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‘“And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves
unto the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.” —II. Corinthians viii. 5.

SoME persons are always trying to prove what is customary in the
Christian Church. They are always seeking after instances and
precedents. The worst of it is that many of these people look
for old things that are not old enough—the old things of the
Church of Rome, for instance, and medi®val customs and observ-
ances, which are nothing but authentic trumpery. If they want
the real old solid things, they should go back to the apostolic times.
The best book of Church history from which to gather ritual, true
ritual, is the Acts of the Apostles, and when the Christian Church
shall go back to that, instead of enquiring about what the primitive
Christians did in the second or third century, she will come much
nearer to the knowledge of what she ought to do.

Now, our text tells us of one old custom in the apostles’ days.
Those who became Christians first gave themselves to the Lord,
and then they gave themselves to the Church, according to God’s
will. Let us ponder these things in their order.

Of course, we shall think of the main and most important point
first: that action which gives value and beauty to all that follows,
and is its fruit:—

I. THE 80UL’S SUPREME GIFT.

The first thing that the original Christians, the Christians of
the old and Holy Ghost times did was, “they gave themselves unto
the Lord.” This is vital, the one all-important bestowal. Have all
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of us who are professors that we are Christ’s disciples really given
ourselves unto the Lord? Are there not in this house of prayer
some who have never thought of doing so, and some even who
would reject with contempt even the idea of so doing. Oh! my
hearers, the day will come when you will look at these matters
in a very different light, and in the next world it will be seen
that it would have been your highest wisdom to have given your-
selves to the Lord, and your supreme folly to have lived unto self.

When these early Christians gave themselves to the Lord, the
first thing manifestly was that the giving and the guft were sincere.
Should any here present have given themselves to the Lord, leb
them ask themselves whether their gift was sincere. These primi-
tive believers meant what they said: there was a deep reality
about their consecration : they gave themselves over to Jesus Christ
to be entirely his. Recollect that in those times this meant very
much more than we are ever made to suffer now. A man who
gave himself to Christ in those days was put out of the synagogue
if ho was a Jew; he was cast out of society if he happened to be
a heathen. He was dragged up before the tribunals; he was
frequently cast in prison; as frequently he was beaten with many
stripes, and very often he was put to death by fire, or by the
sword. But these early Christians knew what was to happen, and,
knowing it, yet deliberately they gave themselves up to the Lord.
Oh! dear professors here present, has your gift of yourselves to
Christ been as sincere as that, or did you merely come and make
a profession because others did, and have you stuck to that profes-
sion, lie though it was, because you did not like the shame of
confessing that you had made a mistake? Oh! is it sincere, or
not? If it is not, God make it so, for it is only that which is
of the heart that will stand the last great trial-day. Lord, deliver
us from having any religion in which the heart is not found!

Their gift of themselves to the Lord was, in the next place,
a willing gift. All the soldiers of Christ are volunteers, and yet
they are all pressed men. The grace of God constrains men to
become Christians, but yet only constrains them consistently with
the laws of their mind. The freedom of the will is as great a
truth as is the predestination of God. The grace of God, without
violating our wills, makes men willing in the day of God’s power,
and they give themselves to Jesus Christ. You cannot be a
Christian against your will. How could it be? A servant of God
against his will! A child of God against his will! Nay, it never
was 8o, and it never shall be so. Here and now, ye Christians,
I shall ask you whether you are not cheerfully, gladly, unreservedly
the servants of God. I know you are, and that bond you made
years ago is not irksome to you now, but if you are genuine saints,
you repeat it again to-night, and you hope to repeat it in life and
in death, for you are willingly and exultantly the Lord’s own.

The gift that these early Christians made was, in the next pla,ct’a,
an intelligent one. They did not receive into the Church in Paul’s
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days unintelligent people. They knew that no sponsorship could
avail here. They knew, as one would think all rational people
ought to know, that the religion of Jesus Christ cannot exist where
there is no clear apprehension of saving truth.

Only where the understanding was able to grasp the Saviourship
of Jesus could there be spiritual life and true conversion. No
religious rite, or ceremony, or ordinance could confer this. I have
heard ministers tell their congregations, “ You were made Christians
in your infancy, and you ought to stand to the vows then made
for you.” Surely every man’s conscience tells him there is not a
shadow of ground for such reasoning. What have I to do with,
or what do I care about vows that were made for me when I was
a child? Were they bad or were they good, they never consulted
me, and I have naught to do with them, nor will I have. Whether
they promised that I should serve God, or that I should serve the
devil, I equally reject their responsibility and their sponsorship.
As an intelligent being, I speak for myself before God, and none
shall speak for me. If I had been dedicated to Moloch, should
1 in my manhood accept the dedication? God forbid! And evem
if T were dedicated to Christ, I will not accept a dedication which
I know Christ never accepted, because he never asked it. He asks
my personal dedication ; he asks only for intelligent love, intelligent
service, and I do trust that many of you came to Christ knowing
what you did, knowing what repentance meant, knowing what faith
meant, having counted the cost of what a life of holiness would
be, and then deliberately, as men of judgment and understanding,
you said, “O Prince, we enlist beneath thy banner! O Immanuel,
write our names in thy muster-roll, for we will be thy servants
henceforth and for ever!” It was a sincere gift, it was a willing
gift, and it was an intelligent gift that these first Christians made
of themselves to the Lord.

