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“And when he had thus spoken, he went before, ascending up to
Jerusalem.”—Luke xix. 28.

A vERY beautiful spectacle it is to see the Lord Jesus marching in
front, and his followers eagerly following on behind. They were
going up to Jerusalem, where it is true he would receive some
honour, but where als¢ he would be betrayed into the hands of
cruel men, and put to a shameful death ;.but he went before them.
As the shepherd goes before the sheep, not driving, but leading;
as the captain goes before his soldiers as taking the post of danger,
so our Lord went before them. It was far better that he should
go first than that they should, for the disciple is never more out
of place than when he outruns his Master. = If he will follow his
Master’s commands, he shall do well ; but if he shall follow his own
devices and invent his own way, he shall do ill. The pilgrimage
behind the cloud is a safe one, but a rush before the cloud will end
In a disaster. The Master must go first, not the disciple. But
then, when the Master advances, it is right to see the disciple follow,
ready of foot, quick at his Master’s heel, delighted with his Master’s
company. One likes to think of that journey up to Jerusalem,
with Jesus Christ just a little ahead in the front, and his disciples
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closely following with him. T thought it was a picture that might
serve us as a model throughout the whole year. 1 am not going
to talk to you long at this time, but wish just to sketch that picture
before your mind’s eye, and say, “So be it unto each one of us.”
May Jesus be with us, may Jesus lead the way, and may his own
divine Spirit give us grace to follow him, not like Peter, afar off,
but as loving dicciples who keep clesely under their Master’s guid-
ance! From the beginning of the year to the end of the year
may we rejoice to feel that he goes before; but may we also with
great alacrity follow close behind. I present it to you, I say, as the
picture for this new year of grace, and may it be verified in your
experience.

Very simply, then, I shall try to call attention to the blessed fact
that /esus goes before us, and, having done so, I shall ask you, in
the second place, to seek after a sweet reausaticn of this truth.
And the first truth, then, to consider is:

I. Tue BLESSED FACT—he went before them.

We have already said that ke was going the way of suffering. He
was going up to Jerusalem to suffer. When you are in the way of
suffering, he will go before you. e was always in the way of service.
There was more to be done at Jerusalem hefore he had finished his
course. May we, in the way of service, always find him going
before us. And he was also, in the third place, on the way to death,
and if we have any fears about our passage through the river, may
this console us—he went before us.

To begin, then, at the beginning, here is the blessed fact that
Christ has gone 'before in the way of sujfering. He has done so by
his own actual experience while he was here in the flesh. “He was
a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.” “In all our afflic-
tions he was afflicted.” “He himself tock our sicknesses and carried
our sorrows.” Rest assured that, in whatever way of suffering
you have to ge in consequence of your being a child of man, and
especially in consequence of your being a child of God, you will find
that Christ has gone that way before you. Are you full of bodily
pain, stretched upon the bed? Awre you apt to think that none ever
suffered as you do? He suffered more than you; he went before
you along that flinty pathway. The pangs of his death must have
been extreme. And remember his passion in the garden, hisagony
in Gethsemane. You have not in this matter yet come to having
drops of bloed cozing in sweat from your countenance. No; he has
gone before you there. In all the pangs of your bodily frame
Jesus has preceded you. Read the 22nd Psalm, with all its won-
derful expressions—“T am poured out like water, and all my bones
are out of joint.” “Thou hast brought me into the dust of death.”
He knew the fever and its thirst upon the cross when he was dying
there. He said, “Thou hast brought me to the dust of death.”
You have not one suffering that may be imagired to be more
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exquisite ‘than what he had endured. Yowr griefs are mole-hills
compared with the Alps of his sufferings.

