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‘“ Hear ye him.”’—Matthew xvii. 5.

WHEN our Lord Jesus Christ was transfigured, there came a voice
from the bright, overshadowing cloud, which said, “This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear ye him.” It was
the voice of the Father concerning his Son; a testimony to his
person, a notification of his office, an announcement of his authority
to teach and to legislate. You can understand how imperative
it then was for those who heard it to heed him. But now he is
gone up from us. He has entered into the excellent glory; he
no more teaches in our streets, yet still, as though present with
us, he speaks to us. By the written Word, his sayings are handed
down to us infallibly. Often times, when the Holy Spirit rests
upon God’s servants, they become as the voice of Christ to us;
and when that same blessed Spirit, as the Comforter, brings to
our remembrance the things of Christ, seems it not as though
Jesus himself spake to our souls? The admonition is not out of
date; it has not lost its telling point or its vital force. Still doth
the Father say to us concerning his well-beloved Son, “Hear yo
him.”

Let us proceed to meditate on this sacred charge. The three
little words may give rise to four short questions. Whiy?! What?
How? When?

I. Way sHOULD WE HEAR HIM?

It might serve for a sufficient answer, had we no other reply,
because God himself commands us. This injunction cometh of the
Father, “Hear ye him.” Over and over again are we enjoined to
listen to the voice of Christ. Every messenger from God ought
to have our respectful attention, how much more the greatest
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of all messengers; that messenger of t_,he covenant, the_ Messxlz;l}(i
the sent One, the Apostle and High Priest of our profession. 1
not Jehovah himself say, “This is my Son.” It seemed reasonable
that the Son should receive more reverence than any of the servants.
If senators and patriots, counsellors and prophets, had been stoned
and cast out of the vineyard, deference might yet be paid to the
Son. If their perverseness had refused him homage, their scruples
might have sheltered him from indignity. Surely they would not
go so far as to cast out the Son himself. There 1s a wilfulness,
a defection of heart, an enormity of sin, in refusing to hear the
Christ of God, for which it is difficult to find terms. Appointed,
anointed, commissioned of the Father to speak to us, to confer
with us, to make known amongst us the mind and will of our
great and gracious Sovereign, it becomes treason and blasphemy
of the highest order and the deepest dye for us to refuse to heed
his presence or hearken to his words.

Why hear him? do ye ask. Does not our Lord Jesus Christ himself
deserve 1o be heard?  Peerless among the princes of heaven, is he
not very God of very God? And immaculate among the children
of men, is he not man of the substance of his mother? Here is a
double claim upon our attention. Beaming with divinity, instinct
with humanity, he speaks as never man spake; clothing the highest:
oracles in the most familiar parables. And will ye not hear what
this God-man hath to say? Is he not perfect in wisdom, pure in
motive, and undeviating in truthfulness§ To whom should we
listen, if we turn away from him? He has all those high sanctions
which should claim our allegiance, and all those sweet traits of
character which should attract our regard. If we will not listen
to such an one as Jesus of Nazareth, the gentle, and meek, and
lowly, yet the truthful, the honest, and the brave, to whom will
we ever lend an attentive ear! O sons of men, there was never
mentor or orator so worthy of your regard as Jesus Christ; never
philosopher who had such maxims to deliver, or such mysteries to
unfold, as this man—the Son of God—the Incarnate Wisdom.

Why will ye not hear him, when tke message he has come o
communicate concerns yourselves, your present and future welfare,
your most, solemn .nterests? The tidings he brings are, indeed,
laden with ten thousand blessings for us, if we will but incline
our ear, and hearken to them. He comes to redress our grievances,
to retrieve our disasters, to redeem our souls, to secure our pros-
perity, to effect our salvation: as an ambassador from God he
comes, not to treat upon small matters, to settle petty disputes, or
to advise upon local or temporary affairs, but with supreme
authority to show how sinful man may be reconciled to his Maker,
now the foul stains of transgression may be washed away, and
scarlet sins become white as snow. He comes to tell us how we
1aay escape the impending doom of hell, and how we may attain
an inheritance in heaven. To fit us for that high estate, and
ihat blessed society, he comes to cleanse us from our corruptions,



