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“He is our peace.”—Eph. ii. 14,

THE true minister of Christ is not satisfied to be long away from
his main theme. There are many things which it is very proper
for him to speak upon in your hearing. We dare not forget the
doctrines of the Word, or the precepts, or the experiences of God’s
people. But recognizing the claims of all these, still. God forbid
that we should glorify save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.
It is the preaching of Christ which is the power of God, and the
wisdom of God. Therefore, wherever we may wander arcund the
circumference, we always feel a drawing in of our soul toward the
centre, which is “ Christ in you, the hope of glory.”

And if the preacher feels that he cannot go on long in the
pulpit without preaching up his Lord and Master, I am quite sure
that all the saints of God feel that they cannot be long content
without this theme. They must constantly have Christ. As often
as the table is spread in our homes, we want bread. We do not
care to have the same meats and drinks in the morning, and at
mid-day, and at the evening meal. Wae like to have a frequent
change of food, but we always want the bread, and the table is
badly furnished, let it have what it may upon it, if there be not
there the bread which is the staff of life. So the believer delights in
the variety of God’s Word, and there is no truth which is not
precious to him. He counts the very shavings of truth to be like
the dust of diamonds. Let every particle of it be gathered up and
treasured, ay, so treasured that men may be ready to die for the
slightest fragment of a truth. But still, the purest diamond, the
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Koh-i-noor of the whole, is the doctrine of the Saviour suffering
for our sins, and if we do not hear much concerning the Lamb of
God, if this be not the big bell that is rung the oftenest, we feel
that none of the others can make up for the lack. If this silver
trumpet of jubilee be not blown, the year is dull and dreary, and
the service of God’s sanctuary becomes an empty thing. Christ,
Christ, Christ! Oh! that we may always make him the sum and
substance of our ministry, and that you may always desire Christ
as the water of life to your souls, your all in all, without whom
you cannot be at rest. We come then, at this time, to our dear
theme, praying God the Holy Spirit to take of the things of Christ,
and show them unto us. It is his office: may he tenderly consider
us, and fulfil that office in our souls, here and now.

There are only four words in the text, and, therefore, four things
may suffice us for to-night. The first great word, or, at any rate,
the second greatest, is the word “peace,” and we shall think for a
little while upon that, considering :—

I. IN WHAT SENSE WE ARE TO REGARD THE EXPRESSION, “HE 18 OUR
PEACE.”

The text compels us to begin with the thought, the Lord Jesus
Christ 1s peace between the Jew and the Gentile. There was an
old enmity between these two, an enmity on both sides. The Jew
looked down upon the Gentile. He said, “T am of the seed of
Abraham, the friend of God: ours are the oracles, ours the true
God, and the covenant: as for you Gentiles, you are an idolatrous
seed, whom God has left, as he did your father, to carry out the
devices of your own hearts, and to perish in your uncircumcision.”
The Jew called the Gentile a dog: thought him unclean : would have
no friendly dealings with him: considered that en uncircumcized
were little better than beasts, and scarcely to be written down in
the same list as the seed of Israel. And the Gentiles, with equal
earnestness and intensity, returned the enmity, for if the Jew
taunted the Gentile with uncircumecision, much more did the Gentile
ridicule the Jew because of his circumcision. The most severe edicts,
especially under the Roman Empire, ware passed against the Jews.
Some of the Emperors expressed themselves as believing them to
be the most detestable of all races. One of them said that he had
seen the heathens of Sarmatia, and had beheld the barbarous tribes
of the North, but he had seen all vices and all wickeduess outdone
amongst the Jews. It was not true; it was a gross untruth, but
it shows what was the enmity of the Gentile mind generally against
the Jew, for the fact was that in those days the Jew was looked upon
as unsocial. He never mingled with other nations; he could by
no possibility be absorbed into other tribes, but held firmly to
his nationality, and would not be reckoned amongst the people.
Hence there was a perpetual conflict. But my brethren, no sooner
did the Lord Jesus Christ display the fulness of the gospel in the
Pentecostal effusion of the Holy Spirit resting upon the Jew, than
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the Jew began to preach to the Gentile. There was a little tug
in Peter'’s heart at first. He hardly liked it, but still God gave him
a vision, and straightway he went to preach the Gospel amongst
those whom he had counted to he common and unclean. As for
Paul, though a Pharisee of the Pharisees, though one of the strictest
of Jews, yet he seems to have taken naturally to preaching among
the Gentiles as soon as ever he was converted. He went to these
despised people straightway, and began to declare unto them the
unsearchable riches of Christ. Now, in Christ Jesus, what frater
nity there is, my brethren, between ths seed of Israel and the
Gentile stock! How we all feel that we are one! How many of
the Jewish people has the Lord called! I hear it sometimes said
that he called a larger proportion of the Jews than he has of the
Gentiles, for, remember, the seed of Israel is but small, whilst the
Gentiles at the present time number, I suppose, a thousand millions
at least, so that a small number of Christian Jews make a large
proportion to the bulk. But wherever you meet with a converted
Jew, a true believer, there is no more hearty lover of the Gentiles,
no one more desirous to see the Gentiles saved.

