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““And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful
and troubled about many things: but one thing is needful; and Mary

hath chosen that good part which shall not be taken away from her.”—
Luke x, 41-42.

MeTHINKS I see the Man of Sorrows as he is traversing the high-
road, attended by his few friends and disciples. Where will he
refresh himself when the time is come to cease from toil and take
food?! Where is his house? Surely the Great Prophet hath some
place wherein to rest? Alas! he hath none! “Foxes have holes,
and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man hath not
where to lay his head.” However, what he has not of his own,
thati friends will afford him. Martha, a disciple—not a full-grown
one, but one who had begun to learn something of the truth—meets
him at the door of her house, at the entrance to the village of
Bethany, and she invites him to come in. Jesus Christ, who had
often accepted an invitation from an enemy, was glad to accept one
from a friend ; so he goes into the house, with his friend Lazarus,
and sits down. No sooner is he sat down, with his disciples around
him, than he falls to preaching. A sermon is none the worse for
being preached in a private house. Martha and Mary stood listen-
ing to him. Stood, did I say? Mary sits down at his feet; and
Martha, having listened for a little while, recollects that she has
many family cares. The dinner must be got ready, so she betakes
herself into her room, and is very busy with her needful cookery.
She wants a little extra help, and she comes back into the room,
and sees Mary sitting at Jesus’ feet. Seeming rather irritable,
Martha appeals to Jesus, “ Dost thou not care that my sister hath
left me to serve alone?“—hoping that the Master would chide
Mary ; but he rather defends her, and implies a gentle censure upon
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Martha, when he says, *“Martha, Martha, thou art careful and
troubled about many things: but one thing is needful; and Mary
hath chosen that good part which shall not be taken awa;y from her.”

This little repartee must have surprised Martha. She did not
expect it would come to herself being revroved, and Mary being
commended. So it was; and the incident, we think, may give us
some profitable instruction. Let us see if we can find it out.

I. WE WILL TAKE THE CASE OF MARTHA FIRST.

There is no reason to find any greati fault. with her. Martha was
a good woman. The Lord “Jesus loved Mary, and Martha, and
Lazarus.” Since he appreciated Martha's character, it is not for
us to depreciate it. Martha was an excellent housewife; perhaps
a little too fussy—I know not what better word to use—a little
too particular about the minutie; troubling and vexing herself
about domestic arrangements in spreading the board and serving
the provisions. She was, it mayhap, a little too prone to disquiet
her mind by the scrupulousness of her taste; still she was an admir-
able woman, one who kept her house in good order. No mean prize
Is it, especially for the working man, to have a Martha for his wife;
one who orders well her household. Indeed, so commendable is
thisin Christian women, that the Apostle might well say, “ Let them
finst, learn to show piety at home.” If your children’s stockingsare
not darned, if their clothes are not mended, if the buttons are nob
put on to their dresses at the proper time, I would 1ot give much
for your Christian example. A housewife should sece to these
details, and, before all others. for neatness and industry should be
the woman whose heart is right before the Lord. One or two
friends, I see, are smiling. Let them smile if they like. I only
hope they will mind my homely advice and attend to their home
duties; then they will make their husbands smile with satisfaction
and their families will look brighter. If they have ungodly
husbands, it will tend to paint religion in fairer colours, and te
commend it to their esteem.

In what respect, then, was Martha to blame? Well, though she
got a little censure, you see Jesus does not upbraid her severely.
His words are very kind: “Martha, Martha.” We do not address
women thus familiarly by name, you know, unless we are very
intimate with them. I should not venture to call you by your
Christian name, because I do not know you well enough. We only
do that with our friends and kinsfolk. So in the kindest way,
making himself very familiar with her, Jesus said, “Martha,
Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things.” ’'Twas
little to say; he only indicated the fact, without uttering half as
much complaint as she made against her sister Mary. What was
her fault, then? Well, we think it was just this. The Lord Jesus
Christ did not often come round those parts preaching. He had
a large diocese; he was the travelling bishop of the whole land.
And it did seem to cast a little slight on his ministry for Martha
to think more of the joint that was being roasted and the meats






