Jtetropolitan @abernacle Pulpit,

CHRIST GLORIFIED.

ﬁ $zrnwn

PuBLIsHED ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10TH, 1914,

DELIVERED BY

C. H. SPURGEON,

AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

On Thursday Evening, February 4th. 1869.

““ He hath glorified thee.’—Isaiah lv. 5.

Gop hath glorified his Son. How deeply we ought to regret that
we glorify Christ so little, bought with his precious blood, owing
all we have to him. We make but a very poor return, and even
when we are helped by the Spirit of God to glorify Christ, yet I
am sure we should always feel an insatiable desire to do it yet
more. To glorify Christ is so sweet a thing, that when a man
hath once tasted of it, he pants and pants within his spirit for a
greater capacity to glorify Christ; and this is one of his griefs,
that he cannot praise his Saviour as he would. Henoe it is that
oftentimes the prophet and the Psalmist, when they were most
full of praise, would bid the earth, the sea, the heavens, and the
heaven of heavens, help to praise the King in whom they saw such
ravishing beauties and delights. Hence it is that godly men when.
ever they are stirred up themselves, and feel that they could magnify
and bless the Lord, always want their fellow creatures to join them;
and their sorrow is that Jesus does not reign in every heart, and
that he has not a throne in every soul.

Now it must be a great comfort to lovers of Christ, who mourn
that he is not honoured as he should be, that God has taken care
of his Son's honour. “He hath glorified thee,” and you know when
God glorifies he does the work perfectly, he does it after his own
Spirit, and that an infinite one; so that the glory of Christ, after
all, is safe, and though he is blasphemed by rebels, dishonoured by
apostates, and grieved by ourselves, yet God, after all, shall not
cuffer Christ's fame to be tarnished for a single moment by all this,
for he has said, “He hath glorified thee.” I don’t know that I
can preach from the text, but I do know what I can do. I can
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feel thrice happy at the thoughts which it raises in my mind;
it is so delightful to think that the crown is safe upon his head,
though the nations rebel, and the kings take counsel against him,
that his escutcheon is for ever glorified, untarnished, let men do
what they may. Him hath God the Father exalted, and given
him a name which is above every name, which is first and chief,
and never shall be second, but shall for ever reign, and must reign
till he hath put all his enemies under his feet.

Now glancing across the subject, as some skiff flies over the sea,
we will talk about what God hath done by way of glorifying his
son Jesus:—

I. Gob HAS GLORIFIED HIM IN THE ENTIRE ECONOMY OF SALVATION.

From first to last, Christ glorifies his Father, and the Father
glorifies him. Begin with that which hath no beginning, namely,
everlasting love, and we find that we are chosen in Christ Jesus
from before the foundation of the world. The love of God which
comes to us through Jesus Christ always is the channel, and it is
connected with Jesus Christ before the heavens were stretched
abroad. He was glorified in our election. Now with Christ Jesus
in the mind of the eternal Father, there is no election to eternal
love, except through Jesus Christ, and if you and I be chosen,
it is:—

‘“ Because Christ be my first elect, he said,
He chose our souls in Christ our head.”

We dare not look into that council-chamber unless we knew that
Christ. was there. We dare not think of the infinite wisdom of
God in the arrangements of all things from the beginning, if we
did not recollect that Christ was the centre of these arrangements,
and that as many as have believed on him were represented in him
in those days before the day-star knew its place, or planets ran
their round. God has been pleased to glorify Christ afterwards
in all the promises, which one by one revealed the glorious grace
of God, from that first promise at the gates of Eden, concerning
the seed of the woman, right on until he appeared; the hand that
drew back the black curtain that hid the face of God was always
the hand of the Crucified, and whenever men come to see anything
of the marvellous love and goodness of God, they always behold it
in connection with the Messiah, the anointed One yet to come.