And when you meet with a genuine, converted, instructed Gentile,
how his heart goes out, toward the seed of Israel, and how rejoiced
he is when he hears that some of the Lord’s brethren, according
to the flesh, are converted to the faith'in the crucified Jesus. Yes,
there is now no longer enmity. It is all over. Nothing can be
more un-Christian than for a Christian to despise a Jew. Nothing
is more unlike the spirit of our Master than when you laugh at
the Jew, and speak of him with contempt. Remember that the
King of kings was a Jew. The Lord Jesus Christ himself—whom
we adore as true Deity—came in our humanity as of the stock of
Abraham, of the tribe of Judah, a Hebrow of the Hebrews. Let
there always be love and concord between us, and when the Lord
shall be pleased to take the veil from Israel’s eye, then shall be
our happy time as well as theirs. The Lord send it soon that he
may be glorified Enough, however, upon that.

The Lord Jesus Christ is our peace in a second sense, namely,
n making peace between mations.  That there are wars in the
world at the present time is not the consequence of anything that
Christ has said, but of the lusts of our flesh. As I understand the
Word of God, I always rejoice to find a soldier a Christian, bub
I always mourn to find a Christian a soldier, for it seems to me
that when I take up Christ Jesus, I hear one of his laws, “I say
unto you, resist not evil; put ap thy sword into its sheath; he
that takes the sword shall perish by the sword.” The followers of
Christ in these days seem to me to have forgotten a great part of
Christianity. How many of you would go to-morrow into a coutt
of law, and, if you were called upon to do it, would take an oath,
whereas if there is anything taught in Scripture, it is expressly
taught that you are not to swear at all, neither by heaven, nor by
earth, nor by any other oath. If Christ ever did deliver a plain
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precept, it is this, and yet all denominations of Christians seem
to have cast it to the winds, with the exception of the Society of
Friends. And so with regard to this matter of war. Our apostle
does not mince matters when he says, “ Whence come wars? Whence
come fightings? Come they not from your own lusts?” That is
the top and bottom of it, but wherever true Christianity prevails,
war becomes less frequent. It is owing to Christianity that war
1s far less common—though still too frequent—than it used to be.
The length of human life has been much increased by the preva-
lence of peace, and wars, devastating wars, though alas! they still
break out, are not so constant as once they were, and we are
confidently looking forward to the time when the Messiah shall
wield his blessed sceptre, and wars shall cease to the ends of the
earth. Then shall men:—

“Hang the useless helmet high,
And study war no more.”

Then shall the shrill clarion of the battlefield vield to the pipe of
shepherd’s plaintive melody. Then shall the weaned child play
upon the hole of the asp, and the lion shall eat straw like an ox.
Oh'! that the Prince of Peace would come and establish his empire
upon a firm foundation. Then could we indeed say, “He is our
peace ! ”

But, brethren, there is another meaning in the text. 7k Lord
Jesus is the great cruse of weace between wman and win.  As soon
as you become a Christian, you cannot hate anybody. To be angry
without a cause is a sin to you as soon as you are a believer in
Christ. Unless you are a fearful hypocrite, you then forgive every.
man his offences, and you contiaue to forgive your brethren even
unto seventy times seven, once you bezome the sincere disciple of
Jesus. It is utterly inconsistent with grace in the heart to harbour
malice against your fellow. Through our infirmity we may be,
and sometimes are, quick of temper, and sharp, and this we ought
to regret and mourn over; but to carry in our soul any enmity
against any man is contrary to the spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Give me your hand, my brother, for the sake of him who died for
us. We cannot quarrel at the cross-foot. We cannot look up and
see the streaming wounds, and then bresk the King’s peace, I mean
the peace that the bleeding, thorn-crowned King has made.
Especially among Christians, there must not be anything like a
shadow of division or discord, and I do pray you, as I have often
done, if you would be followers of Christ. be ye as little children,
and lay aside everything like enmity, hatred, variance, strife, and
jealousies. You will have to live in heaven together, I hope; oh!
live like heavenly ones together here. You profess to have one
Lord, one faith, one baptism ; you say that you are filled with the
one Spirit; then let no root of bitterness springing up trouble you,
lest thereby many be defiled. May that sweet and holy dove, the
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Spirit of Christ, rest upon all mankind, so that each man may see
in his fellow-man a brother.  May divisions between sects and
parties, and especially between nations anc men of different colours,
be laid aside, and may we all rejoice in one universal confraternity.
May the day soon break when there shall be true liberty the wide
world over, and fraternity established everywhere after Christ’s
own model.

