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“There is a sound of abundance of rain.”’—I. Kings xviii. 41.

From the narrative we may learn that things can never be so bad
but what God can bring delsverance in His own time. The country
had been parched in Palestine for three years. Travellers in the
East will tell you how brown and burned that country looks at
all times, but how it must have appeared when the clouds cleaved
together, and all the pastures were turned to dust, I can scarcely
conceive. It must have been a terrible and piteous sight, when
the cattle had perished, and the people were ready to die, through
famine and hunger. Yet, bad as it was, when the clouds had long
ago vanished, when the children of three years old did not know
what a drop of rain meant, when the skies seemed to be as brass
above the heads of poor tortured mortals, then it was that the word
of God came to Elias, saying, “There shall yet be rain.” Courage,
then! If the times should be full of danger, if there should be
forebodings in the hearts of the bravest, if infidelity should threaten
to put out the light of the gospel, or if Romanism should seem to
blot out the name of Christ from under heaven, yet still God can
appear. And if any one church be left, and the Lord command the
clouds that they rain no rain upon her, and her hedges be broken
down, and the wild boar out of the wood do waste her, and she
seem to be utterly left, yet at the last hour of the day, when
her hope all but expireth, Jehovah, her friend, may come to her
help. And so with us personally. If we are brought to the last
handful of meal in the barrel, and the last drop of oil in the cruse;
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if we are brought so low that now it seems relief would come too
late, or could not possibly come at all, the Lord, who hath his way
in the whirlwind, and who maketh the clouds the dust of his feet,
can now come from above. On cherubim and seraphim, right royally
can he descend in speedy flight, and bring help to his needy servants.
Let us, therefore, drive despair away. There is no room for that
in Jehovah’s world. As long as he still reigneth, let the earth
rejoice, and let his people wait upon him in hope.

Further, we learn another lesson, namely, that when prayer has
been exercised concerning anything, it is owr duty and our privilege
1o expect the answer.

We pray sometimes, and receive nothing; but it is in most cases
because we have asked amiss: or if we be quite sure that our
request was a right one, yet we have forgotten the canon or the
law which saith, “Let him ask in faith, nothing wavering, for he
that wavereth is as the waves of the sea driven by the wind and
tossed: let not that man expect to receive anything of the Lord.”
Now, if we ask believingly, we are quite sure to ask expectantly.
We shall go up to the top of Carmel to look out for the cloud, if
we have believingly sought for the rain. We shall send Gehazi
yet seven times if he perceive no signal of mercy at the first, and
we shall continue in importunate prayer, still believing that Jehovah
cannot lie, and will, as surely as he liveth, himself be as good
as his word, and fulfil his promise to those who trust him.

How bold it was of Elijah to go to Ahab, even before that cloud
had been seen, before he had sent his servant to look for it, and
to say to him, “There is a sound of abundance of rain!” What
was that sound? I know not. I do not suppose that Ahab heard
it, or that anyone else, except Elijah, recognised it. The ears of
true faith are very quick and keen. She hears the coming of the
blessing, the footsteps of the angels as they draw near by way of
Jacob’s ladder. God has heard her, and she hears her God. God
is quick to hear her whispers and her thoughts, and she knoweth
“the secret of the Lord,” for it “is with them that fear him,” and
long before the eye hath seen, or the ear hath heard, or it hath
entered into the heart of man to imagine it, she perceives that the
blessing is coming.  There are certain sacred instincts which
belong to the faith of God’s elect, which faith always comes from
God. We must recollect its divine origin, and it keeps up its
acquaintanceship with the eternal Father by whom it was begotten.
Like the shell picked up from the deep sea, which always continues
to whisper hoarsely of the sea from which it came, so faith con-
tinues to hear the sound of Jehovah's goings. If none else heareth
them, she perceives them.

I thought of using this fact to-night as an illustration of the
truth that there are certain signs which faith can see of a coming
revival in a church; we will take that first; then, fkere are
certain tokens which faith can perceive of coming joy and peace
in an individual heart—of that secondly. In the first place:—
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I. THERE ARE CERTAIN BIGN8 AND TOKENS FOR GOOD WHICH
PRAYERFUL FAITH CLEARLY PERCEIVES WHEN AN AWAKENING, A
GENUINE REVIVAL IS ABOUT TO COME.

What are these signs? I do not know that they are perceptible
at this time throughout the churches of London: I do not know
that they are perceptible anywhere, but I do krow that wherever
they are, they are the shadows which coming events cast before
them, and one of the first of them is this; a growing dissatisfaction
with the present state of things, and an increasing anxiety among
the members of the church for the salvation of sowls. To have
no conversions is a very dreadful thing, but to be at ease without
seeing conversions 1s at all times more dreadful far. I could bear
a suspension in the increase of the church, I think, with some
degree of peace of mind, if I found all the members distressed and
disturbed about it.