God has glorified his son in the matter of redemption. There is
no redemption out of Christ, and there is none to help Christ in
the matter of redemption. Albeit that Calvary seems to have a
black cloud of shame hanging over it, yet is there no spot on earth
or heaven more glorious, for there it was that God permitted his
Son to bear without assistance the wrath divine which was due to
our sins, suffered him to tread the wine-press alone, and would
not permit that of the people there should be one with him, lest
the glory should in any way be divided. Christ, and Christ alone,
must pay the price of our souls with his own soul.
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So onward, if you come to the matter of our justification or our
acceptance, which sprang out of redemption, God glorified
his Son.  We are, if pardoned, only forgiven through his blood ;
il justified, entively by virtue of his righteousness; if accepted, it
is always in the Beloved; if perfected, we are completed in him,
perfect in Christ Jesus.  There is not a single covenanted blessing—
as I begin at the beginning so may I continue to the close—tliere
i net a single blessing in the economy of Christ which comes to
us apart from Christ, and as we receive these gifts one by one, the
tloly Spirit takes care to make us know this: he empties of self
that we may see the fullness of Christ: he Lills our pride that we
may see the excellency of Christ: he takes away our strength that
we may bohold the power of Christ. In the operations of the Holy
“rhost within our soul, while they aim at destroyirg sin, and at
many other blessed results, yet have for their first and chief purpose
t'ie making Christ glorified, in the heart of all his people, in every
gift that comes from the hand of the Most High. Brethren, cur
presorvation, our final perseverance, and every other blessing which
1 secured to us, and about which we have no doubt, all this comes
{us in him; we are preserved in Christ Jesus. Because he hives,
wor live also, and only because he lives, and by virtue of our union
with him; we who are the branches continue to bring forth fruit,
but if we were separated from him, we should be only fit to cast
into the fire to be burned. Right away from the gates of hell,
up to the pearly gates of heaven, it is Christ Jesus that is glorified.
In every step the believer takes, right out of the slough of my
despondency, up to the Beulah hill-top of my full assurance, and
enward still, beyond the clouds, and beyond the stars in the palace
of my eternal glory, it will be Christ, and Christ, Jesus alone, that
chall have all the praise. God hath taken care in the planning
of the whole economy of Christ, that Jesus Christ should have the
pre-eminence. There is much to talk of there, but think of it
that will be better than my speaking. Turn it over: as Abraham
Benth wrote a book; showing the grace of God in all the ways of
salvation, so somebody else might write a book showing the glory
of Christ in every single part of the way, and if we cannot write
such a book, yet at least we must feel precious emotions as we con-
template the whole. In the next place, God has glorified his Son:—

II. I~ rue mipst or THE CHURCH.

The Church is to Christ what Eve was to Adam. She was taken
cut of Christ: she is bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh. As the
apostle says, “ For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother,
and shall cleave unto his wife, and they twain shall be one flesh.”
This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning what? Concerning
matrimony? Yes, in one sense, but not in another sense. Con-
cerning Christ and his Church; for thy cause did Christ leave his
Father, and he came into thy world that he might be one flesh
with his Church: she owes all to him here; her very existence is
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owing to Christ; as Eve springs from Adam, the Church springs
out of the loins of Jesus Christ.