But you will say that it is not exactly the pathway of personal
bodily pain you are traversing, but you have endured much in the
sufferings of others you have lost. You have had half your heart,
perhaps, taken away at one time; friend after friend has been
carried to the tomb; but he went before in this pathway also. Did
you never read where it is written, “ Jesus wept ” ? “Behold how
he loved him,” said the Jews, as they beheld him at the sepulchre of
the well-beloved Lazarus. He knows what bereavements means as
well as you—he has gone before. “Ah!” say you, “bub in conse-
quence of the bereavement I have suffered I am left a widow.
How shall I be provided for? In addition to the woe of the loss, I
have to look forward to the future. Will these hands be able to
find me daily bread? My garments may become by degrees more
and more thin and time-worn. I fear cold, nakedness, and hunger.”
And suppose it should come to that, as it will not, I trust, yet he
went before. Thou art not so poor as he. Hear thou his voice
to-night, “Foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests,
but 1, the son of man have not where to lay my head.” To pay
the common tax, he must borrow money from the fish of the sea.
His garment was the common seamless robe of peasants; he was
but poorly clad ; he was in all respects the child of poverty. First
cradled in a manger, and then laid for his last sleep in a borrowed
grave, for still he had not even where to lay his head. Inthe sleep
of death, Jesus went before you. O son of poverty, O daughter
of need, you may see the print of his footsteps all along that thorny
way. “Ay,” says one, “but still there is added to poverty in my
case the fact that I have been forsaken by friends, and T am very
fearful thut even those who stood somewhat faithful to me will
scon grow weary, and I shall be left alone.” And didst thou never
hear him say, “ And I shall be left alone, and yet I am not alone,
because the Father is with me” ¢ And have you never read how
chey all forsook him and fled, and Peter denied him with oaths and
curses, and, worst of all, Judas, who had been trusted with his
little stock, sold him at the price of a slave?! “He that eateth
bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me.” Ingratitude
most cruel, treachery most base! Your Lord has suffered it. You
may see the prints of his pierced feet along that pathway if you will
but look for them. Jesus went before youin actual suffering.  And
what if you have been serving your Lord with zeal and fervour, and
you have been reproached, even by those who love him. You have
met with the cold shoulder where you expected to find encourage-
ment.  If your motives have been misrepresented by the very
persons who ought to have supported you in your ardour, ah ! what
then? Was not he also a reproach among his mother’s brethren?
When his zeal had eaten him up, thev said that he was mad, and
even his mother and his brethren stood without desiring that they
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might see him, because they thought him bereaved of his wits; and
if the wicked world has reproached and reviled you, did they not
call the Master of the house “Beelzebub” ? Shall they have soft
names and honourable titles for the men of his household? If they
said of him, “He hath a devil, and is mad; why hear ye him?”
do you think they will say great and flattering things of you! Oye
that are made ashamed for his sake, and made a spectacle unto men
and unto angels, be not afraid ; no strange thing has happened to
you; thousands of saints have passed along this road, and, chief of
all, your Master, Christ, has gone before you. In the path of
suffering, then, Jesus has gone before us, from the fact of having
actually and literally experienced what we suffer.

He has gone before in another sense, namely, that now, though
he reigns exalted high in the highest heavens, /e goes before us still
in the intense sympatly of his sacred lheart. Jesus is not separated
from his people by the mere fact of distance. “Lo,” he hath said,
“I am with you always, even to the end of the world,” and you
know what mysterious, yet: real union exists between Christ the
head and all his members. It came out clearly in the case of Paul,
when he said to him, “Why persecutest thou me?” He was perse-
cuting only a few poor people in Jerusalem, or in Damascus, whom
he despised, but Christ said, “ Why persecutest thou me?” because
persecuting the saints was persecuting Christ—Christ suffering in
his members. Christ suffering on the cross was the head suffering,
but when his pecple were rent to pieces in the amphitheatre, when
they were burned at Smithfield, and when to-day they are hooted
and made a jest of, it is Christ suffering, still suffering in his mem-
bers, and when any child of God suffers in any righteous cause,
whenever affliction comes upon a saint in any form, Christ
sympathises with him. Rest assured :—

“In every pang that rends the heart,
The Man of sorrows bears his part.”

In all their affliction he was afflicted. A finger never suffers with-
out the brain participating, and no humble member of the true
Church of Christ ever suffers without Christ, the glorious head,
suffering in sympathy therewith.

Now this is very cheering to those who have faith to receive it,
because very much of the heart-breaking that comes into the world
is from a sense of loneliness. When men feel that somebody
sympathises with them; when those that are being beaten feel
that others smart as they do, then they take courage. Oh! there
is one who loves thee more than thou canst love thyself, who
sympathises with thee, thou suffering saint, from the throne ¢f his
glory. Be thou, therefore, glad ; be of good-courage, and let this
comfort thy heart.