But if we should ever come to this pass—God grant we never
may !'—that we shall see no conversions, and yet shall all of us
say, “Still, still our place is well attended: there are such-and-such
persons who come: we ourselves are fed with spiritual food, and
therefore all is well.” T say, if it ever comes to that, it will be
a thing to mourn over, both by day and night, for it will be
a token that the Spirit of God has for a vhile forsaken us. Oh!
that the churches in London where the congregations are but small,
and where the conversions are but few, would be clothed in sack-
cloth and cast ashes upon their heads! Oh! that they would
proclaim a day of fasting, and humble themselves before the Lord
in the bitterness of their souls, for when it came to this, Jehovah'’s
hand would turn towards them in bounty, and they would soon
become the joyful mothers of children. As long as a church is
satisfled to be barren, she shall be barren; but when she crieth
out in the anguish of her spirit, then shall Jehovah remember
her. e heareth the cries of his people, but when she will not
cry, but is at ease in desolate circumstances, then the desolation shall
continue and the sorrows be multiplied.

Dear friends, it should be a matter of personal heart-searching
for you how far any of you are at ease in Zion, how far you are
satisfied without doing good yourselves, for in proportion as you
are such, you are tainting the church with the evil. But, on the
other hand, let me enquire whether you have learned to sigh and
cry for all the sin of this huge city, for all the abominations of
this, our country ; whether you ever laid to heart the teeming
millions of the heathen populations who are dying without a
Saviour? TIf you do this, and if all of us do it, it cannot be long
before God shall look upon the earth and send a shower of grace,
for that anxiety in Christian hearts is the sound of the coming of
abundance of rain.

Another indication of a large blessing near at hand is, when
this anxicty leads belicvers to be exceedingly earnest and importunate
in prayer. When, one by one, in their cwn chambers they become
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the King’s remembrancers, and plead with him day and night:
when by twos and threes in the family the prayer becomes fervent,
and grows into a passionate cry, “Oh! God, remember the land,
and send a blessing!” When in the churches, the spirit of prayer
needs not to be excited by appeals from the pulpit, but is general
and spontaneous: when the members make it a matter of regular
conscience and joyous privilege to attend the prayer-meeting: and
when there they do not preach sermons, nor deliver themselves
of doctrinal disquisitions to their fellow-men, but are like Elias
when he knelt at Carmel with his head between his knees, or elss
like Jacob, at Jabbok, when he said, “I will not let thee go, except
thou bless me.” Then be sure of the blessing coming, for this
sign never yet failed. Whenever and wherever there is this abound-
ing prayer, there must be abounding blessing ere long.  Baals
worshippers may pray to him, and he may not answer them; they
may cut themselves with stones and cover his altar with their
blood, but Jehovah always looks to the earnestness of his people,
and will surely avenge his own elect, though he bear long with
them. He will give them the desires of their hearts. May we
see—as we have seen it in this church—may we see it renewed among
us—may we see it in every part of Christendom, in every church
in London, in every church throughout the whole British Empire,
and in America, and wherever there are believers—a deep and
awful anxiety for souls that will not let believers be quiet, but
will give them to exercise an incessant pleading with God which
will stir up his strength and cause him to make bare his arm.

A third sign, and a far more approximate one because it is the
result of the other two, is when manisters begin to take counsel one
with another, and to say, “What must we do?  The church is
earnest ; we, too, share the fervour; what must we do that we
may be more useful, that we may win more for Christ?” It
becomes the sign of a great blessing when men in the ministry
will preach the gospel more fully, more simply, more affectionately,
more in dependence upon the Holy Spirit, than they have ever
done before.  In proportion as elocution shall be less regarded,
thetoric be less honoured, long words less admired, and simplicity,
plainness of speech, boldness, and earnestness shall be sought after
—in that proportion, depend upon it, the blessing will come. In
vain the prayers of God’s people, and all their tears, in that place
where the ministry gives forth an uncertain sound.

How shall God bless his vineyard by a cloud in which there is no
rain? How shall he water the plants of his own right hand plant-
ing from out a cistern that holds no water? AL ! brethren, if any
of you have been guilty of expounding philosophical themes when
he ought to have been preaching the simple gospel: if we have
been guilty of trying to get poetic sentences and flowery veriods
when our sentences ought to have been short and sharp, like daggers
in the consciences of men: if we have lifted up a mere dogma,
instead of exalting Christ, and have preached the letter and for-
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gotten the spirit, may God forgive us this great offence, and help
us from this time forward to begin to learn how to preach, to
begin to sit at the feet of Jesus, and learn from him how to touch
the springs of the human heart, and, by his Spirit's power, lead
men to cry, ~ What must we do to be saved?”

