
truths—if ye know them, happy are ye if ye do them. This is &
saving truth, that whosoever trust in Jesus Christ is saved. You
know that. If there is anything you ought to know, you who come
to this house, you ought to know that, for it is the staple of all
our sermonising every Lord’s day—that a simple confidence in Jesus
Christ the Saviour saves the soul. Happy are you, then, if you have
exercised this simple confidence, for then you are saved. If you
have trusted with the whole weight of your sin upon Jesus, you
have the happiness of being saved, accepted, secure. Saving truths
ought every one of them to be the first objects of practice. That
same Spirit who teaches us the truth enables us to put the truth
into action in our daily life. =~ Dear hearer, hast thou been a hearer
of the good message, but hast been a hearer only? If so, thou
hast missed the joy of the whole business. I pray thee go a step
farther, and believe and live.

After saving truths come purifying truths. Such is the doctrine
of the Holy Spirit’s indwelling. The Holy Spirit dwells in believers,
and where he dwells there should be purity, peace, holiness, and
purging out of sin,

You believe this, but happy are you if you seek so to act. If
you pray that you may not grieve the Spirit of God, nor cause him
to depart from you, your daily anxiety shall bring its results, and
you shall be happy.

Then, there are certain ennobling truths in God’s Word, and happy
are we if we do them. Such is the truth of divine adoption. Ewvery
believer is a child of God. Happy are we if we live like one, if we
exercise the privileges of heirs, if we come to our Father with a
child-like confidence, if we plead with him as a dear son asking a
generous Father to supply his wants. Remember that every doc
trine of the gospel has a practice appended to it, and that to get
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the happiness out of the doctine you must put its preceptory part,
or its 1pra.ci:ica,l inference, into action. You may be as orthedox as
you please, but your orthodoxy shall be only like so many grapes
untrodden in the winepress; but if you cast them into your daily
life, then shall the luscious juice run forth, and you shall be satisfied
with favour, and be full of the goodness of the Lord. Bread on the
table will not satisfy you, nor will mere doctrine. The bread must
be taken and eaten, and assimilated, and then shall it comfort you.
And so with the truth of God; it must be a part of yourself, and
be wrought out into your daily life, or else the happiness of it
cannot be yours.

If there were time to-night, I would make an inventory of all
the truths of Scripture, and say after each one, “If ye know these
things, happy are ye if ye do them.” If you know it to be a privi-
lege to be united with God’s people, come and join the church.
If you know that Jesus bids you be baptised and come to his table
to remember him, I pray you be not disobedient, even to what you
may think to be his least commandment. Whenever you get tho
glimpse of a truth from God’s Word, or in your conscience by his
Spirit, never be a traitor to the heavenly vision. Depend upon it,
it is a terrible thing to trifle with knowledge. Some men would
not ses when they might have seen, and they have been blind
always. Many a man who might have led the van in the Church
of God, and have helped on a glorious reformation, has stepped
back from the forefront because, perhaps, of some spurious charity
with which he indulged the flesh, and he has gone back into the
rear, to the vile dust from whence he sprang. But he that is
faithful to God, faithful to the convictions of his conscience, and
carries all out into practice, shall be among those to whom the
Master shall say, “Well done,” at the last. I say, to every truth
in Scripture there is a practical conclusion, and I beseech you to
see to it that you hear Christ say, “If ye know these things, happy
are ye if ye do them.”

‘Why is it that the practice of a truth is required to the enjoyment
of the happiness which it brings? Answer—ihis is always God’s rule.
The ground is fat, and full of bread, but the husbandman, by his
tillage, must bring out the corn. Down deep in the bowels of the
earth are the stores of gold and silver; there gleam the precious
ores in quantities that might make even Creesus himself to blush
for poverty. But the metal starts not up from the soil of itself.
It must be digged for; it must be cast into the furnace, and
separated from the ore. There shall be wealth in many nations,
and trade shall bring comforts to all ranks, but the sea must be
traversed, the sails must be spread, the voyage must be made.
Labour everywhere shall bring enjoyment, but without labour there
shall be none. God is not the God of idleness. He speaks not to
the earth to bid it bring food to the door of the idler. He com-
mands neither the ravens nor any other of his creatures to bring
bread and meat for the sluggards. There shall always be practice,






