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“And some of them said—Could not this man, which opened the eyes of
the blind, have caused that even this man should not have died?’’—
John xi. 37.

HERE was very good reasoning. Jesus Christ had opened the eyes
of the blind; could he not, therefore, have healed Lazarus of the
disease which proved fatal? Of course, he could. He who can
avert one evil can avert another. It could have been no more
difficult for Christ to have turned aside the fever, or whatever it
may have been, which afflicted Lazarus, than to have opened the
eyes of a man who was born blind. The first was impossible; but,
that achieved, no difficulties remained. “Impossible” is a word
which does not fall into language when you have to deal with
Christ; and, therefore, when he has once proved, by a miracle,
that he is truly the Christ, then it is clear that, ever afterwards,
nothing is difficult or impossible to him.

The same truth, in another shape, holds good, namely, that when
Christ has conferred one blessing, he can also confer another. He
is not as we are, who, with one gift, have exhausted our stock,
and who can only bestow good wishes afterwards, because we have
no more means. But Jesus Christ is just as full of power as if
he had never exerted that power; and after a thousand miracles,
he is just as willing and as able to bestow further favours. One
evil averted is a good argument that another can be; one good
received is a good argument that another may be received from the
self-same divine hand.

Stop a minute, therefore, and encourage vour hearts with such
reasoning as this. “The Lord, that delivered thee out of six
troubles, can lie not also deliver thee out of the seventh? The
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Lord, who hath been with thee these forty years in the wilderness,
shall he leave thee in this forty-fifth or fiftieth year! He that
hath brought thee thus far, and bestowed upon thee early tokens
of his faithfulness, is it a hard thing for thee to believe that he
will continue to do the same! Thou hast been preserved out of
dangers; why not out of the next? Thou hast been provided in
necessities ; why not be provided for again? Thou hast been raised
up when most cast down; why not raised up again? Thou hast
found a way out of the very depths, when the pains of hell got
hold upon thee, and the snares of the devil did surround thee;
why can there not be a way found for the rescue again?” The
Lord, that hath done, can do, and is doing. That he has done
so in the past, is a guarantee that he will do so in the present, and
in the future. He has already made an investment—if I may so
speak—of his love, and of his grace, and of his faithfulness upon
thee, and he will not lose what he has already spent, but he will
carry on the good work to perfection, till he shall bring thee to him-
self in everlasting glory. Comfort: thyself, then Christian, with
this blessed remembrance of thy past experience, and be thou
assured that this man, who opened thine eyes when thou wast
blind, can keep thy life from spiritual death; yea, and wert thou
dead, yet shouldest thou live by his strength, for he is able to do
exceeding abundantly above what thou dost ask, or even think.
The like encouragement may be suggested to any here who are
anxious about their souls. The salvation of anyone ought to be
an encouragement. to any other. If God had saved one sinner,
why not another? If the precious blood of Jesus hath made one
drunkard clean, why not another?! And if, amongst the white-
robed hosts, there be some who had defiled their garments with
the foulest stains, why should not I yet be there by the self-same
blood-washing, and the self-same mercy of my gracious God!? He
that opened the eyes of one blind man can open the eyes of all
blind men, if so it pleaseth him; and he that gives to one perfect
pardon and acceptance, can give to another the like, wheresoever
he chooses to bestow them. Let no man despair. There are
examples of great sinners saved on purpose to encourage others to
trust in Christ. I care not how aggravated your iniquities may
have been; I am quite sure they have been already paralleled in
some other cases—in some other cases, too, where salvation has
ultimately come. Thou art not beyond the divine range. Thou
hast not sinned thyself yet into hell. Mercy yet can reach hhe?e;
the blood can yet cleanse thee; the divine bosom can yet receive
thee ; and even the heaven of God can yet find room for thee, though
thou be the chief of sinners. This is good argument, we say—this
which was used by Jesus. What has been done can be done. If
Christ doth one form of good, he can do another. If he openeth
the eyes of the blind man, he can cause that the sick shall not die.
But now, after that encouragement, there comes up a great
difficulty. It is certain that, if Christ had willed it, Lazarus need
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not have died; then Mary need not have sat still in the house
weeping ; then Martha need not have said, with sorrow and with
broken heart, “Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had
not died.” There was no need that Lazarus should suffer all that
pain, and all that lanquishing, and pass through the gates of the
grave—no absolute need for it. Christ could, if he had chosen,
have prevented that man from dying; and, what is more, if Christ
willed it, he could prevent all your troubles, and all mine. If he
chose, none of his people need ever have so much as a headache,
or a pin’s prick of the finger; they need not one of them ever be
poor, or have any losses or any crosses. They need none of them
ever be tempted, for he could chain up the devil. They need none
of them die, for he could take them up to heaven, like Elijah,
or translate them, like Enoch. It stands proof positive, if he could
open the eyes of the blind, he could, if he would, prevent any of
his people from sickness and from death, and from all other ills
else, he could prevent and save them. It were possible for Christ,
if so he willed it, to avert all our sufferings, and all our losses
from us.  T'hen why does he not do it? “Behold how he loved him!”
said the Jews, and yet the next thing they said was, “Well, but
if he opened the eyes of the blind, could he not, if he had willed
it, have prevented this man dying? Yet he did not do it; but
Lazarus died.”