ATTENTION ! 3

and to endow us with a nature that is divine, and faculties that
are suited to the celestial glory. Such a message as this should
enamour our very selfishness, and constrain our ambition to regard
it with favour. Hear ye him. O ye sick and wounded, will ye
not listen to the physician? O ye bankrupt debtors, will ye not
hearken to the jubilee trumpet that proclaims your debts paid,
and your forfeited rights restored? O ye outcasts, wandering all
forlorn, in climes uncongenial to your health, your peace, your
homely joys; will ye not heed the voice of a guide, who comes to
conduct you in safety to your fatherland? O ye despairing souls,
he sets before you an open door. Ye famished poor, he invites
you to a banquet—a banquet richly provisioned with all the dainties
of eternal love. With such words upon his lips, such blessed news
to bring to such needy creatures, our Lord Jesus Christ may well
claim to be heard.

There is a further argument which ought to have thrilling force
among full many of you, my hearers. W:ith what zest should we hear
him who profess to be his disciples. Years ago some of us took
his easy yoke upon our shoulders, and we bless his name it has never
galled them ; neither are we weary of the load. He is our Master
and our Lord, and if he be so, surely our proper place is at his
feet. It is an ill thing of us, and untruthful, if we call him
Master, and yet will not believe what he teaches; if we say to him,
“Rabboni,” and yet turn aside to hail some fellow-creature—be
he a noted saint long since dead, or a party leader who still survives
among us, as our captain and commander-inchief. If Peter be
our master, let us call him so; if Calvin be our master, let us call
him so; and if Wesley be our master, let us call him so; but if
we be disciples of Jesus, then let us follow Jesus, and follow him
with other men only so far as we perceive they followed Christ.
Hear ye /um, O ye disciples, if ye be his disciples. Will ye enlist
as his soldiers, and shrink from his lead? Will ye engage to be
his servants, and yet violate his orders? Will ye who declare that
he is your chieftain, and wear his uniform, cede your homage to
other masters? Nay, by all that is honest and just, pure and
comely, and of good report, the shame would fester in every
believer’s conscience. Ye call him “Master and Lord,” and ye
say well, for so he is; but prove yourselves to be truly his disciples
by hearing him.

To the rest—(I am grieved at heart that I should have to speak
of “the rest,” but we know there is such a remnant here)—to those
who are not his disciples, there is an argument, that if it tell
not now, will tell hereafter. You must hear him in the day of
grace, or else vou shall hear him in that day of judgment, and perish
for ever. Do you refuse to hear Christ, there are not any tidings
of mercy to be heard elsewhere. “See that ye refuse not him that
speaketh, for if they escaped not who refused him that spake on
earth, much more shall not we escape if we turn away from him
that speaketh from heaven.” O sinmers, hear ye the Saviour’s
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voice! O wanderers, hear your Shepherd’s voice! O ye dying,
hear your Physician’s voice! I will add, O ye dead, hear ye the
voice of the great quickener, for the time 1s come, that they that
are in their graves shall hear the voice of the Son of man, and
they that hear him shall live. “Hear ye him?” Thus with general
arguments suitable to all, and with special arguments suitable for
those who have believed, and for those who have not believed, we
leave with you a few of the reasons why. Our second catch-word
ig:—

IO. Waar?

What are we to hear? “Hear yo 4im.” There is much to hear
concerning the person of Christ, the actions of Christ, the sufferings
of Christ, and the offices of Christ, but the fulness of all revelation
is embodied in himself. Greater than the greatest sermon that
was ever preached in the world, is the Word made flesh. He is
the manifestation of God ; the brightness of the Father’s glory, and
the express image of his person. Would you know God, you must
know Christ. “He that hath seen me” (it is his own testimony)
“hath seen the Father.” In the character of Jesus the character
of God is reflected with ineffable purity. The invisible God is
in him, made visible to men as far as the sense of faith can behold
him: infinitely farther than the natural senses can discern. The
infinite can never be brought down to the level of our puny intelli-
gence, so as to be comprehended by us; yet in the presence of
Christ we are conscious of the infinite. It is palpable to us as a
mountain that cannot be scaled, but under whose shadow we can
find shelter. And when we look to Christ, and listen to his voice,
Wwe are as those who gaze on the vast ocean, in which, to our poor
minds, the infinite is mirrored forth; for, as far as the vision can
stretch, there is no bound, no shore beyond, and his words sound
on and on like the mighty sea, through time that knows no limit,
and through eternity that has no end. He is the wisdom of God
and the power of God. Hear him, then; hear him; let his voice
break on your ears as the music of the main, in that melodious