Brethren in Christ, who do preach the gospel, it is in no spirit
of mere criticism of the general ministry that I have offered these
sentences. It is rather in criticism of us all, and loving counsel
to us all. If we are to obtain a blessing, depend upon it we must
come nearer to the Cross. We must get to value human knowledge
less, and to value Christ infinitely more, and then, having these,
we must cry aloud and spare not, and our message must ever be
concerning salvation. We must leave for a time the more difficuls
and deep things of God, and we must keep hammering away ab
this one thing with all our might, that Jesus Christ came into the
world to save sinners, and that whosoever believeth in him shall
not perish, but have everlasting life. Where this shall become
commonly the case there shall be the sound of an abundance of
rain. God send us more Haliburtons, more McCheynes, more
Harrington Evans, more men of the stamp of John Newton, Mr.
Whitfield, and the Wesleys, and when we have these we may take
it as an indication that God is blessing us, and that it is a sound
of abundance of rain, )

I have not quite concluded the list of these favourable tokens.
Thero will be a certainty that the rain is falling, the first few
drops will be wetting the sensitive pavement of the Christian church,
when we shall see the doctrine of individual responsibility fully
felt and carried out wnto indiwidual action. I believe—I do not
know whether there are any of you among them—that there are
a great multitude of Christian people who think that religioa is
a thing for ministers, and that ministers ought to do all they can
for the spread of the knowledge of th= true religion. Of coarse,
they include City Missionaries, Bible women, and good people who
can give all their time to such work; but the notion that every
saved man is to be a minister in some sense, that every converted
woman has also her share of ministry to perform for Christ, that
it is not one member of the body that is to be active, while all the
others are to be torpid and idle—of this they do not dream. When
it shall be believed tliat there is as much work for the foot as there
is for the head, and as much for the uncomely parts as for those
that have abundant comeliness, when the poor shall feel that the
church cannot do without them, and the rich shall perceive that
they have their work to do in the circles in which they move: when
the illiterate shall talk of Christ as well as the educated, when the
nurse-girl, and the servant in the kitchen, and the workman at
the loom and plough, shall all be moved by one common impulse:
when the divine enthusiasm shall blaze in the learned and in the
ignorant: when it shall flash up in the heart of the member of
Parliament, when it shall be found in the highest and lowest places
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of the land : when every Christian shall feel that he is not his own,
but bought with a price: when he shall see the blood-mark stamped
upon him, and say with the apostle, “ I bear in my body the marks
of the Lord Jesus: when the consecrated life shall be lived, not in
cloisters and nunneries, but in cottages, and mansions, and palaces,
in the abodes of wealth and fashion, as in the dwelling-places of
poverty: when God’s men go out into the world as God’s men, feel-
ing that they are to live for him fully, as Paul lived for him fully,
feeling that for them to live is indeed Christ—then, brethren, there
will be a sound of an abundance of rain. Verily, verily, I say unto
you, you need not think of the conversion of Japan, and Hindostan,
and China, nor of Ethiopia’s turning unto God. We want to be
converted to God ourselves first. The church of God is not fit to
have a great blessing yet. If she is not first of all baptized in the
Holy Ghost and in fire, she will not be qualified to do the great deeds
that God intends her to do ere long. The world shall be saved, but the
church must first be quickened. The nations shall be converted,
but the church of God must, first of all, be aroused. The fire shall
go forth from Zion, but it must first burn furiously upon Zion’s
own hearth.  Out of nothing comes nothing, and if the church
degenerates into nothing she will do nothing. It is only when she
herself possesses the divine life in the fullest vigour that she shall
be capable of doing work for God which shall glorify the name of
the Lord Jesus. The church has got all the conversions now that
she is qualified to get. God always gives every church as big a
blessing as it is fit to have, and if it qualifies itself for more, it
shall have more. God treats his churches as parents treat their
sons. They give them but little money when they are children;
pence will do: but when they get to be young men, they shall have
yet more still. We have but little because we are fit to possess
and use but little. We are not faithful in what is given to us,
and if the one talent often lies wrapped in a napkin, how can we
expect to have five or ten entrusted to us.

God stir up the church, then, in the manner which I have tried
to depict, and there will be “a sound of abundance of rain.” And
now to change the line of thought, I wan’ to:—

II. HAVE A FEW MINUTES’ QUIET TALK WITH PERSONS WHO ARE
DISSPIRITED.

Some of you have got into Giant Despair’s castle. You have
had a taste of his cruel crab-tree cudgel lately. You have been
taken to see the dead men’s bones outside the castle, and you have
been told that there is nothing for you but destruction. Now,
there is. I believe, to such as you are, with all your sad distress
of mind, it is an indication that the famine and drought of your
soul shall soon end. Such a condition as yours cannot always be.
There are always signs of abundance of rain. Perhaps there are
some such signs now in you. )

This is one: God always means to bless us, when he empties us