Now, I am quite sure, brethren, if you had a dear one at home
that was sick, and I came in to see you, and I could with a word
raise your sick friend, I dare not go out of your room without doing
it.  You would feel very grieved with me if I did. You would
think it very unkind; and, moreover, I could not find it in my
heart not to do it, I am sure. Speak a word? Why, I would
speak any number of words, if I could raise your sick ones from
being sick, and keep them from dying. You would think me very
unkind if I did not; and so these Jews could not comprehend it.
They said of Christ that he burst into tears at the thought of
Lazarus being dead; they said, as they saw him in that genuine
burst of sacred passion, “Behold, how he loved him!” and they
could not comprehend it, that, with a power which could open
the eyes of the blind, and which must be sufficient to prevent the
death of Lazarus; yet he did not prevent it, but the loving Christ
suffered his friend Lazarus to sleep till he was laid four days in
the grave, and his body began to stink with corruption.

Brethren, we are now about to look the question in the face,
and what shall we say about it? The first thing we shall say about
it is this, that:—

L. It 18 NOT ALWAYS RIGHT FOR US TO MAKE ENQUIRIES AS TO THE
LOVE AND THE WISDOM OF OUR LORD.

It may seem a very strange thing to us that he does not prevent
the afflictions which are so grievous, and that he does not give us
some of those mercies which we think would make us so comfortable,
but we have no right to ask questions. A servant must not be
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always asking his master, * Why dost thou do this? or why dost
thou do that¢” and the scholar is not expected to understand all
the doings of the professor at whose feet he sits. A master-builder
would soon discharge the carpenter on the work who should always
be saying, “ Why should that piece of timber be of that shape, or
why must those stones be placed in such a position?” The architect
is supposed to know the plan, not the Irish labourer the plan. It
is enough for the architect to know, without every small body on
the work understanding everything that is to be done. We are
not, therefore, to be always asking questions. There is another
spirit that ought to rule us, rather than the spirit of captious
criticism. A man goes and takes stones, and he puts some of them
into the earth, deep down; some of them he places higher up, one
upon another ; some he daubs with mortar, some he places where
they cannot be seen, and some he polishes, and puts them into
the corners. Are the stones to say to the builder, “ Why dost thou
place me here? or, why dost thou place me there!” The potter
takes his lumps of clay, and puts them on his knees, and one vessel
is made to dishonour, and another is made a graceful form to
honour, but shall the thing formed say to him that formed it,
“Why hast thou made me thus?” Tt is not for the thing that is
created to begin to question its Creator, for then the Creator might
well reply, “ Who art thou and where wert thou when I made
the heaven and the earth? when I balanced the clouds, and laid
the foundations of the earth? Declare now, if thou canst answer
me!” That wonderful sermon from the mouth of God Limself at
the close of the book of Job rolls like crashes of thunder over our
heads, and makes us cower down, conscious of our insignificance;
and when we dare to lift up our heads once more, we find upon
our lips words like those which came from the mouth of Job, “I
have heard of thee by the hearing of ear, but now mine eye seeth
thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.”
For you and for me to think to understand God is as though some
tiny insect, whose whole life was comprehended in an hour, should
expect to understand the marches of the heavens, and to compre-
hend the revolutions of the spheres. The child by your side, taking
up a shellful of water, has no idea of what the sea is, and you,
when you look at God’s ways, see no more of God’s ways than
that little shellful, as it were, compared with the sea. Stand still,
and see that he is God. Let him be exalted in the earth; yea,
let. him be exalted in the heavens, He giveth no account of his
matters. He doeth as he wills in the armies of heaven and amongst
the inhabitants of this lower earth. Ah! Lord, it is better for us
to lie passive in thy hands than to be attempting to sit upon thy
throne, holding the balance and judging thy work! What if he
do not make me rich, but lets me pine in poverty; what if he do
not heal me, but suffer me to linger out a life of sorrow ! what if
he do not bless my undertaking, but he permits heavy trials to
overcome me! I will not ask him why. “I was dumb with silence ;
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I opened not my mouth, because thou didst it,” that is the spint
in which we may look at this question. One thing more I want
you to remember, and that is this:—

II. THAT WHATEVER GOD MAY DO OR MAY NOT DO WITH US, 1T
18 ALWAYS THE CHRISTIAN’S WISDOM TO STAND TO THIS: THAT CHRIST
18 ALWAYS LOVE.