Still, brethren, these are only secondary applications of the text.
The great peace which Christ has made s between God and man.
There was war between man and his God. Man offended, and
loved to offend. God would have him return and be obedient, but
man would not, for his heart was set on mischief. Man had so
offended the Divine law, that punishment was inevitable. Jesus
Christ came in, and bore “the chastisement of our peace,” suffering
an equivalent for what his redeemed must have suffered.

Now, God can with strictest justice pardon humar. transgressions.
Righteousness and peace have kissed each other at the cross of
Christ. God was merciful, and yet was just in our forgiveness,
and now between him and those who are in Christ Jesus there is
no difference, no division, no strife, no war.  Therefore, being
reconciled by his blood, “we have peace with God through Jesus
Christ our Lord.” We are brought nigh by the blood of the atone-
ment. The chasm is bridged, the mountain is removed. Do you
enjoy this peace, my dear hearer? Can you look up to God, the
great God, and feel that there is no alieration between you: that
what he loves, you love; that the object of his heart is the supreme
object of yours; that if there has been any idol set up, contrary to
him, in your heart, you desire to have it thrown down?! Oh! if
it be so, then bless God that he has given you Christ to be your
peace.

And then, brethren, there follows from this peace between man
and God peace between man and himself, for man is as much at war
with himself as he is with God, and until Christ comes in he enjoys
no rest. “There is no peace,” saith my God, “for the wicked.”
Some of you know experimentally what it is to have a strife and
a warfare going on within, and you will never get a deep and
settled calm until Christ comes into the vessel of vour soul, and
says to the winds of your fear, and to the waves of your sins, “ Peace,
be still.”

He that hath Christ hath a peace that passeth all understanding.
He that hath Christ hath great peace, and nothing shall offend
him. But he that hath no Christ hath no solid peace. e may
say, “ Peace, peace,” where there is no peace, and daub his wall
with untempered mortar, bu: the hail shall sweep away all his
refuges of lies, and after his false peace there shall come a terrible
alarm. Oh! my hearer, hast thou had peace made between God
and thee by the precious blood? If so, then thou art now at rest,
but if thou art tossed to and fro between one thought and another,
thou hast nothing to rest upon. I pray thee listen carefully to
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what I have to say concerning the Lord Jesus, and may the Holy
Spirit bless it to thee! Thus much upon that priceless gem, that
blessed word “peace.”

The next great word in the text worthy of our adoring thought
is that little one of two letters only, the pronoun “Z%e.” “He is our

»
peace.
II. WHo 18 8AID TO BE “OUR PEACE.”

What are we to understand by the Lord Jesus Christ being our
peace? I want you carefully to notice that it does not say that
his work on our behalf is the source of our peace. That, of course,
is true, but here it says, “He is our peace.” He, personally; he,
Christ himself, is the peace of his people. It does not say that
he makes our peace, or that he brings us peace. That is very
true, most true, but it is a greater truth that he himself is our
peace.

Now, I beseech you, believer, to look at this truth very carefully,
and you, unbeliever, too. The unbeliever thinks that, in order
to get peace, he must perform good works. But seest thou man,
thy good works are not thy peace. If they had been, God would
have said so plainly, “Thy good works shall be thy peace.” But
not so, “he is our peace.” It is not that thou art to be a peacs
unto thyself, nor doth it say that thy repentance, or tears, or
prayers, can give thee peace. These are good, and they are to be
used, but the ground of thy peace must never be, “I have prayed:
I have repented "—but he—he is our peace. There are many things
that thou mayest do, and that thou shalt do by the power of the
Holy Spirit, but I tell thee that none of these things are to be
the basis of thy comfort. Thy soul’s fountain of crystal comfort
is to be Christ, and Christ alone. He, he, he—he is our peace.
Nothing in thee, nothing thou canst do, nothing thou canst feel,
but Christ, to whom thou must look or perish. He must be thy
peace.

Now, believer, look thou this in the face. Christ is to be thy
peace—not thy communion with God, nor thy high and holy frames.
All these are very precious, and I wish we could always stop on
Tabor’s brow. It were well for us if, like, Enoch, we always
walked with God, but still, our communion must never be looked
upon as the ground of our peace with God. It is Christ, and Christ
alone, that is our peace. Though thou couldest mount as high as
Gabriel, and soar aloft through heaven, as on a wing of fire, like
the swift archangel, thy rapid flight must not be thy comfort, nor
all the glorious service which thou couldest render to thy God,
but Christ, Christ, Christ, and Christ alone, must be thy peace.
Beloved, it is all in vain for any of us to look back and try to
find peace in what we have done.

It is a very great comfort to us in some respects to have been
called by grace in early youth, to have been enabled to preach
the gospel year after year with success, but I know what it is to