Now, beloved, it is meet that, seeing this is the case, Christ should
have no second place in his Church, and certainly no such place
has been allotted to him by the eternal Father. As I can now but
speak of the Church of God at large, I think I am guided for a
moment by an evil spirit standing at my left hand, who points with
black fingers over to the city of the Seven Hills, and he says to me,
“There is one great supreme ruler, the Vicar of God on earth;
behold his splendours; see how they bear him through the streets
of Rome upon the shoulders of men, with canopies of silk, smothered
with jewels, and with peacock and ostrich feathers. Mark how
they swing their censers, and how the multitudes fall down before
him, for him hath God exalted, for him hath God glorified.” Ah!
but this is a vain and idle boast, for we read not in any page of
this Book of any such exaltation to any being, and where will be
found the being that shall dare to take it, unless he shall first become
the victim of Satan? Satan said to Christ, “ All this will I give
you if you will fall down and worship me,” and he that hath it
must bave first fallen down and worshipped Satan, or he hath no
such power among the sons of men. Now, beloved, Christ did not
redeem his Church with his blood that the Pope might come in
and steal away the glory. He never came from heaven to earth,
and poured out his very heart that he might purchase his people
that a poor sinner, a mere man, should be set upon high to be
admired by all the nations, and to call himself God’s representative
on earth. Christ has always been the head of his Church. Why!
we have read in history that kings at different times have wished
to play the head of the Church, and that we owe our Protestantism,
as we call it over here, that we owe much of that to the desire of
a certain crowned head to become a little Pope over certain
dominions. This is very true, but not Henry the Eighth, nor his
successor, nor any of those who now live, are more the head of
the Church than he is God himself. It is not possible for any to
be head in the Church of Christ, but Jesus; him hath God exalted,
and made him to be the head over all things, and it is usurping
the prerogative of Christ for any to suppose they can be head of
the Church of Christ, for Jesus Christ is the head, and he alone
holds power over ecclesiastical organisations. Over the sacred
mystical, blood-bought, redeemed, regenerated Church of Christ
there never can by any possibility be any other head but Jesus
Christ, the Lord himself. @ Now mark, God has exalted the Lord
Jesus Christ in the government of his Church.  All authority, all
authoritative rules in Zion come through Jesus Christ; all true
teachings in Zion come from his lips. We call no man master upon
earth, for one is our Master, and that one is Christ. No man is
Rabbi in the Church, but he is our Rabboni, our teacher, and all
other teachers are thieves and robbers if they teach on their own
authority. They only are accepted as the Lord’s shepherds, who
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speak Christ’s truth in Christ’s name, and in the power of his own
Spirit.  God has made Christ to rule supremely throughout the
Church, and in this he has glorified him. He has made him the
head of the Church in another respect; ke is the head of all light
in the Church. There is no true light in the Christian Church,
not a single spark of it, but what comes from Christ. All life comes
to us from him. There may be energy in the Church of a carnal
and fleshly sort; she may have force and power which she derives
from men, but this will die and perish, like the grass and the flower
of the field. Vital godliness proceeds always from Jesus Christ,
as the branches’ life comes from the vine. “Without me, ye can
do nothing, but because I live, ye shall live also.” He is the life
of men: he quickeneth whom he will, and it is not possible that
there should exist even a grain of spiritual life in any human heart,
but that which comes to that heart through Jesus Christ. He is
also the head over all things in the Church; all spiritual things.
The Spirit of God resides in Christ without measure, and he sends
forth the Spirit ; he gives a. Comforter to us. “It pleased the Father
that in him should all fullness dwell,” and the continuance of the
Church, and the growth of the Church, and the edification of the
Church, all sorts of beneficial influences which come to the Church,
proceed to us through Jesus Christ, the Church’s covenanted head.
Now I wish that we should form parts of the true Church of
Christ, to whatever denominations we may belong. Let us cling
closer and closer to our blessed Master, for the secret of union in
the Church is union with Christ. It is utterly hopeless, brethren,
for us to expect, as the world now is and as men now are, that
we shall ever all of us agree in our opinions about all things. God
never made us such creatures that we could agree in all things. He
has so constituted us, and wisely so, that we, some of us, catch one
angle of truth, and others another. To me one doctrine, perhaps,
will always stand out much more clearly than certain others. I
wish it were not so. I should like to have a mind comprehensive
enough to grasp all truth, to attain the completed picture of truth
without ever caricaturing a single feature, but I am deeply conscious
I am far from being able to do that, and I think, without being
censorious, I may say I do not know any of my fellow-creatures;
but there is in them a warp somewhere or other in the judgment of
good men, some mistake of some man which is not an offensive
mistake at all. This is rather an infirmity than a sin, for he follows
what he thinks is truth ; his eyes are not right, he has got a little
squint, and he thinks truth is a thing that it is not; he shoots
well, mark you, if the mark were where he thinks it is, but it is
not just there, and therefore his arrow does not quite hit the centre
of the target. The true place of union will be, mark you, never
in the creed, But in him who is the truth. If we believe in him,
love him, cling to him, follow him, imitate him, glorify him, we
shall get nearer each other than ever we were, closer to the common
centre; we must be closer to one another. “I would preach up