My brethren and sisters, it was, moreover, a complete surrender
whick they made. No Christian in the olden times gave himself
in part to the Lord, and in part reserved himself for idols, or for
himself ; and had any attempted to have done so, they would have
been spurned, for it is of Christ’s rule in the Church that he will
have all or none. You must, as a Christian, be all a Christian,
or nothing of a Christian. There is no such thing as dividing
between God and the devil, between righteousness and sin. The
surrender must be without reserve, and without limit. If you have
given yourselves truly to the Lord, you have given him your body,
no more to be polluted with sin, but to be a temple of the Holy
Ghost.  You have given him your mind, no more to be a free-
thinker after the boasted freethought of the slaves of scepticism.
You have given up your faculties, to sit with them at the feet
of Christ to learn of him, to take his teaching for truth, and his
Word the one court of appeal for all questions. You take him
to bo your teacher beyond all dispute, and his doctrine to be
unsullied truth for you. You have also given up to him your
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tongue to speak for him, your hands to work for him, your feet
to walk or run for him: your every faculty of body and mind in
beautiful partnership for his service.

As for your new-born, angelic, spiritual nature, that must be
emphatically the Lord’s, and will always be the royal and reigning
power within. You are today in the trinity of your nature—
body, soul, and spirit—altogether Christ’s, and this includes, if
you are a sincere Christian, all that you have—all of talents, all
of time, all of property, all of influence, all of relationship, all
of opportunity. You count nothing to be your own from this time
forth, but you say with the spouse, “I am my Beloved’s, and my
Beloved is mine.”

Again, the surrender which every true Christian makes is a
surrender to the Lord. That my brethren, is where it must begin—
with the Lord. We ought not to give ourselves up to the Church
until we have given ourselves up to the Lord. And it must never
be a giving of ourselves up to priests Oh! scorn that! Of all
the wretches that live, the worst are priests. Of all the curses
that ever fell upon earth—I will not except even the devil—the
worst is priestcraft, I care not whether it wears the garb of the
VDissenting minister, or the clergyman of the Established Church,
or the Roman Catholic, the Mahometan, or the heathen. No man
can do your religion for you. If any man pretends that he can,
or that he can pardon your sin, or do anything for you before
God, put him aside—he is a base impostor. Never surrender your
thoughts or your mind to any man. Pin your opinions to no
man’s coat-sleeves. To the Lord make the surrender complete and
ample: to his truth, to his law, to his gospel, make your surrender
as complete as if you made yourselves slaves, or a stone to be
carved by his hand. You shall Tise in dignity as you sink in
self-hood. You shall become free in proportion as you wear God’s
bonds. You shall become great as you become little in yourselves.
Give yourselves wholly up to God. Mind it is to him—not to any
man, not to any creed, not to any sect, but wholly and entirely
to the Lord, who loved you from before the foundation of the
world; to the Lord, who bought you with his heart’s blood; to
the Lord, whose Spirit sealed your adoption within your souls.

Mind this, then: mark it as the first step in all public acts of
religion—you must give yourselves firsti to the Lord. You have no
right to talk about joining a Christian Church until you have
done that—“first to the Lord.” You have no right to be baptized
until you have done that—first to the Lord.” You have no right
to sit at the Communion-table until you have done that—*first
to the Lord.” Give yourselves first to the Lord: with unfeigned
repentence for sin, and simple and hearty confidence in Jesus, and
then, as a complete giving-up of yourselves to the Lord, you may
come to every hallowed act of service, to every privilege-feast of
love—but not until then. Oh! sirs, your sacraments and your
ceremonies, God abhors them until first you have given him your
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hearts. Vain are your oblations; your incense is an abomination
unto him. It is an evil, and worse than an evil; it is a mockery
of God, an insult to him, until first your heart surrenders itself
to Jesus, and your manhood becomes the rightful property of God
by your willing yielding of it to him.

1 cannot press this matter by way of questioning everyone present,
but still T would like to ask of every conscience, especially of every
professing Christian, to answer this question, “ My soul, hast thou
given thyself up, thraugh the grace of God, to belong to the
Lord?” Dost thou mean that, or is it a farce? Hast thou made
it real, or isit all a sham? Dost thou feel within thy soul to-night
a desire to make it more complete a gift? Dost thou pray for
grace to make it perfect in the future? Dost thou rest alone upon
the precious blood of Jesus? Then dost thou desire to glorify God
so long as thou art in this body? Oh! then ’tis well with thee,
and thou mayest go with me the next step. If not, hands off all
ordinances, hands off all promises! There is naught in the Bible,
and there is naught in the Church for thee until first thou be
reconciled to God by the death of Jesus Christ. And now let us
turn to consider briefly the second giving of the soul :—

1I. THE GIFT THAT FOLLOWS THE SUPREME ONE.

I want to know this passage aright. I think I do. “They first
gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us”—that is, they
gave “ their own selves ” unto us—by the will of God. After a true
Christian has given himself or herself to the Lord, the very next
act should be to give themselves to the Christian Church; they
should at once assay, as Paul did, to be united to the brethren
of Christ. Somewhere in the district where he lives, if there be
a Christian church, the new-born believer should at once seek fellow-
ship with others who love his Lord, because saved by his grace.
The right way to do this is to give Aimself. Not his name, his
money, not his mere presence, his sympathy, his active labours:
all these are part of the gift; but the soul of it all is, to give
himself. Inthe whole force and weight of his influence, personality,
and ability, so far as God shall help him, be is to give up to the
Church.

What is involved in this giving up of ourselves to the Christian
Church? I will repeat it, so as to refresh the memories of many
members here who have forgotten it. It is your duty to be united
to the Christian Church. What does that mean? What duties
spring out of it? There is, first, consistency of character. 1f you
make no profession of religion, and live as you like—you shall
answer for that at the last great day. But if you join a Christian
Church, take heed how you live, for your actions may become
doubly watched, and will be doubly sinful if you fall into inconsist-
ency. You are a servant in the family, and a member of a Christian
Church : there must be in you no eye-service; there must be about
you nothing which would dishonour a good servant of Jesus Christ.
You are a husband: you have no business to be a bad-tempered,