There is a third way in which Christ goes before us in the path



OUR GLORIOUS LEADER. 5

of suffering; that is, in the matter of providence. While he has
himself suffered, and himself sympathises, in a third respect he
goes before us ever in our sufferings, in preparing them for us, and
preparing us for them. Our Lord has gone to heaven to prepare
a place for us, and I believe he has prepared all the road as well as
a place at theend of it. Thou shalt find, O child of God, when thou
comest into the deep waters, that Christ is there—there by his grace
and spirit, and there also by his providence, to take care of thee.
It was appointed that Jacob and his tribes should all go down to
Egypt. To Egypt they must go, but Joseph went down there before
them, and became lord over all Egypt, not for his own sake, but
for the sake of his brethren; for all the wealth of Egypt shall be
used, if necessary, in order that Jacob and all his household shall be
preserved during the time of famine. Now if there is an Egypt
to which thou art to go, Jesus, thy Joseph, has gone before thee to
make it ready for thee, to find thee a Goshen there, and to nourish
thee there till such day as thou shalt come from it. God, even thy
Saviour Jesus, leads the van. As the cloud, like a mighty fire-
banner, went through all the mazes of the winding way of Israel
over the desert, so Jesus marches before us, the leader, the
standard-bearer among ten thousand, ever in the van, and with his
eternal power and Godhead making straight the pathway for his
people’s feet. Let us be of good courage, then, in this respect.
In the matter of suffering, he went before you.

But now realise here the retrospect. If he goes before, then
follow him. Thou lovest not suffering. It were not suffering if
thou didst love it, but still if Jesus leads, look not to the way.
It were better that that way should be full of thorns and briars
which should tear thy flesh, and Christ be with thee, than that it
should be a long green pathway, and thy shepherd lead thee not.
Go on. He went to his sufferings without a murmur. Moreover,
even his flesh shrank, and at last he said, “ Not my will, but thine
be done.” Say, thou, the same. Dost thou fear as thou enterest
into the cloud? Within that cloud shall be the secret tabernacle
of the Most High, wherein he will reveal himself to thee as he
never did before. Some of us owe much to the anvil, and the
hammer, and the fire, much to suffering, much to trials, and we
thank God we had them, and you will yet have to do the same;
but, oh ! stay not back. Remember, after all, a want of resignation
will not assist you in your suffering, but, on the contrary, nothing
makes suffering so light as resignation to it, and a perfect acquies-
cence in the divine will does much to take away the gall from the
cup. You must go where Jesus leads; go thou, therefore, willingly,
cheerfully, trustingly, and even joyfully, for it is a triumph to a
Christian to bear the cross after Jesus, and to be crucified and
buried with him were a. high honour to any child of God. Gd on,
then, for Christ leads the way.

But now I must not tarry so long on that part, but I observe itis
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said Clrist leads the way in service as well as in suffering. He was
going up to Jerusalem to accomplish the rest of his life-work before
he surrendered his Spirit to his Father. Now you and I, and each
of us, have a service to perform. We were redeemed and bought
with a price that we might serve the Lord. We are a royal priest-
hood, a peculiar people. We have a priesthood to fulfil. All
God’s children, all God’s servants are priest and kings, and they
have a rule to discharge, and a priesthood to fulfil. Now we are
beginning a new year of service. It will be a very sweet thing
to us if we can know that Jesus Christ has gone before us in the
path of service. Beloved, I might take the same truth, and say
that he has gone before us actuwally, in having fylfilled the same
service. If there is any good thing for you to do, Christ has done it
before you. Are we called to preach the gospel? You know how
he was anointed to preach glad tidings to the poor. Are you called
to teach the little ones? Did not he say, “Suffer the little children
to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom
of heaven” ! Have you to feed -the hungry? On what a large
scale did he do it! Have you to visit the sick, and to minister to
their needs? Oh! how many thousands owed their opened eyes or
restored limbs to him! Christ’s life anticipates all the service of
the Church. One might very easily, in taking the life of Christ,
find all the operations of a truly active Church prefigured there
—all of them. There is nothing new under the sun, and when a
man hasfound out something, and thought “ Here is something that
is fresh,” you shall find Christ has looked after the halt, and the
blind, and the lame before you, and if you seek to raise the fallen
woman, you will be made to remember him who said, “ Neither do I
condemn thee; go and sin no more.” I should be afraid to under-
take any service in which I could not see that he has gone before.
But what Christ has done, it is right for us to do, save only in that
work of expiation where we cannot help him. There he treads the
winepress alone, and of the people there is none with him; but in all
in which he is our exemplar, it is always a safe thing for us to
follow very closely, and we shall find that he has gone before us.
And truly he goes before us in all our works by his Holy Spirit,
actively proving his divine sympathy with us still. I do not look
upon the Church of God as so many pious men and women at work
by themselves, but I see God working by them, working in them,
working through them. They are the workers to the eye, but no
further. ‘Tt is God that worketh in them to will and to do of his
own good pleasure. If Satan saw in the work only the man, he
would laugh at him, but he perceives “the hand of Joab ” is there—
a mightier hand than the hand of man, and, therefore, it is that
he is often put to the rout. O ye that speak for Jesus, that pray for
Jesus, that give to his cause and work for his name, let this be
your joy and your comfort—that Jesus Christ is with you and goes
before you in all this service.