The Jews said, “Behold how he loved him!” They could see
that by his tears, though he let him die. Now, there were good
reasons, though the Jews might not see the reasons; and, brethren,
there are good reasons why God withholds that rlght hand of his
which is so full of bounty, and why at other times he does stretch
1t out, and good reasons why he lifts that left hand of his which
is so hea.vy to smite, and brings it down upon you, the chosen
child of his heart. But do not think that Christ can be otherwise
than kind. If you have trusted in him, never believe that he
can hate or forget you. Never think that he can suspend his
affection towards you. No, never once will he deal with you accord-
ing to any other rule than that of love, never once. The dispensa-
tion may be very dark, but judge not by appearances. Your
conscience may be very guilty, but he is greater than your guilt.
Your heart may condemn you, yet can he absolve you, and his
love is not measured by even your consciousness of his presence.
He has forgiven you, and he will not visit you in wrath for sin.
No, though Satan tell you that repeated strokes must argue an

ngry God, he is the father of lies from the beginning, and believe
not that which he suggests. It cannot be possible that God is
unkind. The camels are destroyed; the oxen are stolen; the
children have perished; the body is covered with sore boils and
blains, but “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him,” saith
the triumphant patriarch. “Shall we receive good from the hand
of the Lord, and shall we not receive evil? The Lord gave, and
the Lord hath taken away, and blessed be the name of the Lord.”
Be then, as Job was, and as David was when, being about to describe
the perturbation of his mind on account of the affliction of the
righteous, and the prosperity of the wicked, he began the psalm
by saying, “Truly God is good to Israel,” as if he started with
that, and nothing could ever drive him from it. Though the wicked
prorsper\ed, and the righteous were chastened every morning, yet
God was good to his own covenant people in the supremest and
most emphatic sense. But now let us come to this question again,
for still it looks difficult. If faith makes no enquiries, and resig-
nation shall be content, still:—

ITI. THERE I8 A DIFFICULTY.

Let us see now. If Christ had prevented Lazarus's death, what
would have happened? He might have done, if he had liked; but,
in the first place, Christ would not have been glorified by raising
Lazarus from the dead. If Lazarus does not die, he cannot be raised,
and that manifestation of miraculous power could not be evinced.
You will let Lazarus die, then—you all agree to that—that Christ
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may have an opportunity of raising him again. See, then, if you
do not have a trouble—and Christ can prevent it if he wills—but
if you are not brought into trouble, you cannot have the deliver-
ance ; Christ cannot put out his hand of love to save you, if there
is nothing to save you from. Oh! then, be quite content to bear
trouble, in order that your blessed Lord Jesus may make himself
illustrious as he comes to you in the very nick of time, and delivers
you out of the depth of your distress.

In the next place, 7f Lazarus had not died, Lasarus himself would
not have been so honoured.  Everybody said afterwards, * That is
Lazarus whom Christ raised from the dead.” He was a marked
man, and I am sure, if you were Lazarus, you would say, “Al!
well, it is worth while to die to be raised again, to have the honour
of such a favour.” Now, beloved, if you are not tried and troubled,
you cannot become omne of the experienced saints; it cannot be
said of you by your brethren, “That man has passed through six
troubles and through seven, and yet the Lord’s faithfulness has
been proved in them all.” You will miss great pleasure if you
miss great affliction. Depend upon it, you will be more a loser
by missing trouble than you have hitherto imagined.

In the next place, Mary and Martha would not have had such a
sweet lesson from Christ. Their poor eyes were red, I doubt not,
with their four days’ weeping, and the previous day’s watching
and nursing; but then, oh! what joy they had when they saw
their dear brother restored again! Such a meeting did make
amends for all the grief of parting; and though they had heard
the Lord Jesus talk about the resurrection and the life, they heard
that dear powerful voice cry, “Lazarus, come forth.” Why, it
was for their education, their spiritual profit and benefit, that the
Lord suffered Lazarus to die. He might have prevented it, but
they were such gainers by the affliction that it proved his love
that he did not deny them the benefit of the trial.

Mark, again, if Lazarus had not died, then those Jews would not
have been converted because they saw Lazarus rise from the dead,
and it is said, “Therefore, many of the Jews believed on him.”
Well they might. It was a wonderful sermon to see a dead man
come forth bound in his grave clothes; but how could he have
thus come forth if he had not died? It was for the benefit of
those spectators that the trial was suffered to come. Oh! you do
not know, some of you, how many precious souls may have their
destiny—speaking after the manner of men—wrapped up in your
affliction. There is a needs be, for the good of others, that through
your testimony others may believe; that you should be brought
into the very depths, and made to be sad, that afterwards God may
interpose for your rescue.

Yet again, the result of the resurrection of Lazarus was that our
Lord rode in triumph through the streets of Jerusalem.  There
seems to me to be a connection between these two things. If you
read the next chapter, you find our Lord taken in triumph through