antéhim,_l'iCQme unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
o .- Wil give you rest, "; or in that 1111 y « .
s il wrp Forss Ehie et T 1n that thrilling utterance, “I, if I

: ) h, will draw all men unto me.” Hear him,
I say; hear him. As the sound of many waters, as the chorus of
the waves, hear this: “God was in Christ, reconciling the world
unto himself.”  View Christ as a child who must be about his
Father’s business, and as a man who must work the works of his
F?.ther “"hlle,‘t'_ 13 day; know him as a teacher and a guide; mark
h}S zeal "“0 mlmst"er., and his devotedness to suffer. Then let poets
sing of “Nature,” if they please. Let them call it “the thin veil
which half-conceals and half-reveals the face and lineaments of God
as some of them have done. But let Christians bear me witness
that the simple tale of Christ living among men, with which we
dehght to make ourselves more and more familiar, unveils the
attributes of God in words and deeds of mercy and compassion,
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of patience and long-suffering, of sweet mindfulness and great
marvel in such clearness as days of sunshine and moonlight nights
could never teach you, though more than three-score years and ten
of these revolving seasons should pass over your head. But especially
read God in the death of Jesus. Behold the divine justice gleaming
there, for he wakens his sword that he may sheath it in the heart
of the great Shepherd, and that the sheep may escape its keen
edge. See there the love of God, who spared not his own Son. See
all the divine attributes marvellously blended on the Cross in the
bleeding person of Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of the
Father. Hear him. And now do ye hear tell of him as he goes
beyond the stars and enters the pearl gate to take possession of
his well-earned crown; let us hear him there, and understand that
he is able to save to the uttermost them that come unto God by
him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for us. Hear the
voice of his ascension, as it proclaims the justification of those for
whom he died and rose again, and the assurance of the eternal
perfection of all those for whom his blood was shed ; “for this man
hath perfected for ever them that are set apart, by the one sacrifice
that he hath offered.” Hear him. His very person and everything
connected with him speaks with trumpet tongue. Hear what God
says to you by him. Oh! I wish that we were more attentive to
the Lord Jesus Christ, but I am afraid many of us are very super-
ficial in our considerations of our Saviour. We do not labour “to
comprehend with all saints what are the heights and depths.” God
speaks to dull ears. Though his accents are far more sweet than
music when he speaks by Jesus Christ, yet a very large part of
what God has thus said to us, many of you have not hitherto
understood.

Let me remind you, dear friends, that the Lord Jesus has many
forms of speaking—many varieties of utterance. Sometimes ke
instructs. He is a great didactic teacher, and he has spoken by
the mouth of his apostles, as well as with his own lips. The truths
that were uttered in his name, like the miracles that were wrought
in his name, have the impress of his sovereign authority. Hence
that summary of Christian doctrine which Paul was inspired of
the Holy Spirit to open up, was the plain result of the life of
Jesus; a key to interpret what he said and did. Did you read
in the Gospels how he obyed the Father; in the Epistles you read
of that obedience as a righteousness imputed to all that believe. Do
you find in the Gospels a minute account of the Lord Jesus; the
Epistles will tell you that his death was a propitiation for our sins.
Do the Gospels furnish you with proofs of his rising from the dead ;
the Epistles will assure you that he was raised for our justification.
Do you learn from the Gospels that he ascended up into heaven;
the Epistles will teach you that he ever liveth to make intercession
for us. We are bound to take our theology from the entire
Scriptures.

Where, and when, and by whomsoever Christ speaks to us, let






