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“For es many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.”
—Romans viii. 14.

WE shall do well to notice how much in this chapter is ascribed to
the Holy Spirit. It is a chapter full of all good things, most
Instructive and consolatory; but perhaps one of its most notable
points is this, that it so greatly magnifies the Holy Spirit. You
observe in the second verse how it describes his gifts—that holy
liberty which we now have from our former bondage—“the law
of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the
law of sin and death.” Then further on, in the sixth verse, it
virtually ascribes all our true life to the same power, for it is the
Spirit who worketh in us a spiritual mind; and the Apostle tells
us that “to be spiritually-minded is life and peace.” The quickeu-
ing of the body is, in the eleventh verse, ascribed to the same
agency, “Ie that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken
your morcal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.” Mean-
while the true living that we have even here is traced to that
same Spirit, “If ye, through the Spirit, do mortify the deeds of
the body, ye shall live.” No holy life is there, except as through
the Spirit, sin is mortified. In the sixteenth verse the Spirit is
described as being “a witness with our spirit” that we are born
of God. How many gracious offices does he undertake for us! And
as if that were not enough, in the twenty-sixth verse he is spoken
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of as “helping our infirmities” in prayer, teaching us what we
should pray for as we ought, and “making intercession for us, or
in us, according to the will of God.” I am afraid we don’t render
that honour to the blessed Spirit which he deserves. Our ministry
is not deficient, 1 trust, in magnifying the Christ of God; but
too often the Holy Spirit is not sufliciently honoured, and perhaps
this may be some reason why he doth not so many mighty works
in the Christian Church as he did at first. This is the dispensation
of the Spirit. He dwelleth in us; he dwells in the Church. Let
us honour him; let us grieve him no more, but put ourselves
beneath his guidance and wait for his blessing. Our text ascribes
to the IHoly Spirit leading. Those who have been quickened and
made to live, and introduced, therefore, into the family of God,
have one mark, one never-failing mark. They all have it, and
none others ever have it. As many as are led by the Spirit, they
are the sons of God, and all who are the sons of God are led by
the Spirit of God.

Now it is to this leading of the Spirit rather than to the sonship,
and all the blessed things that come out of that, that I shall direct
your attention at this time. And we shall notice first:—

I. WHAT 18 INTENDED BY A MAN’8 BEING LED OF THE SPIRIT.

Every man is led by some spirit. There is an evil spirit in the
world, and it leads the mass of mankind. He who saith, “I am
free and led by none,” is led by the spirit of pride and self-conceit.
Under some form or another, the human mind subjects itself to
some spiritual sway; and here we are told that those who are the
sons of God are distinguished by this—that the leadership under
which they move is that of the Holy Spirit. I take this to mean,
first, that the Holy Spirit becomes the governing principle of our
life. Years ago we were led of the Spirit from the wilderness of
our natural state. We had been called under the preaching of
the Word, but vain were those calls. The Holy Spirit came, and
then the call of the preacher became an effectual call to our own
souls. The first active grace we ever exercised was by the leac!Ing
of the Holy Spirit. We were then for the first time recognised
as the children of God, because then also for the first time we
yielded ourselves up to the leadership of the Holy Ghost. And
mark, from that day to this, every act of ours that has been
heavenward, every thought of ours that has been towards God and
his Christ, has been under the leadership of that same Spirit. He
who gave us at first to live has kept us alive. He who guided
our tottering footsteps to the cross-foot, and there sealed our pardon,
bas led us along every step of the way, up every hill of difficulty,
and down every valley of humiliation, even until this moment;
and so it must bs until we reach our journey’s end. There may
be steps in that journey, alas! that it should be so! in which we
are not led of the Spirit, but depart from under his power for
a while, and the flesh becomes dominant. Oh! that those steps






